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ABSTRACT 
This thesis examines selected aspects of the spatial 
dimensions, demographic and socio-economic characteristics 
and the causal factors of the intra-urban migration of East 
Indian households in Edmonton. As the migration pattern of 
North American city dwellers is closely associated with the 
household's stages of life-cycle, the principal purpose of 
this study is to investigate whether or not the intra-urban 
residential migration pattern of the East Indian households 
relates to the life-cycle model. 

The sample population consists of 152 households which 
have changed their residence since their arrival in 
Edmonton. The country of birth of the head of these 
households is India, Pakistan, Srilanka and Bangladesh. Only 
the mobility pattern of the last move of the sample 
households is considered for this study irrespective of the 
time of move. Data for the study were obtained through a 
self-administered questionnaire survey. 

The study shows that the intra-urban migration of East 
Indian households is strongly associated with the stages of 
the life-cycle. The study reveals that the sample population 
had their highest rates of mobility immediately after a 
change in household structure. It is also evident from this 
study that inadequate living space is the principal push 
factor and economic reasons are the principal pull factors 
for the moves. AS a consequence, most moves were away from 


the city centre. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 


The major purpose of this study is to analyze and discuss 
the patterns of the intra-urban residential migration of 
East Indians in Edmonton. Due to the fact that the specific 
literature on the intra-urban migration pattern of the East 
Indian community does not exist, it becomes necessary to 
investigate general intra-urban migration trends and gather 
socio-economic and demographic statistics for East Indians 
across Canada in order to provide a background for analysis 
of the intra-urban migration pattern of East Indians in 
Edmonton. To establish the frame-work for the intra-urban 
migration pattern, some selected features of urbanization in 
Canada will be examined. This will include the historical 
development of residential areas as well as the residential 
mobility trends in Canadian cities. The complete review of 
the relevant literature and references to specific studies 


will be presented in chapter two and three. 


1.1 URBANIZATION IN CANADA 

Canada is one of the world's most urbanized nations and 
it has become over recent decades a higher than average 
urbanized member of the world's community. According to 
Burke and Ireland, it is not only an urbanized but is 
becoming a metropolitanized, nation (Burke and Ireland, 
1976). In 1980 Canada's population was 76 per cent urban and 


it ranked twelfth among the urbanized nations in the world 
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(Jones, 1981). Of the urban population, the majority is 
concentrated in a relatively small number of rapidly 
expanding large metropolitan areas. The Census of Canada, 
1981, indicates that more than 50 per cent of the urban 
population is concentrated in nine metropolitan areas of 
more than half a million people. The process of urbanization 
has proceeded at a steady rate throughout the past century 
and has quickened within the last few decades. As noted by 
Burke and Ireland (1976), according to the Science Council 
of Canada, in this century and particularly in the last 25 
years, Canada has been one of the most rapidly urbanizing 
countries among those in the "highly developed" category. 
Technological and economic development are the factors 
underlying this process of urbanization. 

Viewed in relation to the whole of human history, 
technological Fever aonenit and consequently, employment 
opportunity, appears to be the main stimulus towards 
urbanization. Therefore, with technological development 
people started to congregate and eventually gave rise to the 
rapid growth of urban centres. However, the growth of the 
urban population is mostly caused by the migration of people 
from rural areas towards the growing cities, the areas of 
maximum employment opportunity. In the case of Canada, a 
significant proportion of this has been supplemented by 
overseas migration. The larger the city, the more diverse 
its economic activities and the more attractive it is to new 


immigrants seeking permanent employment. For example, 
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Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver collectively accounted for 
52 per cent of all foreign born immigrants to Canada during 
1966-71 (Immigration Statistics, Canada, 1966-71). About one 
third of all immigrants to Canada chose Toronto as their 
place of destination during the 1966-71 period (Gertler and 
Crowley, 1977). As a result, the big cities, Toronto, 
Montreal, Vancouver and Winnipeg include virtually all 
ethnic groups which occur in all the remaining Canadian 
cities (Simmons, 1974). 

The history of Canadian cities is one of continuous 
population growth fed by a high rate of in migration from 
the rest of Canada and abroad. The flow patterns as well as 
the immigrants' characteristics, also vary among the cities. 
Gertler and Crowley (1977) have Stated, "Toronto's flow is 
dominated by foreign immigrants, Montreal's by migrants from 
non-urban counties in Quebec and Vancouver's of migrants 
from other urban counties." (Gertler and Crowley, 1977: 74). 
This migration from other parts of Canada as well as from 
abroad waS a response to the availability of jobs and the 
presence of diversified economic activities. For instance, 
in 1981, more than 40 thousand people in Toronto were 
involved with managerial and administrative occupations, 
construction and trade were the occupations for 11,175 
people while the industrial divisions in Toronto were 
responsible for another 300,160 jobs (Census of Canada, 
1981). Manufacturing industries provide about 30 per cent of 


the employment in the Toronto metropolitan area (Simmons, 
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1974, and Canadian Urban Trend, National Perspective vol-1, 
1976). 

With continuous immigration, demographic, ethnic and 
religious differences ainona the Canadian city dwellers have 
become more complex and these differences have a variety of 
influences on the way of life and the internal structure of 
the city. The literature on the pattern of residential 
development of North American cities shows that, individuals 
with similar origins, social position, values and 
expectations tend to locate in relatively close proximity. 
Therefore, their group interaction can be maximized and 
group norms or ethnic identity maintained (Jones, 1967; and 
Matwijiw, 1979). As a result of the general process of 
residential differentiation, ethnic concentrations occur in 
different parts of different cities. These sections tend to 
reflect the presence of similar ethnic groups. These ethnic 
groups vary considerably in the degree to which they are 
residentially concentrated in different cities. In 1961, 
residential segregation was highest in Montreal followed by 
Toronto, Winnipeg and Ottawa. In the same period, the degree 
of segregation was highest among the Italian and Asiatic 
ethnic groups followed by Russian, French and Ukranian in 
the different Canadian metropolitan areas (Matwijiw, 1979). 

With an increase in population, eSpecially in large 
cities, the ethnic groups create "Sub-cities" within the 
city. Their concentrations possess their own commercial 


core, theatres and institutions which have a great impact on 
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the physical structure of the city. For example, Toronto 
contains "Sub-cities" of various ethnic groups of Italian, 
Jewish, Greeks and Portuguese in different parts of the 
metropolitan area. Italian, French and Ukranians are the 
most segregated ethnic groups in different parts of 
Winnipeg. The city dwellers of these "Sub-cities" have their 
own culture, customs, beliefs and eating habits. They also 
prefer to use their own language for social interaction 
among themselves (Simmons and Baker, 1974; and Matwijiw, 


229) « 


1.2 GENERAL ASPECTS OF THE RESIDENTIAL DIFFERENTIATION IN 

CITIES 

The residential area of each Canadian city occupies a 
large part of the build up area. Each residential area has 
different types of urban dwelling units within it. These 
include single family detached homes, duplex units, low rise 
apartment structures and high rise apartment buildings. 
These housing types vary in their locational settings. Near 
the city centre, the residential area mostly consists of 
high rise apartments, walk-up apartments and boarding 
houses. Further out from the city centre, the residential 
area consists of all different types of dwellings and then 
slowly gives way to strip development along the highways. In 
the suburbs most of the dwellings are single family detached 
homes (Simmons, 1974; Northam, 1975; and Gertler and 


Crowley, 1977). 
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The spatial distribution pattern, the land occupied by 
each dwelling unit and the characteristics of the dwellers, 
also vary in different parts of the city. There are spatial 
variations in population density, housing types and quality. 
The suburban residential area is characterized by a low 
density of population and single family dwellings. The 
majority of the suburban dwellers are families with children 
and with a relatively high social and economic status. On 
the other hand, the inner city is characterized by a high 
population density, apartment buildings and boarding houses. 
These are occupied mostly by young adults either single or 
newly married, and the aged who have always lived there or 
have moved there upon retirement or widowhood (Simmons, 
1974). The people of various ethnic groups also tend to live 
in the inner city residential area. Yet, in this area people 
with relatively low social and economic status predominate. 

Generally it has been found that with the increase of 
population and the expansion of the city, certain 
characteristics of the residential areas also change. The 
inner city areas expand and undergo changes by increasing 
their density of population as well as dwelling units. The 
areas expand in size by including the surrounding areas 
which were formerly areas on the outer zone of the inner 
city. Consequently, the higher status residential areas 
shift towards the outer margin of the city and the old 
higher status residential areas become the middle and 


subsequently low status residential areas. According to 
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Herbert (1972) and Smith and McCann (1981), the larger 
houses of the earlier upper class groups subdivide into 
apartments and pass to lower income groups and the quality 
and attractiveness of these houses declines gradually 
through this filtering down process. The residential 
distribution pattern in different Canadian cities in the 
1970's indicates that family status and socio-economic 
Status of the households display either sectoral patterns or 
concentric zonations around the centre of the city (Herbert, 
1972; Simmons, 1974; Davies, 1978; and Davies and Knight, 
1978). 

Davies and Knight (1978) and Davies (1978) in two 
Separate studies have identified that socio-economic status 
depicts a sectoral pattern of residential development in 
both the Kingston and Edmonton metropolitan areas. However, 
Davies found family status in Edmonton adopted a concentric 
pattern as hypothesized by Burgess (Burgess, 1923; and 
Davies, 1978). The variables used to describe family status 
are associated with family characteristics, namely household 
size, number of children in the family, fertility level, 
type of occupied dwelling unit, age, sex, and marital status 
of the members of the household. Socio-economic status is 
measured in terms of household income, tenure, occupation, 
level of education, ethnic origin of the members of the 
household, size, age and value of the occupied dwelling unit 
(Herbert, 1972; Davies, 1978; and Davies and Knight, 1978). 


Herbert (1972) in his social area analysis at Winnipeg 
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identified a sectoral pattern of residential areas with 
respect to socio-economic status but concentric zonation in 
terms of family status. Simmons and Baker (1974) identified 
a different pattern for the residential areas of Toronto. It 
was found that the socio-economic status displayed a 
concentric zonation but family status adopted a sectoral 


pattern (Simmons and Baker, 1974). 


1.3 THE CLUSTERING OF MIGRANTS AND MINORITY GROUPS 
Clustering of minority groups, especially near the 
centre of the city, iS a common phenomenon in almost all 
Canadian cities. The economic conditions of the immigrants 
is the most important cause for this clustering. Many of the 
earlier immigrants were unskilled and had little or no 
Capital when they arrived in the city. Therefore, they were 
restricted to areas of low economic status mostly in the 
inner part of the city. At that time they were able to gain 
a foothold in the city only by renting the cheap inner city 
properties. On the other hand, migration has always been an 
age sex selective process. Many of the young unmarried 
persons were males drawn towards the typical living areas of 
non-familism life-style (Freedman, 1967). It should be 
mentioned here that earlier immigrants did not cluster in 
the inner city only but also lived around its industrial 
zones. That is they lived near employment centres where the 
population density, house rent, socio-economic conditions 


were like the inner city residential area. AS a result, 
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there developed a regionalization of immigrant groups. 

Even though the immigrants had different occupations, 
they preferred to settle in one area to maintain their 
cultural and ethnic ties. Consequently, a node of 
residential settlement was formed by each ethnic group, 
distinct from others in-ethnicity, as well as socio-economic 
conditions. The socio-economic conditions include 
occupation, income, educational background and household 
characteristics. The household characteristics include age 
and sex of the members of the households, size of the 
household and type of family, i.e. the nuclear or extended 
family (Johnston, 1971; Northam, 1975; Balakrishnan, 1976). 

Spatial clustering of each ethnic group also occurred 
as an outcome of chain migration. Caldwell (1968) defines 
this as, when one member of a family has migrated, there is 
a very high probability that some of his relatives will also 
move to the same destination. Information, sometimes 
remittances from the successful pioneer migrant, cause the 
higher probability of these moves. As a result, most of 
these immigrants come from a particular area. For example, 
"Sikhs" are predominant among the East Indian immmigrants in 
different Canadian cities, but they are from only one 
province of India, the "Punjab". In 1971 only 3 per cent of 
India's population was living in the province of Punjab 
(Census of India, 1971). The earlier immigrants help the new 
immigrants to find employment and accommodation within the 


city, mostly within close proximity to their place of 
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residence. 

The inability of new members of the minority group to 
assimilate into the majority social structure is because of 
different language, customs, culture and religion. If the 
new immigrants have a language problem it is difficult for 
them to communicate or interact with the host society. As a 
result they prefer to live in close proximity to those 
people with whom they can communicate through their mother 
tongue. The new immigrants like to maintain their customs, 
culture and religious beliefs which are often different from 
the host society. It is difficult for them either to accept 
very quickly the culture and customs of the host community 
or to asssimilate their culture and religious beliefs with 
that of the host society. AS a consequence, it is easier or 
acceptable, for them to settle down near other immigrants of 
the same group where they can get some moral, as well as 
cultural support. 

Residential segregation also occurs through the desires 
of the minority group. New immigrants want to maintain their 
own identity, religion and social status. In some cases 
these identities are also maintained through different 
institutions which make for effective communication within 
the group. Balakrishnan states that this institutional 
completeness also requires a minimum population size 
(Balakrishnan, 1976). It can be said then, that residential 
segregation or institutionalization also depends on the size 


of the minority groups as well as the host community. 


sti? +1 «npbpites | ona studius 
10? aluobiaib ef) at meidorq Speyel 

6 aA .Ysar268 seod on aSiw ssenean (as aieensee ee : 

saodt of qditmixera 2201s, Ai. ovth.os RetaIg: yoda siuaes 

qoritom ries douowds easotaumiohanee: Yeap! aedw diy elgeag 
amajey> tisk oisgclam oF eit ‘SahB Ie inves won od? «oupnos 

mozt tgeaetit6 astto sis dpicdw & p tsk fed, euotailet bas eavtlus ) 
sqeoo6 oc tanzis made 102- tivsittes at sd vussiooe teod edd 
ystinutmos teed sax To amozeur bas eiyetus one yiioiup yw 
dtiw atetfed ayotpiles Sas sausivo arent otalimigees 02 10 x 7 


10 wiase ai 3! en Pe 6 24 .¥daione deo ede io soda 
lo etnszpimms 25a50" papn-hwae ofgdaa od mon, noe aidasga296 a 
a5 [law aa .Yst0m™ “‘omoe Jao fiso Yori siedw Quow omae od 
rogque ferusiao 

aeitaeb sit deuce, prea Gap He nor isepheoe! fattaseeegh _ 7 
+hed? niagaiem o¢ anew Eaanotamd: wa .quoxzp ytinoaim add to 
zazsn since of. pug nderisicoe bes noidiles \wrhinebi awe” 
inesetith dpuext3 Benisinism cate etn. eoisiztset seeda 
nidsiw noisesigonmios svidas?ia 20) ‘siem doidw enoidaahiaat | 


on sons A 


Balakrishnan also indicates, "The larger community, 
generally the larger the size of the ethnic groups, which 
makes many specialized institutions viable such as special 
language newspapers, denominational churches, ethnic social 
clubs and other cultural associations particular to an 
ethnic group." (Balakrishnan, 1976: 282-283). 

Residential segregation of ethnic groups decreases over 
time. With the increase in the length of stay, the 
immigrants want to become more like the host community. This 
is especially true for the second and third generations who 
want to assimilate with the general city dwellers by 
accepting more and more the values of the majority. A change 
of occupational structure and economic conditions also 
affects their residential distribution pattern within the 
city. As the occupational structure of the minority group 
begins to resemble that of the total community, residential 
segregation decreases (Balakrishnan, 1976). 

Marston (1969) reports that residential segregation 
decreases as the socio-economic condition of the members of 
the minority group increases. He says, "As members of an 
ethnic group advance socio-economically, they tend to locate 
in neighborhoods in which members of the native population 
and other ethnic groups of the same socio-economic status 
reside." (Marston, 1969: 65). In other words, the upward 
change in socio-economic status creates a Spatial 
residential mobility by increasing the ability to rent or 


buy better housing in different residential areas of the 
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1.4 WHY IMMIGRANTS MOVE? 

Each immigrant group has certain socio-economic as well 
as demographic characteristics which differentiate it from 
others. As time passes, the earlier immigrants, especially 
second or third generations, gradually move towards the 
outer zone of the city by assimilating with the general 
urban population. Subsequently, new immigrants take the 
location in that section of the city the earlier have left. 
This replacement again depends on the rate of inflow of new 
immigrants and also on their socio-economic condition. 
Residential segregation of each ethnic group decreases with 
a decrease in the inflow of new immigrants. Conversely, 

‘ segregation increases with an increase in inflow. This is 
especially true when the new immigrants are predominantly 
poor. Their economic condition compels them to live in the 
ethnically segregated areas with low economic status. On the 
other hand, new immigrants, who have come with some capital 
do not like to concentrate in the ethnically segregated 
residential areas. Their economic condition provides them 
with a wider range of choice of residential areas of the 
city. AS an outcome of this wider range of choice, they 
prefer to live in middle or upper class residential areas, 
where they can afford to buy or rent comparatively better 


housing. 
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The movement of the immigrants from the city centre 
towards the periphery of the city occurs through the process 
of invasion and succession which is basic to Burgess's 
concentric zone model. Burgess assumed that urban growth was 
maintained by immigrants arriving in the central city. They 
then tried to make their way outwards from the central city 
often forced to by commercial and industrial invasion. The 
theory was formulated in the context of Chicago in the first 
part of the twentieth century when that city was 
experiencing masSive immigration both from within the United 
States and from overseas. The idea of the model is based on 
the assumption that the newcommers to the city are poor and 
whenever their economic condition permits they move from 
their initial point of entry towards the outer zone of the 
Choy : 

However, the assumptions of Burgess's model are less 
realistic for many present day cities. In the first place, 
nowadays, most of the immigrants in Canadian cities are not 
poor and unskilled. Since the last few decades, a 
significant percentage of immigrants are professionals and 
skilled persons (Immigration Statistics of Canada, 1956-80). 
Moreover, this model does not take into account the fact 
that newly arrived immigrants can quickly increase their 
economic standard. As mentioned by Husaini (1981), the Green 
Paper (1974) study indicates that the East Indians who have 
arrived in Canada in 1970 were at the lower end of the 


economic scale in their first year of arrival. Over a period 
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of three years their income increased to a middle economic 
scale in 1972 (Husaini, 1981). They increased their economic 
standard in different ways: i) by having a better, sometimes 
more than one job; ii) other family members also get 
involved with jobs to increase the gross income of the 
household; iii) they also go into business, in some cases 
only with the family members. The immigrants aspirations’ 
regarding housing also change with rising economic status. 
Therefore, they change their dwellings as well as 
neighborhoods to fulfil their changed housing aspirations. 
When their economic condition permits, they move to those 
residential areas which are vacated by middle class city 
dwellers. 

Besides the ethnic characteristics, it is expected that 
the factors which cause the city's people to relocate within 
the same urban area also cause the immigrants to change 
their residence within the city. The causal factors for the 
relocation of the city dwellers are closely associated with 
the household's stages in the life-cycle. The present study 
is an attempt to analyze the intra-urban residential 
migration pattern of the East Indian households in Edmonton 
with respect to some selected aspects of the life-cycle 
model. These aspects are age, sex, marital status of the 
members of the household, size and socio-economic status of 
the household, socio-economic status of the neighborhood 
households, accessibility characteristics of the 


neighborhood including proximity to school, work, community 


eft to omoont ‘azoip. siz ¢ 
aga6> omoe ni ,seonteud o3nt op ests veil (ili ;blodsavod 
‘anobseniges eddszpimmt adT -2redmen yibne? od’ div ging, 
-augade oinenogs prteit ddiw\ sossns oats! saienor ‘enibseges 
ae iiew @8 aontliswh 1 fede epiad> yoda stoieredT : Aa 
-enoiteriqes piieved Sepnsio sione ripigd oJ Bhoodseddpien ) 
aeons ot avo vars areas rots jeucg-ctimoness wheds<nedW 
yaio easio sifbim vd besmeey ayaudotdw esers Leltinebiest | 
| arsiiow® 
tes Bevaegxe zi if \eniteiustostads ofadte eft esbiasi — 
midiiv aaenoley oF slgosq e'yst gaa segao dott arotoet edt 
apdeds of estibiphmm: SddSsedso-pele sete nedia amet edz” 
gz 303 etotos? Isauso 9dT ~yaic seni nidtiw sonebiesy aleds | 
fiztw batsiooees yfseol> : at3 "exreiinus wip ads 39) noi sscotes 
gbude jneeotg sav canal gaat ga¥ nk Soee%s = ‘Biodsetod ode 
Lsiinsbiges aseayrea zee oid aq hams o> -querse eB 
motnombS ai ablodsevon matbat gasS sift io nietteq notseighm 
sisyo-elil edt ho! agoages bersefee emce oF jaeqae agiw 


ets 20 dugada Ledizem x22 aps 938 2328020 saat .tebom 


ha 


centre, shopping centres, hospitals, churches and 
communication media. These selected aspects will be 


discussed in detail in chapter three of this study. 


1.5 INTRA-URBAN MIGRATION 

This study will investigate the intra-urban migration 
pattern of a minority community in a Canadian city. As an 
introduction to the study, this section furnishes a brief 
and general discussion on intra-urban residential migration 
in North American cities. The discussion includes: a) the 
definxtivon offintra-urban migration- wb) the calsaletactors: 


and c) the impact on the city structure. 


1.5.1 Definition 

Intra-urban residential migration or sometimes called 
intra-urban residential poral eee is the change of residence 
within the same urban area. It iS one of the many different 
types of movement within an urban area. These include trips 
to work, shopping, school or personal business and trips for 
social and recreational purposes. The characteristics of 
intra-urban migration have been stated by Pryor (1976) and 
these are followed in this study. To Pryor intra-urban 
residential migration,"----- is characterized as involving 
the total displacement of a household's reciprocal movement 
cycle within the city and there is no regular movement to 
any nodes associated with the former residence location." 


The reciprocal movement cycle refers to different types of 
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movement like the regular journey to work, school, and to 
intra-community shops, recreation and close friends within 
the urban area (Pryor, 1976). Therefore, this study will 
look at those city dwellers who had changed their addresses 
Since arrival in the city. McCracken (1973) used the change 
of telephone numbers aS a criterion to identify the moves in 
Edmonton. The change of address will be used as the 
Criterion to identify the moves for the purpose of this 
study irrespective of the distance of the move and the 


length of stay in each dwelling unit. 


1.5.2 Causal Factors 

Nowadays, it has been recorded that the majority of the 
migratory movements of the United States and Canada are 
intra-urban (Simmons and Baker, 1974; and Weinberg and 
Quigley, 1977). As city size increases, the mobility rate 
also increases. ‘ Jones (1981) has noted that the rate of 
intra-urban residential mobility is positively related to 
the city size. The varieties and changes of elements of the 
determinants and consequences of migration are the main 
reasons for the higher mobility rate. For instance, because 
of the diversified economic activities, net inflow of 
migrants is very high in big cities. With the high inflow of 
migrants, housing stock is altered. With the increase in 
housing stock the city area increases. The political 
boundary alters. With an increase of housing opportunities, 


‘ Proportion of population which has changed residence 
during a particular time period. 
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the households with different demographic (age, sex, marital 
Status, household size) and socio-economic (income, 
occupation, education, tenureship, ethnic background) 
characteristics change their residence and consequently 
affect neighborhood stability. 

The stages of the life-cycle, socio-economic status of 
the household and the physical structure of the city are the 
main determinants of intra-urban migration. The literature 
indicates that the stages of the life-cycle are one of the 
most important determinants in distinguishing between stable 
and mobile households. As the life-cycle approach is going 
to be used in this study, the life-cycle model will be 
discussed in detail (see Chapter 3). Therefore, this section 
presents a brief and general discussion of the stages of the 
life-cycle and its relationship with the intra-urban 
migration process. 

Residential mobility is high among young families and 
declines with increasing age of the head of the household. 
This means the rate of mobility is closely related to the 
stages of the life-cycle through which the head of the 
household passes. High mobility rates in the early stages of 
the life-cycle presumably reflect family expansion with the 
birth of children and consequently different housing needs. 
That is a demand for more dwelling space. 

Needs also change in different stages, being more rapid 
in the early stages than the later stages of the life-cycle. 


Housing needs in the child-bearing stage (mostly within one 
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decade of the formation of the household) are sharply 
different from both pre-child and child-rearing stages. 
However, the housing needs in the child-launching stage are 
not widely different from the child-rearing and post-child 
periods (Table 3.2, see chapter 3). 

The life-cycle model states that in general, the 
households which are in the pre-child stage have 
comparatively lower income than those who are in the later 
stages of their life-cycle. Their incomes level usually 
increases as they proceed towards the successive stages, and 
reaches the maximum level when they are in the 
child-launching stage of their life-cycle. The households 
which are in the pre-child stage live in the central city 
apartments. When they reach the child-bearing stage, they 
move to a Single family unit near the apartment zone. After 
a certain time, i.e. in the child-rearing stage, they prefer 
to move towards the suburbs to single family dwelling units 
in a neighborhood with households also in the child-rearing 
Stage and a higher socio-economic level. They live in the 
Suburbs until the post-child stage and move to the apartment 
buildings in later-life (Table 3.2). 

The literature indicates that, the mobility rate also 
varies according to different socio-economic statuses which 
are again related to the life-cycle. Generally, the 
households which are in the early stages of their life-cycle 
have a low level of socio-economic status (in terms of 


income, occupation, level of education, tenureship, economic 
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value of the occupied dwelling unit). Usually as the 
household proceeds through the successive stages of the 
life-cycle, they also advance in socio-economic level. 
Tenureship is the most widely used socio-economic variable 
in the field of intra-urban migration to distinguish between 
the stable and mobile households. It is found that renters 
are the most mobile of all, mostly because a significant 
proportion of them are in the early stages of their careers 
and life-cycle with a comparatively lower income than those 
who are in the later stage of their life-cycle. With a lower 
income they prefer to rent an apartment, but with an 
increase in income they prefer to move to better housing. 
Renters change their residence more often than the house 
owner. A Significant proportion of the renter movers are 
those who have aspirations to become owners (McCracken, 
1973: and Rossi, 1980). : 

With an increase in economic status, the households 
change their residence as well as neighborhood to improve 
their quality of life. Households in low value housing areas 
change residences more often, mostly towards the next 
highest value housing areas, than those households in the 
high value housing areas. The middle income households 
change their residence more often than those who are in the 
upper and lower income groups. This is mainly because the 
change in economic status is more common with this group 
than the others. As economic status improves the desire to 


change neighborhoods also increases as a wider range of 
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housing becomes available for the group (Simmons and Baker, 
1974- and Clark;* 1980). 

The movement pattern is largely influenced by the 
physical structure of the city. As renters are more mobile 
than owners the major flow is from apartments to single 
detached homes. The flow thus is away from the city centre, 
from the apartment zone to single detached housing areas. 
The housing opportunities existing in the city also have a 
great impact on the migration flow. Simmons and Baker (1974) 
have stated that new housing biases the flows strongly. That 
is the people prefer to move to a newly constructed housing 


area rather than an old one. 


1.5.3 The Impact of Intra-urban Migration on the City 
Structure 

Intra-urban residential migration is the immediate 
cause of changes in the composition and character of urban 
neighborhoods. One neighborhood gains and another loses a 
family of certain characteristics: number of persons, Sex, 
age, ethnic origin, language, food habits, religion, income 
and level of education. So, by virtue of a move, the social 
environment and consequently the urban structure is altered 
as well. This simultaneous change is a complex process 
undertaken by a wide variety of households which move for a 
wide variety of reasons. 

With the increasing number of immigrants of diversified 


ethnic characteristics in Canadian cities, the complexity of 
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a city's social structure is also increasing. By changing 
their place of residence within the city the movers carry 
certain ethnic characteristics with them from one 
neighborhood to another. Therefore, these changes have a 
great impact on the neighborhood as well as the city's 
market-oriented activities, that is the amenities which 
serve the households. For example, one grocery store gains 
and another loses a customer of certain preferences and food 
habits (e.g. vegetarian, fish eater, pork eater, beef 
eater). The degree of impact also varies when the mobility 
pattern of each immigrant community is considered 
individually. This is because, each immigrant community, 
especially the minority communities, has different cultures, 
customs, food habits and religious beliefs from the host 
society. In these circumstances in order to accomplish 
better city planning, an understanding of the determinants 
of residential mobility of different minority communities is 
very important for planners. 

The study of intra-urban migration of a minority group 
in terms of who moved among them, the characteristics of the 
movers of that minority group, where they moved to and why 
they moved will provide their overall pattern of movement in 
the city. The reason for their moves will show the 
relationship between the households of that minority group 
and environment surrounding them. It will also indicate 
whether the reasons for their relocation are Similar or not 


to the other movers in the city, and do they have other 
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special preferences or reasons for their relocation decision 
in the city. The analysis of the reasons for their move will 
provide an idea of how they use their surrounding 
environment, how they perceive it and what are their 
priorities within it. 

Among the different causes of intra-urban residential 
migration, the life-cycle is postulated as the most 
Significant explanation for individual household mobility in 
North American cities. The life-cycle of a household of any 
minority community in a Canadian city is not necessarily 
different from any one else's. The life cycle model has been 
found to be very important in understanding the intra-urban 
residential migration pattern of a minority community. The 
Study therefore will explore the mobility pattern of East 
Indians in Edmonton as it relates to changes in their 


bitezcycies 


1.6 SUMMARY 

Canada is one of the most urbanized nations of the 
world. More than three quarters of its population live in 
urban areas. However, more than half of them are 
concentrated in only nine metropolitan areas. A significant 
proportion of the migrants to these urban centres are from 
overseas. 

A large part of each urban area is occupied by 
residential development. In North America, each city has a 


generalised residential pattern much akin to every other. In 
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general, socio-economic status displays a concentric 
zonation around the city centre with the lowest status near 
the city centre and increasing status towards the periphery. 
The demographic characteristics of the city dwellers 
overlays the social pattern with high density, dominated by 
young adults and old people at the centre. The density 
decreases towards the periphery which is mostly inhabited by 
families with children. 

The presence of segregated residential districts for 
different ethnic groups is a common phenomenon of Canadian 
cities. This is especially true of the larger cities of 
Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver and Winnipeg. Ethnic 
concentration occurs in different parts of different cities, 
but mostly near the inner zone of the city. Consequently, 
these sections tend to reflect the presence of different 
ethnic groups. In big cities, the ethnic groups create 
"Sub-cities" within the city. The main reason for clustering 
appears to be poor economic conditions, ethnicity, language 
problems, low educational background, less occupational 
skills and the inability to assimilate with the host 
society. 

The degree of ethnic segregation varies in different 
cities as well as among different ethnic groups. It depends 
on the rate of inflow, size and socio-economic status of the 
immigrant community. The degree of segregation is low when 
occupational and economic status of any immigrant community 


is more like the general populace. Generally, after a 
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certain time of arrival, the immigrants improve their 
economic and occupational status and tend to assimilate with 
the host society. Subsequently, they change their residence 
and neighborhood and move towards a better class residential 
area of the city. This is especially true for their second 
and third generations. As a result, as assimilation 
increases, Outward movement also increases. 

Intra-urban residential migration is a common 
phenomenon of Canadian cities. Changes of life-cycle seem to 
be the most important in creating this mobility. With the 
change of the life-cycle, the household's demands also 
change. These demands include space, ownership of housing, 
accessibility characteristics to the residential area, and 
social environment of the neighborhood. In the early stage 
of the life-cycle preference for a residential area is more 
related to the career and occupational ability of the head 
of the household. In the child-rearing and launching stages 
preference for a residential area is more related to the 
dwelling unit and neighborhood characteristics. 

Change in socio-economic status creates social mobility 
too and ultimately residential mobility. By improving one's 
socio-economic status the level of aspirations regarding 
housing also change. Consequently, negative feelings 
increase at the home of origin. As a result a move takes 
place. 

Besides ethnic and socio-economic status, the stages of 


the life-cycle of an immigrant are not necessarily different 
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from some one else in the city. Therefore, it is expected 
that the aspirations and needs regarding housing of an 
immigrant also change with changes of the life-cycle. 
Consequently, an immigrant household also changes its 
residence with a change in its life-cycle. This study is an 
attempt to find out how the mobility pattern of East Indians 


in Edmonton is associated with the life-cycle model. 


1.7 THE STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

This study is an investigation into the pattern of 
intra-urban residential migration of the East Indians in 
Edmonton. Presently people of East Indian origin are one of 
Canada's most important sources of new immigration 
(Buchignani, 1980). Almost all of them reside in different 
urban centres of Canada. About five per cent of them are 
living in Edmonton representing about one per cent of 
Edmonton's total population. For the present study they are 
treated as one of the minority communities in a Canadian 
GHEY. 

Specifically, this study seeks to analyze the 
relationship between residential mobility and the causes of 
relocation of East Indians as the move relates to the stages 
of their life-cycle. Several questions regarding their 
mobility pattern need to be answered. Who change their 
residence ? What are their origins and destinations? How 
does the life-cycle influence their preferences and 


selection of destination? 


ibe stolen a 


eee ; 4 = a 
ns 39 wate pnibrses7 4 on bas fant 
ies | 
weld gratis ott 10, egte ia6 is 3 
f 


en oeiaite oats plodeamon 3 jawie ies ne - xhansupeene2 
as 2: yeude eidt. .elsyorattt oat 1 apaedo s dtiw sonsbiner . 
s6ibn!l +o05 to n3e3I8Q vii Ltdom odd. wod 300. pnt aa sqnesas 


labom sisyorsith saz date Seisisouas ef nodnomba nt 2 
° = 
) . 4 - 


: 7 Cin 7 : a 

S142]84 SN? 30 THOMSTATS SRT.T)! 

=e. iS | oe _ Z 

to nrsdjaa sit ont molyapisedvaecns ay ybuse, eid? | ) 
nf ansibai. sa6a) edt. to nol feseee Lot inglast nedzg-si2as 


> 
Yo sno sts aipite asibnt dese Yo si ata Sie 


noiterpinmi wen lo essiuoa saeoa rogmi tacoma" ' sbens: 


to iis jeomls . (Oger -inenpiious) 


ae 3 5 re F ~ :- 
tnatetirb a: esbiest fieag = 
- n » e* - * ( 


915 medi? 36. fneolSeqlevi2 t6ed4 Jabens> Re sansa: 
f ' t or 


inas teq sno. tucds praisansdeiges nosnomba ni ea 


ma Ne 


sis ust youve Jasgeaq ed? t0% ,.noidsivgog ipies 2ipete 
p , if 4 
neibsns. s nt esis iauma ez % Hksoniag gy 30) sn6 2 ibe 


oe: s eae 
we aw I 


sit gsylén& O83 fase youse efdt .qifantts 7 
to aseuso sit bas vai Lidoa [eignebiees veswasd aides : oitsh Le 


ite 


eacu32 sf2 of aszetas svom ont Bs anstbat 28a 10 « ala 2 

aiecis secbtiaccale enclseeup Lexevee , alogp- siz: pv 

| rhadt 9g nac> el «BexaHens 8d on baee axes3eq a 4% 

- woR Tenok snide natal esi | 97 6 36 -_ i 3 

7 st wee =y 

: a ms ha, —— a pes pee bok: nt ail ty 
i me Prey: : 


we 


a as 49 b) hy i 
Px ol Pi 
- F - 
_ 


ipa 
m4 


26 


To date, there appears to have been some work done on 
the distribution pattern of East Indians in different 
Canadian cities (Periera, 1971; Cassin, 1977; Buchignani, 
1980; and Yasmin, 1982). No research has been done on their 
intra-urban residential migration. However, a review of the 
general literature on intra-urban migration reveals a 
widespread assumption that intra-urban migration is the 
process by which a household adjusts its housing needs to a 
change of household structure. Therefore, the migration 
study of the East Indians will be examined as it relates to 
the changes of life-cycle of this minority group. 

A secondary goal is to find out the factors which cause 
households to move and subsequently to select their 
destinations in the city as these are associated with the 
Stages of the life-cycle. 

Hence the research problem ence investigate the 
relevance of the stages of the life-cycle to East Indians 
intra-urban residential mobility in Edmonton. It is proposed 
that the aspects of the life-cycle model have a significant 
influence on the intra-urban mobility pattern of this 


minority community in a Canadian city. 


1.8 PLAN OF THE INVESTIGATION 

This thesis is organised in the following way. Relevant 
information regarding the subject is necessary in order to 
develop the background for the investigation. The subject of 


this study is the intra-urban migration of the East Indian 
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community in Edmonton. Thus, chapter two of this study 
provides relevant information on this community in different 
Canadian cities. The first section of chapter two includes 
the historical background, socio-economic and demographic 
characteristics and the geographical distributions, of East 
Indians in different Canadian cities. Since the intra-urban 
migration of the East Indian community in Edmonton is the 
specific subject of this study, their geographical 
distribution in Edmonton is presented in the last section of 
chapter two. 

A review of the literature on intra-urban residential 
migration in North American cities is essential to elaborate 
the objectives of this study. Chapter three gives the 
conceptual background for the analysis. This chapter 
identifies who moves, why do they move and where do they 
move. This discussion will be restricted to North American 
urban dwellers. Finally in the last section of this chapter, 
the research expections of this study are formulated based 
on selected aspects which are the outcome of the literature 
review. These aspects, in general, relate to the life-cycle 
model which include demographic and socio-economic 
characteristics of the moves as well as the spatial aspects 
of the move. 

Chapter four illustrates the methodology and data. This 
chapter describes the study area, data source, sampling 
technique and sample size, questionnaire design and survey 


method. Chapter four also illustrates the methods of 


ie 
TE 


dens to shereugtannte tani ci 


nadzu sata eds sonte, saeitie penn paris metal 4 
243 st noanonba at ytiaummoa aeibht sega dy to aotsuseimn oe 
lepidgexposp tisdz Nbudeweddy ‘Ye sicasnadial nilizege ts 


Yo nioFtase 2asf add ni betneegia Pye notsudizaeib n 


a 
vows tetqedo — i 
latansbtasn _piedtiy=saan? no siding! ana jo wedver AL ' 


sJesodale oF istansaes. at eattio nupeisind igen nt aoiseipia 
si? aevip seid? tet0qNed9 .youde eid> do aevitsstde sft 
s33qsda stam < rae i adz- 0% Spdgrasped) evsqanaos : 7 

yetia ob Ssistw ibn, evan ibis ob gdw \2evoa ow @einigashi 7 
assivend di10M od. Betvizjees sd ILiw' noleayoelb. ett? .svom a 
,yevgsd® aide Yo ofeeto ry:8 ata iat titans .otel lew} nada ~ 
beesd Seralumio3 ‘atetdbu bee aldtzy to andt neces foresees erty 
studeistit dz to ‘epaqiuo ef3: ere Honig alas 7 


on 


oimenons-ofnee ‘bas sLciqaupemsh shuloni doidw febom . 
esceqes letieqe sda es {iew es esvom sift to aniteinsvosisd> 


Zo 


analysis. Analysis, discussion of the data, test of research 
expections, the findings of the study and its implication 
are the content of the following three chapters. Chapters 
five, Six and seven respectively cover pees paclel 
dimensions of flow, the demographic and socio-economic 
characteristics of the movers and the reasons for their 
moving and selecting a destination. Associations between the 
life-cycle and intra-urban migration of East Indian 
households are analyzed in chapter eight. The concluding 
chapter of this study is chapter nine. This chapter 
Synthesizes the study's findings and draws several 


suggestions for future research. 
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2. EAST INDIANS IN CANADIAN CITIES 


Canada is characterized by a population of immigrant groups 
of diverse ethnic origin which constitute a society with the 
feature of an ethnic mosaic. The proportion of people of 
Asian origin in this ethnic mosaic is very insignificant, 
representing only about three per cent of total Canadian 
population. More than 40 per cent of the people of Asian 
Origin in Canada are from East India and these people 
constituted only about one per cent of the Canadian 
population in 1981. In the literature, East Indians have 
been identified as a minority community in this 
multicultural society, being characterized by its small 
numbers, strong community ties through different ethnic, 
cultural and religious institutions and with a tendency to 
settle down in the middle class residential areas of large 
cities of Canada. 

Since demographic and socio-economic characteristics 
like age, sex, marital status, size of the household, 
ethnicity, education, occupation and income of the city 
dwellers, have a great impact on the intra-urban residential 
migration pattern and process in North American cities, it 
becomes necessary to investigate the demographic and 
socio-economic characteristics of Bast Indians in Canadian 
cities to prepare the background for the study. Because of 
the lack of published and readily available data and 


literature, this discussion deals only with a few cities. 
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These are Toronto, Vancouver, Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Windsor 
and Edmonton. 

The first section of this chapter will include the 
definition which is going to be used to identify the East 
Indians for the purpose of this study, the historical 
background and trends of immigration and the demographic and 
socio-economic characteristics of East Indians in different 
cities of Canada. The latter part of this chapter comprises 
an analysis of the distributional pattern of East Indians in 


Edmonton in 1982. 


2.1 DEFINITION OF EAST INDIANS 

The term "East Indian" as used in this study will refer 
to persons who originated from India, Pakistan, Srilanka and 
Bangladesh now residing and working in Edmonton, 
irrespective of their immigration status. The term "East 
Indian" is commonly used in Canada for those people, who 
originated from India, Pakistan, Srilanka and Bangladesh, 
and people who emigrated from Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Fiji, 
The United Kingdom, South East Asia and West Indies but 
originally came from the Indian subcontinent (Buchignani, 
1977). This study will concentrate only on the East Indians 
whose country of birth is India, Pakistan, Srilanka and 
Bangladesh regardless of where they came from before 


emigrating to Canada. 
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2.2 THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The earliest East Indian immigrants arrived in Canada 
between 1898 and 1902. Like the Chinese and Japanese, they 
first came and settled on the Pacific coast, in the province 
of British Columbia. The majority of these first pioneers 
were "Sikh" soldiers who went to England in 1897 to attend 
Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee celebration. While 
returning to India, by way of Canada, some of them decided 
to settle in British Columbia (Husaini, 1981). Although 
nearly all the early East Indian immigrants were "Sikh", the 
Canadian society simply called them "Hindoo". The Census of 
British Columbia in 1906, shows that there were 258 East 
Indians in that province, but they called them "Hindoo" (the 
term used waS Synonymous with East Indians). The number of 
East Indians in British Columbia increased dramatically 
after 1904 and over 5,000 had arrived in the province by the 
end of 1908. 

People in British Columbia had protested periodically 
against Asian immigration since 1878 (Husaini, 1981). As a 
result, the Federal Government of Canada decided in 1907 to 
terminate the immigration of Asians, especially Indian 
immigrants. AS a consequence of this new immigration law, 
the number of East Indian immigrants suddenly declined after 
1908. The only fundamental change in this exclusionary 
policy occurred in 1920, after which, the wives and 
dependent children of legal Canadian East Indian residence 


were allowed to join their husbands and fathers. However, 
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only a few wealthy men could actually afford to bring in 
their families to join them (Buchignani, 1977). 

Family migration has become common only during the last 
30 years. It was after 1947 that certain changes were 
introduced in the Canadian government's immigration policy, 
resulting from the gradual liberalization of immigration 
laws. Thus the number of immigrants increased substantially 
after 1947 and even then the number was not significant 
(Figure 2.1). This situation continued until the early 
1960's, when less than one per cent of the immigrants in 
Canada was from East India (Figure 2.2). 

Since the mid-1960's, when Canadian immigration 
regulations were relaxed to allow non-Europeans to apply on 
equal terms with those from traditional source countries, 
the number of East Indian immigrants increased rapidly. This 
coincided with a great increase in Asian immigrants to 
Canada and it has continued with marked increases in 1973 
and 1974 (Figure 2.1). Even though they increased rapidly, 
East Indian immigrants comprised only 5 per cent of the 
total immigrants in Canada for the period 1965-74. However, 
eduring 1973-74, they comprisedvabout 6 per) cent: of sthe total 
immigrants in Canada. D'costa explains that this sudden 
increase is the result of the addition of visitors who were 
granted landed, immigration status, "--- particularly as a 
result of the adjustment of Status Programme ('amnesty') in 
1973." (D'costa, 1977: 169). The immigration regulations 


encouraged skilled persons and did not allow visitors to 
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apply for immigration status. The significant decrease in 
numbers but increase in percentage of East Indian immigrants 
Since 1974 can be explained by the Canadian immigration's 
changed regulation. 

According to the Census of Canada, in 1981 there were 
116,992 East Indians in Canada. This group includes all East 
Indians, whose mother tongue is any of the East Indian 
languages irrespective of their country of birth. The Census 
of Canada 1971 shows 52,100 Indo Pakistani, which represents 
77 per cent of East Indians (as identified by Census of 
Canada). The 1976 and 1981 Censuses do not contain the data 
for this community in particular. AS a result, the exact 
current statistics on the population size of this community 
in Canada are not available for the purpose of this study. 
Demographic and socio-economic characteristics therefore 
have to be derived from a review of literature on this 


community in different Canadian cities. 


2.3 DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

The demographic characteristics which have a 
Significant influence on the residential mobility pattern 
are age, sex, marital status and household structure of the 
city dwellers. Therefore, this section of this chapter 
discusses only age, sex, marital status, and household 


structure of Bast Indians in different urban centres of 


Canada. 
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2.3.1 Age 

Like all other immigrants, the majority of East Indian 
immigrants are relatively young. This age group has also 
been identified as the group most mobile in North American 
cities (Goodman, 1978). Although Nizamuddin (1977) showed 
migrants from India and Pakistan in Windsor to be between 21 
and 30 years of age, the majority of the studies have 
revealed that they are between 25 and 35 years of age. This 
means that the East Indians are comparatively younger in 
Windsor than the other cities of Canada. It should be 
mentioned here that 20 per cent of the city population of 
Windsor are between 20 and 34 years, whereas less than 19 
per cent of the Canadian population are in this age group 
(Census of Canada, 1981). 

Among the East Indians in Canada, males tend to be 
older than the females. The mean age for husbands and wives 
were 36 and 31 years respectively for the Indian immigrants 
in Saskatoon (Siddique, 1977). These mean ages indicate they 
are in the stage of their life-cycle where they are most 
likely to change their household structure which 


consequently influences their mobility rates. 


2.3.2 Sex 

The majority of the East Indian community members in 
Canada are male. Almost all of the earliest East Indian 
immigrants who came before 1920 were male (Buchignani, 


1980). Smith (1944) estimated that while there were 5,000 
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East Indian men in British Columbia during the entire 
pre-World War II period, there were only 400 East Indian 
women. From different studies of the last ten years it has 
been found that even now the members of this community are 
predominantly male. Nontheless, the 1981 Census shows that 
approximately 53 per cent of Canadian East Indians are male. 
In this connection it should be mentioned here that this 
category of "East Indians" has been identified in terms of 
mother tongue which might inflate the figures. This is 
because in addition to the "East Indians" in Canada, some 
other people who have not emigrated from East India but 
their earlier generations did, might have one of the East 
Indian languages as their mother tongue. Periera (1971) 
States that 86.2 per cent of the members of the East Indian 
community in Winnipeg were male in 1969. The sources of data 
for this statement were the membership lists of different 
East Indian Associations in Winnipeg. Pariera's findings 
corresponds to Richmond's findings where Richmond (1967) 
reports that 87.4 per cent of the post-War immigrants in 
Canada were male. These results also supports the concept 
that their migration is sex selective. 

Simmons and Baker's (1974) intra-urban migration study 
on Toronto reveals that the females of the age group of 
20-34 are most mobile among the female city dwellers and the 
mobility rate of this female group is the same as the male's 
of the same age group. On the other hand, the mobility rate 


of males of the age group of 25-44 is highest among all the 


sta ytiavmbos aidg Joe 
ted? ewode suensd fe@! arf?’ 
alam sve e0e2bal 72e8) nicttoia’ 
2idd sede sted Benolsnem i Sear Hoenn it 
to emzsd nt Bettiznsi nsec at Menaiter) eal 
ei atdt wesiwps: ars ssaltitl dupa doidw supao? redzom 
amoe .sbeeK9 oi "2nsiont tage" atF ‘02, nobtibbs at rr 
sud stbal tes mots Ss2srbine Wo sich ow efgosq. 2sdt0 
te6% eit to sno eved gdpin orion ; 
(Fv!) srsite® .sipnet tedzom sheds es espsupnel netbal ; 
nabbal tes sd do eredmem ets iq goae 19 ae wit « 
si6b lo agnide SAT epert ns vite so ogi eta 
4+ne1sa2ih Jo 2garl qideredesm sii ats¥ SnsmersIe 
epribai? 27 erarGae ipaqtanyat aR 
(caer) Bromdsth easd Senebata’ 2'bnomiGin oF | 

oi etnaxpinmi bes kshis bi ae to gnes.29q 9-3 
igsones sid exsoqque eals acivess seer? ,sism ® 

‘ravisosise xez zi nod 

ybute noivszpin nedau-s33ni (afer) e*1sded bas anomie” 
to quoip eps a3 io esigmst od? tatz alseves - 
onit bas auetlanb = etoms slidom teom 


xe 
— 
a 
3 


38 


city population. Thus, if the Bast Indians in Canadian 
cities are more male and most of them are within the age 
group of 25-44, it is expected that their mobility rate 
would also be high like other male Canadian city dwellers of 


this particular age group. 


2.3.3 Marital Status 

East Indian immigrants have a much higher married to 
Single ratio than other immigrants in Canada. They are 
married either by the time they arrive here or within a few 
years afterwards. Richmond (1967: 35) shows that 58 per cent 
of the post-war immigrants in Canada were married at the 
time of entry. However, in Winnipeg in 1969, 73 per cent of 
East Indian immigrants were married (Periera, 1971), and 
this percentage was much higher for females. As remarked on 
earlier this is a male dominated community in Canada. 
Married men often arrive first unaccompanied by their wives 
and dependent children and after a certain period, until 
some control over the economic and social setting is 
secured, the family joins them from their home country 
(Periera, 1971; Cassin 1977; Awan, 1980; and Yasmin,1982). 
Consequently most of the females come to Canada either as 
wives or as dependent person of a male immigrant. Most come 
as wives. 

Periera (1971) states that Indian immigrants appear to 
be migrating as married immigrants rather than as single 


persons, thereby creating a large demand on the consumer 
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market and directly aiding Canada's economy. In addition to 
consumer demand, they also create a housing demand. 
Consequently they influence the rate of residential mobility 
as well as its pattern by changing the household structure, 
either by marriage or by family reunification. 

The mean length of marriage of the East Indian couples 
in Saskatoon was slightly over 8 years (Siddique, 1977). 
According to Rossi (1980) this is the most critical period 
for a change in household structure and subsequently a 


change in the place of residence. 


2.3.4 Family Structure 

With only a few exceptions, most of the families of the 
East Indian community are small. On the other hand, only a 
few couples are childless. However, the average family size 
for Indian immigrants in Winnipeg was 3 persons in 1969 
(Pereira, 1971) but the family size of the "Sikh" community 
in Vancouver was 5.5 in 1976 (Chadnay, 1976). Ninety-two per 
cent of Indian and Pakistani families had at least one child 
in Saskatoon in 1973 (Siddique, 1977). This small size of 
the East Indian family could be explained by the fact that 
most of the couples were young adults who had either married 
recently or just before emigrating to Canada. The larger 
size of the "Sikh" families can be explained by the presence 
of non-nuclear family members, for example, parents, 
brothers, sisters or other relatives, sometimes friends of 


the head or the wife of the head of the household (Chadnay, 
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1976). By following Rossi (1980) it can be stated that these 
families are in the early stages of their life-cycle when 


the propensity to move is usually very high (Rossi, 1980). 


2.4 SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 

The present section of this chapter will analyze some 
of the basic socio-economic characteristics of East Indians 
in different Canadian cities. Like the demographic 
variables, only those socio-economic variables, which are 
related to intra-urban residential migration in North 
American cities have been selected for discussion. These are 
the level of education, occupational pattern, income, social 
network, housing and geographical distribution within 


different Canadian cities. 


2.4.1 Educational Background 

Literature on East Indians in Canadian cities does not 
provide sufficient information regarding the educational 
background of the earlier immigrants. However, Buchignani 
States that the majority of the initial East Indian 
immigrants could neither read, write nor speak English. 
Nevertheless, a small number of educated Indians also 
emigrated since 1907. Before the 1950's more than half of 
the East Indians in Canada were reported as unskilled 
labourers (Buchignani, 1980). The changes in immigration 
policy embodied in the regulations of 1962 have affected the 


immigration from East India to Canada, a change not only in 
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its volume, but its character as well. The 1962 policy 
placed emphasis on education, training, occupational skills 
or other special qualifications of persons who were expected 
to establish themselves in Canada. The majority of Ebest new 
immigrants have received their formal education and training 
before arriving here. 

The level of education among the East Indians appears 
to be exceptionally high. Pereira (1971) found that 76 per 
cent of East Indians in Winnipeg had 13 or more years of 
education. On the other hand, only 17.5 per cent of Canadian 
people had this level of education in 1969. However, he did 
not mention his method of selecting this scale for 
education. 

Awan (1980: 244) also states that, most of the 
Pakistani immigrants are male and the majority of them are 
university graduates. He also mentions that they hold 
degrees in Physics, Economics, Engineering, Medicine, Law, 
Journalism, Mathematics, Accounting and Pure Sciences. 
Twenty-five per cent of East Indian immigrants in Windsor 
had University degrees in 1976 (Nizamuddin, 1976). More than 
42 per cent of the Bangladeshi immigrants in Toronto have 
diplomas or degrees whereas this is true of only about 19 
per cent of the total adult population of Toronto (Yasmin, 
1982: 63). Yasmin also points out that twenty per cent of 
Bangladeshi immigrants in Toronto has at least a 
professional Bachelor's degree compared to less than one per 


centeofethe)Toronto population inel982; 
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Educational achievement among the East Indian 
immigrants in different Canadian cities varies by sex. The 
Statistics on the mean length of formal schooling for 
husbands and wives of the East Indian families in Saskatoon 
depicts that it was over 19 years for the husbands and about 
15 years for the wives (Siddique, 1977: 180). This higher 
level of educational achievement of the males compared to 
the females of this community in different Canadian cities 
is strongly supported by many other researchers (Periera, 
1971; Husaini, 1981; and Yasmin, 1982). 

The level of education has been identified as one of 
the important factors which influences the mobility rate. 
The literature on migration indicates that mobility is 
positively related to the level of education. People with 
higher education are more mobile than people with lower 
education (De Jong and Gardner, 1981). In this regard it can 
be postulated that, as the educational level of East Indians 
is higher than that of the average Canadian living ina 
city, it is anticipated that they will be more mobile than 


the other Canadians in general. 


2.4.2 Occupation 

In the earliest period of arrival, the East Indians, 
mostly "Sikhs", found employment as unskilled labourers. 
However, the data on the occupational level of the earliest 
immigrants from East India are not adequate. The literature 


indicates that the majority of them were unskilled labourers 
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and most worked in the saw mills. Besides the saw mills, 
they worked in cement plants, cut wood and cleared land 
(Buchignani, 1980). Angus(1970) points out that the Canadian 
Census of 1951 shows that more than half of the East Indians 
lived on farms or the small towns and many of them worked in 
Saw mills. Some of them had joined the professions, but 
their number was very small. In addition, this community, 
especially in Vancouver, had produced a few successful 
business men by that period. In the early sixties a small 
number of East Indian immigrants gradually established 
business in the forest industry (Cassin, 1977). 

In the late sixties, with the change of immigration 
laws, the occupational pattern of this community's members 
also changed. Immigration Statistics Canada reveals that the 
intended occupation of a high percentage of immigrants from 
India, Pakistan, Srilanka and Bangladesh was managerial and 
professional. This was for the whole period of 1956-1980. 
However, the emphasis on managerial and professional jobs 
has changed over time. While in the 1956-61 period this 
category represents 39.5 per cent of East Indian immigrants 
destined to the labour force, by 1962-73 it had risen to 46 
per cent and decreased to 27 per cent by 1974-80. On the 
other hand, the proportionate increased in the 
manufacturing, mechanical and construction category was 
about 9 per cent for the period 1956-61. This figure 
increased to about 18 per cent in the period of 1962-73 and 


eventually reached 26 per cent in the period 1970-80. Thus 


es zi 


ail im, sen Pile eR tae «ad. 
bret Beatighs Bas boot dun 4 
nsibsns? ady dedd. tuo esatog (OTR Nai 7 
ensibnt tes® att To-ifed natt: edpaisiat-awede reer jo auans? ;, 4 
ni Bev iow modt Jo ynem Ors eiwor tise edt x0 emz6t no bovil 
wud ,aaotéestora add beniot Sad mas Io smoe .eibim wer . 
,vyabnummes aidg ymoftarhis ot -fiehe-ysev 2aw redaun seeds | p 
lyteesooue wel 6) Beouborg ‘H6it <tewiopnsy ai yilsireqes ; 
Ligme so esttatea vires eds ot |. 56298q) tars yd nem aeontaud ) 
hedailgetes yilsubese ates rolmmt nsiinl te68 to r9deun 
(TOO. .Ateeso) yer audits teei0r edz mi saenteud : 


aoitsipimmi Io apnedo edt din, seiegie stel ong nt ute : 
aredmet e'ysihummes a@ins to arsazaq Lsnoltaequoze eons ,awel ’ 
ait zgsdt eissver abana? goiszites? ROd THD iaied -bepasdo oats ) 
mori adqerpeimmt to apeiaeovea dgid & ic netzsquaoe, ‘bebaezat 
bos fatsspsnem 25¥ neepeease ‘bas sdmaitrve ,netetaed ~sibal 
sO8eT -adet 29 ep? atordw siti 10? asw efdT ,Lanotesetoaq 
edot lenoiaestoig ‘ang Apiinapener no #ieadqna oft .tevewoH ; 
etds bit 2 ra-aaet nn nr 'slid®@ .omit wevo bepnad> aan 
ec¢netpiom: neibal se Yo Jasat4q 4.08 exnenesqs? yropeseo: 7 
ad o¢ nowit bed 3f EN“SECr ys ,so70t swodal eda o3 beatzaeb i 
sd3 nO .OB-BVEr yd ines 19q TS Od Geeset==@ bre sns3 sq 
bas ed? ni bsese12ni edscolsiogerg edz ,fned sed90 

anv ytogede2 noldousvanos Bos Iecinedves .entwazetunem 

_ pet eld? 12-828) Bolteg sd3 x01 sao 39q @: awods | 
fine £°-S28) 40 bodreqvents ni Ineo sag Bh dweds od: beeesroni 


ie ee jne> 19q 88 bedomes yLiausnsve 


the intended occupational pattern of this immigrant group 
has changed over time with a trend towards the 
manufacturing, mechanical and construction category of jobs. 
Dir ing thelist 95637 3. tperiiod ararkwiisGMperitcent fofichasta Indian 
immigrants reported commerce and financial positions as an 
intended occupation. This group constituted 17 per cent of 
the East Indian immigrants during 1974-80. 

Since the 1960s, the majority of the East Indians have 
arrived with higher levels of education and occupational 
skills. This permits a rapid entrance into the Canadian 
occupational system. As a result, today a relatively high 
percentage of the community members are in professional and 
managerial occupations in different Canadian cities. 

Yasmin (1982) shows that 53 per cent of the Bangladeshi 
immigrants in Toronto (irrespective of male and female) was 
in professional and managerial occupations in 1981-82. 
However, all the males and 69 per cent of the females were 
employed. The occupational distribution of the Bangladeshi 
immigrants in Toronto also demonstrated a distinct variation 
in terms of sex. More than two thirds (67%) of the total 
male and about one third (29%) of the total female 
Bangladeshi labour force (employed persons) were holding 
professional and managerial positions in Toronto in 1981-82. 
The remaining per cent (71%) of the employed females was 
involved in clerical occupations (Yasmin, 1982: 70). 
Siddique (1977) in his study on the East Indian families in 


Saskatoon noted that only 17 per cent of the women were in 
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work force in 1973. He does not mention their occupational 
patterns. However, Siddique indicates that 48 per cent of 
the male members were holding professional jobs and another 
44 per cent were in semi-professional jobs (Siddique, 1977: 
L8O0* 

Periera's (1971) research findings show that among the 
East Indian immigrants in Winnipeg who had more than 
thirteen years of education, the majority were employed 
professionally in 1969. They found employment in 
universities as professors or researchers or in hospitals as 
doctors or in government offices as engineers or architects, 
lawyers, social workers and researchers. Some of them were 
employed by private enterprise in administrative capacities 
and in executive positions. A few, employed as laboratory 
technicians, are in service occupations. Pereira also 
indicates that the female members of this community with ° 
more than thirteen years of education were also employed 
professionally, as doctors, teachers, nurses and research 
workers (Periera, 1971). Nizamuddin (1977) states that about 
47 per cent of the East Indian immigrants in Windsor in 1977 
were unskilled workers and only about 22 per cent of them 
were professionals. At the same time, Cassin (1977) notes 
that a significant proportion of East Indians in Vancouver 
were involved in business in 1977. These include 
import/export businesses, stores specializing in Indian 
foods, resturants, travel agencies, real estate and 


insurance businesses. The research findings of Cassin's 
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study corresponds to the study of East Indians in New York, 
done by Saran and Leonhard-Spark (1980). The occupational 
pattern of East Indian immigrants in Winnipeg, Saskatoon, 
Windsor and Vancouver for these two different periods 
(1969-73 and 1974-77) also reflects the same pattern of the 
intended occupations of this immigrant group to Canada. The 
occupational pattern of Bangladeshi immigrants is an 
exception to this general trend. This can be explained in 
terms of their recency of migration as well as by their 
small numbers. 

The literature shows, there is a high positive 
association between residential concentration and 
occupational concentration of the city dwellers (Jones, 
1967: 419). In other words, city dwellers prefer to live in 

those areas of the city where people of the same 
WSeeupavional group reside irrespective of their ethnic 
background. Because of their diversified occupational 
structure, it is expected that the residential preferences 
and consequently the pattern of the intra-urban moves of the 


East Indians will be similar to the other city dwellers. 


2.4.3 Income 

East Indian immigrants are doing well economically. The 
literature survey reveals that the majority of immigrants 
from East India had relatively low incomes during the early 
part of their arrival in Canada. It can be stated that even 


though most of these immigrants are professionals, at the 
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time of arrival, they accepted comparatively low paying 
jobs. However, within a short period of time they adjusted 
themselves to the new environment and found better jobs with 
higher incomes. Husaini (1981) states that East Indians in 
their first year of migration were in the low income group 
of $5,370 for 1970, but over a period of three years, their 
income increased to $9,056 in 1972 (Husaini, 1981: 99). On 
the average they were in a higher income level than the 
urban population (Awan, 1980; Husaini, 1981; Yasmin, 1982). 
With upward occupational mobility and high level of 
occupational status, often held by husbands and wives within 
the same family, the economic level of these households is 
comparatively high. For example, nearly 69 per cent of East 
Indian immigrants in Winnipeg were in the income bracket of 
$6,000-$12,000 and 21 per cent were earning more than 
$12,000 per year in 1969 (Periera,1971). The average 
Canadian household's income in 1969 was $8,733 and $5,000 
was considered the upper limit of the low income household 
(Statistics Canada, 1969). Periera has identified the 
economic status of Bast Indians in Winnipeg as in the middle 
and higher middle income brackets. The mean income of the 
East Indian households in Saskatoon was $15,360 in 1973 
(Siddique, 1977). The average family income in Canadian 
metropolitan areas was $9,600 in 1971 (Gertler and Crowley, 
1977). Nizamuddin (1976) indicates that 85 per cent of East 
Indian immigrants in Windsor were in the income bracket of 


¢6,000-$18,000. However, 11 per cent of these immigrants 


dtiw, adot x9dded Bnvo? bin f one 
nt ansdbnt tes .gedy eesece (hae 
quo apenas vol ora ab otsw nobssapim Yo et) a sericea 
tienda vaneey s2id3\,i9, boiteq 5 ee aud (OTe! yoI OTEyst 20 
AO .(@2 208@r \intsevh) Syver jb ado cerees, o9aset0nt smoont 
aft ment tevel emoort Tortpit: & ab argu: yadd spsteve ed? 
_ (3g0r  nimaay Peer vingseuk s 0882 vtewa) aod teluqeg madi 
bo) pevet: ae bas yal lidom a dake “weit brewqu AZiW 
nidgiw 2eviw bos. ebnasdeud yd bhad. to 430, vausnse Ian0htsqu290 
si ehfodeauod sesd3 ie Lsval vimoneoe orf? . glia? eneeved? 
jaeé Yo dries 19q 88 ylieeq ,siqmsxs 10% .deid ylowitersqmes 
to deassid smoont edz. ni exsy peqiaciW at atnsapéamé nsibal 
nedt o79m eqinass, e198 gaeo 798g /TS Ong 0090, SF2-000.,02 
spevevs. oaT AS24629 i289) eset mi 260Y 39q 000,812 
000,22 bas C&T, Bg-asm CeCh ni -smosmh a bLeteaued ns ihansd 
Blodeaued amczAi wok pdb Ro JkELL xaqgd add Sesebienoo eam 
a3 baititneii esd sisinss “tReet , sbene? 2oij3#i3632) 
eibdim edt ni es odatitatw vif patent 4263 to autsse simonoss 
si} 20 eindoni neem et? .atedosid emonni siboim rerdpid bas 
cVRt ni O3E\eh eBw noodmlas? nt ebiodeeuort osthat saat 
netbeans? mismeont xiimed opszeve, oft .(CC8h veupibble) 
sYeiwor as relate) rer ci 008,8% 26 assis nasi fegortem 
3268 20° ines 194 28 tess aoaeoibni (aren) nbhbumasin , (RECT 
¥9 seknexd suool as ni stew xoabaiW me esnerpinmt naibnl 
fo anes 40q.t} \3eveWoH .000,868-000¥8 


48 


were earning more than $18,000 per year in 1975. 

Yasmin (1982) argues that 84 per cent of the 
Bangladeshi immigrants in Toronto earned anually more than 
$15,000 and 66 per cent of them were earning more than 
$20,000 in 1981. She also states that, this percentage is 
much higher than the five per cent of the employed 
population of Toronto C.M.A. within the same income group. 
This income group is identified as an upper middle income 
group in Canadian society. 

The literature indicates that the intra-urban 
residential migration pattern largely depends on the 
economic condition of the household. It has been found that 
the middle income group moves to a greater extent than the 
lower and upper income group (Simmons .and Baker, 1974). It 
is also argued that by making an intra-urban move, the 
middle income group generates an observable social change in 
the various neighborhoods (Simmons and Baker, 1974; 
Weinberg, 1979; and Bible and Brown, 1980). Therefore, with 
reference to economic status, it can be argued that the East 
Indian community in different Canadian urban centres is one 
of those groups which induce a change in the social 


structure of a neighborhood. 


2.4.4 Social Network and Institution 
There is no firm geographic community of East Indians 
in any urban centres of Canada. This is not to suggest that 


these immigrants lack the desire for proximity to their 
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ethnic friends. This desire to maintain contact with other 
East Indians is overcome by frequent visits and telephone 
calls and also by establishing formal ethnic associations 
(Husaini, 1981; and Yasmin, 1982). The majority of the 
Canadian East Indians participate in extensive social 
networks of friends which provide the individual with the 
opportunity to interact with others. This social network 
provides the basis for reestablishing a feeling of community 
within an urban setting and it also serves to maintain 
individual self-identity (Buchignani, 1979). 

Without a segregated residential area this community 
has viable identity in different urban centres of Canada 
through different specialized institutions. These include 
ethnic, cultural and social clubs and. denominational 
churches. Some of these associations are mainly devoted to 
religious functions. The "Gurduara" religious institutions 
for the "Sikh" community is one of this type. There are some 
other associations which are devoted to religious and 
linguistic functions. Celebrating religious festivals and 
conducting classes in their own mother tongue are examples. 

Upon arrival in Canada, the majority of the East 
Indians get in touch with their community members. 
Consequently, through different formal and informal 
associations they expand their range of acquaintances. 
Through this attachment the new immigrants are able to get 
different sorts of support while they establish themselves 


in the new urban setting. This Support includes helping to 
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find a better job, a place to live, information regarding 
schooling and shopping centres. Buchignani (1979) reports 
that the family's friends often share the economic burden a 
new immigrants faces until his family has established a 
Canadian income and can repay a loan. Because of such strong 
community ties and tight social network, it is expected that 
the decision to change the residence and choice of 
destination of an East Indian household would be largely 


influenced by the other community members. 


2.4.5 Housing 

The housing conditions of the East Indian community in 
Canada is largely controlled by the income of the community 
members. Because of the lack of data, it is difficult to 
present the housing conditions of this community in any 
detail. It was mentioned earlier that the community members 
usually help the new immigrants to find a place to live. 
This is particularly true for those immigrants who have come 
as a result of chain migration. Cassin (1977) in his study 
of East Indians in Vancouver indicates that when a new 
immigrant joins his relatives who have sponsored him to 
Canada, he is taken care of by his Canadian relatives who 
introduces him to other members of the community. Cassin 
also added that many of the new immigrants stay temporarily 
with relatives while they make initial adjustments to the 
new society. They often live with the family until they get 


married or may move into a rental house or apartment with 
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other persons in a Similar situation to themselve. Similar 
views prevail in Buchignani's (1979) study of "South Asian 
Canadians and the Ethnic Mosaic". In his study, Buchignani 
states that rental housing is often very expensive for newly 
arrived families. Therefore, some families share the house 
with other families to reduce their per capita expenses. 

The majority of East Indians try to buy houses as soon 
as they are able to get financing to do so (Cassin, 1977; 
Husaini, 1981). Buchignani (1979) and Husaini (1981) have 
shown that the East Indian Canadians place a very high 
priority on home ownership and families commonly buy houses 
within three to five years of arriving in Canada. The richer 
relatives often lend money to the other relatives to buy 
houses far earlier than they would be able to if they were 
to depend entirely on their own resources (Cassin, 1977; and 
Buchignani, 1979). 

When an individual decides to purchase a home, his 
choice will be greatly influenced by the experiences of his 
relatives and other community members. Often it is on the 
advice of the experienced community members that the 
newcomer will select the real estate agency and salesman, 
and in some special circumstances, the community members 
might begin to bargain on behalf of the buyer (Cassin, 


1977). 
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2.4.6 Geographical Distribution 

Unlike other immigrant groups, East Indian immigrants 
have resisted the pattern of organizing a clearly defined 
community for themselves within the larger community. 
Rather, they have spread themselves throughout the city 
areas, renting and owing private dwellings. Even in 
Vancouver, where the larger number of East Indians are 
living, there is no firm geographical community. However, 
there is a preference for East Indians to take up residence 
in Vancouver south and some parts of Richmond and Surrey. 
Chadnay (1976) identified a significant proportion of the 
"Sikh" living in Vancouver south. He gives two reasons for 
this concentration. Firstly, the presence of the lumber 
industry there that employ a significant number of "Sikhs". 
The other reason is that the new Gurdwara (religious 
institution) was built in that area. Nonetheless, both 
Chadnay (1976) and Cassin (1979) agree that these areas 
where East Indians tend to concentrate are also the 
residential areas of middle class Canadian citizens. Such 
opinions also are reflected in other studies on East Indians 
in- Canada (Pereira, 1971; Buchignani, 1979; Awan, 1980; and 
Yasmin, 1982). 

Pereira (1971) indicates that in Winnipeg the greater 
number of immigrants appear to reside in the St.James- 
Assiniboia municipality. But this should not indicate the 
formation of an Indian ghetto in Winnipeg. Immigrants seek 


residences where they can afford to buy or rent a house. The 
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clustering in the St.James-Assiniboia area is understandable 
as it 1S traditionally the residential districts of middle 
and upper middle class Canadians (Pereira, 1971). This 
alusturingeindicatesdthatg fnkesothereCanaddansitthe East 
Indian immigrants reside in those areas where they can 
afford to rent or buy a house. As mentioned earlier, in 
reference to income East Indians in Winnipeg were synonymous 
with the middle income range Canadian people in 1969 (see 
page 47). 

Yasmin (1982) suggests that the price of housing and 
proximity to work seems to be the main determinants for the 
distribution of the Bangladeshi immigrants in Toronto. She 
also states, "Most of them upon arrival, live in apartments 
Or rooming houses in the down town area of Toronto city. 
With their gradual control over the socio-economic 
Situation, they gradually move to better residences in the 
outskirts of the city. On the whole, their settlement 
pattern appears to be concentrated in Mississauga and 
Scarborough but even within these areas, one can rarely find 
two households living on the same street" (Yasmin, 1982: 
61-63). From these studies it can be asserted that, the 
economic capacity of the people appears to be one of the 
most important factors attributing to the settlement 
patterns of East Indian people. 

As the distribution pattern of the East Indian 
immigrants is largely controlled by its economic status, it 


is expected that they would also behave like other city 
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dwellers in changing their place of residence. On this point 
Awan (1980) states, "Pakistani immigrants have spread 
themselves throughout the city areas renting or owning 
private dwellings and this helped them to facilitate their 
asSimilation into the Canadian life-style" (Awan, 1980:243). 
This statement leads us to hypothesize that, with 
asSimilation into the Canadian life-style, East Indians 
react to the common aspects of the migration decision in 
much the same way as any other Canadian. One further point 
relevant to their housing requirements is made by Buchignani 
(1980). He states that when the East Indians decide to own a 
house, they prefer to buy a new one rather than a used one. 
Therefore, it 1S anticipated that, for the East Indian 
movers, a "new house" would be one influential factor in the 


selection of their destination in the city. 


2.5 EAST INDIANS IN EDMONTON 

The number of East Indians in Alberta has been 
increasing very rapidly since the late 1950s (Husaini, 
1981). The size of this community has increased with the 
increase of in migration to this province from other parts 
of Canada and of immigrants from abroad. At present, about 
11 per cent of the Canadian East Indians are living in 
Alberta. Of these, 43 per cent are living in Edmonton (1981 
Census). The Census now uses mother tongue to distinguish 
between the various ethnic groups. It included as East 


Indians those speaking Bengali, Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi,Tamil, 
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Telegu, Cengalese, Malayalam and Indo-Pakistani languages. 
There were recorded in this way 5,440 East Indian people in 
Edmonton. This group constitutes one per cent of the city 
population. 

The data for this community in Edmonton are not 
adequate. The research work done by Husaini (1981) provides 
some information regarding East Indian working women, their 
families and their social network. However, these data are 
not adequate to portray a detailed picture of the 
demographic and socio-economic character of the whole 
community in Edmonton. This section of the chapter is 
designed to give a general profile of East Indians in 
Edmonton on the basis of HusSiani's (1981) research findings. 
This section will also include the distribution pattern of 
East Indians in Edmonton in 1982. The sources of the data 
are the membership lists of different East Indian ethnic 
associations. 

Like other overseas immigrants, East Indians in 
Edmonton are predomonantly young males. Husaini found very 
few East Indians in Edmonton were Canadian born or old 
persons. It seems that almost the whole community consists 
of post-World War II immigrants most of whom came in the 
sixties or early seventies (Bowerman, 1980; and Husaini, 
1981). Forty-six per cent of the East Indian working women 
are between 26-35 years of age. Among these working women 75 
per cent have one or two children. The study did not 


indicate the average age, sex composition, marital status 
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and family size of this community. 

High educational background is one of the notable 
characteristics of the East Indians in different Canadian 
cities. The East Indians in Edmonton are not an exception to 
this. Bowerman (1980) notes that many persons are qualified 
in the Social Sciences. Bowerman showed that their 
qualifications exceed the job requirements. Hasaini (1981) 
Showed that among the East Indian working women's family 
members in Edmonton, 60 per cent of the men and 35 per cent 
of the women have degrees or post graduate training. Sixty 
per cent of the men of these households are professionally 
employed, including doctors, engineers, professors, 
researchers and lawyers. There is also a marked difference 
between the husband's and wives's educational and 
professional acheivements. Apart from the fact that over two 
thirds of the women have degrees the majority of them are 
employed in unskilled and semi-skilled manual occupations 
and 23 per cent of them are engaged in clerical and 
technical work (Husini, 1981). 

Husaini found that 80 per cent of the heads of the East 
Indian households earned more than $11,000 a year in 1979. 
Of the total,30 per cent earned between $11,001 and $16,000 
per annum. She also mentions that 45 per cent of the East 
Indian men in Edmonton earned more than $16,000 a year in 
1979. However, income of the working women is not mentioned 
and therefore it is not possible to estimate the total 


household income of this community. In 1979, the mean and 
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median income of the male members of Canadian households 
were $14,981 and $14,237 respectively. Based on Husaini's 
findings,the income of East Indians in Edmonton was much the 
Same as the median income of other Canadians in 1979. 

From the above discussion it can be stated that East 
Indians in Edmonton are not necessarily different in many 
respects from other East Indians in other Canadian cities. 
The socio-economic characteristics of this community places 
them in the middle income professional group in Edmonton. 

Like other Canadian cities, Edmonton does not possess 
any segregated residential district of East Indians. 
Nevertheless, the presence of a Significant number of East 
Indian families in certain residential areas of the city is 
not uncommon. The distribution pattern is not even with East 
Indian families living in all parts of the city. 

East Indians in Edmonton maintain a strong social 
network among themselves through different ethnic 
organizations or associations. There are 21 associations for 
the different groups of the East Indian community in 
Edmonton. According to geographical region these 
associations can be devided into three groups, 17 for 
Indian, three for Pakistani and one for Bangladeshi people. 
According to the membership lists of these associations, 626 
East Indian families are attached to at least one of these 
associations. Some families are also members of more than 
one associations. For the purpose of this study, membership 


in one association has been considered. The executive 
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members of these associations have said that not all the 
East Indians in Edmonton are members. However, they claimed 
that more than 90 per cent of the East Indians living in 
Edmonton are members of at one of these associations. 
Therefore, it is reasonable to consider the addresses of 
these members as the best available sources of data to 
indicate the distribution pattern of this community in 
Edmonton. Since the Srilankan people do not have any ethnic 
association in Edmonton, addresses of 50 Srilankan families 
were collected from two different sources. Firstly, by 
consulting the personal telephone directories of some 
Srilankan people in Edmonton. Secondly, from the telephone 
directory of the City of Edmonton 1982, by following some 
common Srilankan last names (detail in chapter four). 

All the addresses of the East Indian families are 
plotted on a street map of Edmonton (Figure 2.3). The 
distribution pattern shows these people live in all parts of 
the city with higher concentrations in the southern, 
western, northern and north eastern peripherial suburbs. 
There is also some clusturing near the university area and 
in Malmo Plain. At this scale the distribution pattern shows 
neither a segregated residential area in the city nor a 
concentration in the inner section of the city. It also does 
not correspond to Davies' findings on the distribution 
pattern of Asian ethnic groups in Edmonton (Davies, 1978). 

In 1982, the majority of the East Indians in Edmonton 


were found in those areas of the city which have been 
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Each dot represents one household. 
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developing since the early 1970s (Edmonton General Plan, 
1979). A significant number of community members are found 
in the residential areas that were developed after 1977. 
These areas are in the suburbs of Castledown, Clarview, 
Steel Height, Kaskatayo, West Jasper Place and Millwoods 
(City of Edmonton Planning Department, 1979). 

The City of Edmonton (1981) has published statistics on 
the housing stock in some selected residential areas in the 
ait ohiEdmonton, Home 98itMAccording ‘to that reportettotal 
housing stock (including single family unit, row 
house,apartment) was highest in Millwoods (17,500) followed 
by West Jasper Place (11,048); Clareview, Hermitage Steel 
Height (9,285); Castledown (8,083), Kaskatayo and Twin Brook 
(6,902): and Riverbend (2,670) and lowest in Lake district 
(289). In reference to that report, it can be stated here 
that the concentration of East Indians are in those areas 
where the numbers of housing are comparatively higher than 
the other areas of the city. In other words, their spatial 
distribution pattern is influenced by the housing 
opportunities in different residential areas of the city. 

Davies (1978) recognizes sectoral pattern of 
socio-economic status in Edmonton. These newly developed 
areas where most of the East Indians live were not included 
in that analysis. By following the sectoral pattern 
identified by Davies, we can tentatively stated that the 
majority of the East Indians live in the middle class 


residential areas of Edmonton. However, some members of this 
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community live in the Riverbend, Grand View, Westbrook,and 
Capitol Hill residential areas (Figure 2.3). Fairbairn 
(1978) identifies these areas as the high class residential 
area of Eahontonk Some of the East Indians also live in 
those areas which were identified as the low class 
residential areas by Davies (1978). These areas are Norwood 
and Parkland. 

Larson (1979) reports on comparative housing costs in 
four residential ares of Edmonton for 1978. According to 
that report, prices of houses were highest in Petrolia 
followed by Rio-Terrace and Londonderry and lowest in 
Millwoods. The Royal Trust (Realtor) has conducted a survey 
on housing prices of selected residential districts in 
different urban centres of Canada in October, 1983. In that 
Survey only nine residential districts of Edmonton were 
considered. According to that survey prices of houses were 
heighest in Valley View/Glenora followed by Riverbend/Grand 
View; West End; Petrolia; Sherwood park; St. Albert; and 
Castledown and lowest in Clarview and Millwoods (Royal Trust 
Survey of Canadian House Prices, 1983). From the above 
discussion it can be stated that East Indians in Edmonton 
have a tendency to settle down in those suburbs where 
housing is comparatively cheaper than that of other 
residential areas of the city. The presence of East Indians 
arround the university and Malmo Plain area (Figure 2.3) can 
be explained by the presence of university housing. In 


general it can be asserted that the majority of the East 
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Indians live in the housing that on the average tends 
towards the lower end of the value scale. 

As noted in chapter one (see page 12), Davies (1978) 
has identified that family status depicts a concentric 
pattern of residential development in Edmonton. This is 
concentrically arranged around the city centre with low 
Status yatsthe centre and high family status«onsthescity 
periphery. By following Davies' research findings, it can be 
shown that the majority of the East Indians in Edmonton live 
in those areas where family status is high. 

From the above discussion it can be concluded that most 
of the East Indians in Edmonton live in newly developed 
residential areas, at the edge of the city and with a 
tendency towards the areas where the housing available are 
comparatively higher and prices are comparatively lower than 
the other residential districts of the city. The majority of 
them live in those areas where the raising of a family is 


important. 


2.6 SUMMARY 

The term "East Indian" as used in this study refers to 
persons whose country of birth is India, Pakistan, Srilanka 
and Bangladesh. Migration of persons from East India to 
Canada is more than half a century old. Like other Asians 
they first came in the late nineteenth century and settled 
on the Pacific coast, particularly in British Columbia. The 


number of East Indian immigrants increased over time but the 


(acer) esiwea. (St seaq. edeis 

sittnepnoD 6. 270f0sb" 

ai era? «tog sombe. ni 2 | | 

wol diiw saanepiydis, ona cnuose Bepaaize qiieoizanesEes ‘ 

isin edd a0 eudes# ylimal dott Bae lexthes’ edaterduseda — 

ed neo si ,@pndibnitd doyeseo: ‘esivedpaemer lo3 ve synedgizeg ) , 

gvil nosnombacat enekbal jaea acd aoe yhT oem ety ted3 nvoda ; 

gid el -eusbte xiibn? «19a saete enddaiot - 

teom tadd bebulonos od-mg> 3k “ic fedusers gvods edt mows |! q 

neyolaveb yiwan ni eyil sotatmeBenl eqsibal toad eft to 

s dtiw bas Yots eda to spbe gag ts ,2se3e isidnebiaet 

ors oidsliays prlevedmads) erate Sseus etd abiswos yoaebass 

nats 19WOL ylowd¥auaddos Ris eeaity babowadedd qlewtteseqmos 

io ystsorem od? .ystro es, 36 essizialb ictsnsbieer t0ddo-ed$ 4 
2i ylims? » 10 6Rieist) std aired agate eaods ni evil med> 

| samaasogmi 

» wehbe wten? ) 
od exstex youce aid? af beau es “neibet sa68* ais? edt) 
sinalizk anuncecieiad ai ne szorly ancened 


AS 


63 


rate of inflow was directly related to the Canadian 
Immigration Laws. The literature survey reveals that the 
immigrants from East India are seen as an independent social 
and cultural community, existing within the modern 
industrial setting of Canada. 

In the early period, i.e. late 19th and early 20th 
century, almost all of these immigrants were male and 
unskilled. But after 1947, because of the change in 
immigration laws the number and characteristics of the East 
Indian immigrants also changed. The East Indians constituted 
about 5 per cent of the total immigrants to Canada during 
the period of 1956-80 (Statistics Canada). 

The changes of immigration policy embodied in the 
regulations of 1947 as well as 1962 have affected 
immigration from East India. The change of immigrants is not 
only in its volume but its character. Pannu (1966) states 
that as a result of this immigration policy of 1962, the 
proportion of professionals and skilled persons among the 
Indian immigrants has sharply increased. 

The literature on East Indians in Canadian cities 
indicates that like all other immigrants, the majority of 
them are relatively young and predominantly male. These 
immigrants have a much higher married to single ratio than 
other city dwellers. It follows that the change in household 
structure which might affect housing needs is also higher 
for this community. Most of the families are small. The 


small size of the family could be explained by the fact that 
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most of the couples are young adults who have either married 
recently or just before emigration (Periera, 1971). By 
following Rossi (1980) it can be stated that these families 
are in their early life-cycle and thus are potentially 
highly mobile. 

The larger population centres have been popular areas 
for settlement of East Indians in Canada (Awan, 1980). The 
literature on the East Indian community reveals that they 
are distributed throughout the city and do not have any 
organized and clearly defined community for themselves. Most 
of them live in the middle class residential areas of the 
city. Their distribution pattern in different Canadian 
cities can be explained in terms of their ability to afford 
to buy or rent a house. The majority of Canadian East 
Indians are professionals with high educational backgrounds. 
Their average income is much the same as the average income 
of the Canadian household. Their social networks are 
maintained through social visits as well as through ethnic 
associations. 

More than 10 per cent of Canadian East Indians (whose 
mother tongue is one of the East Indian languages) are now 
living in the province of Alberta. About 50 per cent of them 
i.e. about 5,000, is living in Edmonton (Census of Canada, 
1981). The East Indians in Edmonton do not live ina 
segregated residential area but they maintain their ethnic 
ties through different ethnic associations. In Edmonton they 


live mostly in newly developed residential areas in the 
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peripheral suburbs of the city. These are identified as the 
middle class residetial areas of Edmonton. Some of them live 
in upper and some live in lower class residential areas. In 
general it can be stated that the majority of them live in 
those areas where available of housing is relatively higher 
and housing price is relatively lower than other residential 
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3. INTRA-URBAN RESIDENTIAL MIGRATION 


This chapter is concerned with the life-cycle and 
intra-urban residential migration in North American cities. 
The life-cycle approach is going to be used for the 
investigation of the intra-urban mobility pattern of East 
Indians in Edmonton. The particular approach has been 
considered here primarily for two reasons. Firstly, with 
reference to the demographic and socio-economic 
characteristics of the East Indians in different Canadian 
cities and their spatial distribution pattern in Edmonton 
which are shown in chapter two, the East Indians are not 
that different from the other urban dwellers. Therefore, it 
is hypothesized that the aspects of their intra-urban 
migration would be similar to that of the other people in 
the city. Secondly, the literature on intra-urban migration 
recognizes the overwhelming importance of the life-cycle of 
the household as a determinant of intra-urban migration. 
East Indian households also pass through different stages of 
the life-cycle much the same way everyone else does in the 
City.°It is likely therefore, that the life-cycle would also 
be the most powerful inducement to cause these people to 
change their residence within the city. 

This chapter comprises three parts. The first part will 
concentrate on the terms and taxonomies used by different 
researchers to describe various stages of the life-cycle. 


This section will also include a discussion on the change of 
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residential preferences with the change of life-cycle. The 
second part of this chapter will concentrate on who moves, 
why do they move and where do they move in North American 
Gitieses nuseanalysis will iMlustratesthe influences of the 
stages of the life-cycle on intra-urban residential 
migration pattern in North American cities. Finally, in the 
last section, the research expectations are presented which 
are the outcome of the analysis in the earlier sections of 


this chapter. 


3.1 THE FAMILY LIFE-CYCLE 

The family life-cycle is the most frequently used term 
in the field of residential migration. This term is used to 
describe the different stages through which a family goes 
from formation to dissolution. In general, seven stages of 
the life-cycle have been considered by researchers. They 
have suggested several taxonomies to describe these seven 
Stages of household progression. The taxonomies which are 
generally utilized in the analysis of household mobility 
have been suggested by Glick (1947), Lansing and Kish (1957) 
and Abu-Lughood and Foley (1960). These definitions have 
been summerized by Weinberg and Quigley (1977). Table 3.1 
depicts the list of these definitions. 

These taxonomies are widely used in the literature but 
there is little substantive comments to permit a comparative 
analysis of these alternative definitions. However the 


researchers have used typically similar variables to 
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categorize the life-cycle. These variables are the number of 
family members, their ages, blood relationships and marital 
status. Although various taxonomies have been suggested from 
a Similar perspective, the researchers have used different 
criteria to differentiate the stages of the life-cycle. For 
example, Glick (1947) emphasises the birth, marriage of 
first and last child of the family to distinguish between 
the stages. Lansing and Kish (1957)have placed the emphasis 
on the age of the children and couple with or without 
children regardless of the first or the last child. 
Abu-Lughood and Foley (1960) had defined the stages more 
broadly mot "statingwany *specificl criteria. 

Among the life-cycle definitions utilized in the 
analysis of household mobility, the definitions suggested by 
Abu-Lughood and Foley (1960) will be employed in this study. 
Although it is expected that each household would go through 
these seven stages, in reality not all households do. Some 
couples remain childless and for some the seventh stage may 
precede others due to death or divorce (see Table 3.1). 

The literature demonstrates that the household's 
housing needs and aspirations are also different in the 
various stages of the life-cycle. The household's housing 
needs and locational preferences are the result of a 
multitude or complex forces. From the household's point of 
view, four aspects of these needs and locational preferences 
are paramount. The first group involves the number of family 


members and their ages. The second involves the space of the 
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dwelling unit. The third and fourth involve the location of 
the house with respect to other features of the urban area 
andicharacterntstics of the dwelling ainit itself. Changes in 
housing needs and aspirations in various stages of the 
life-cycle have been suggested by several researchers 
(Abu-Lughood and Foley, 1960; Hawley, 1971; Johnston, 1971; 
Lukomskyj, 1974; Weinberg and Quigley, 1977; Short, 1978; 
and Rossi, 1980). The association between housing needs and 
different stages of the life-cycle is summarized and 
presented in Table 3.2. 

Table 3.2 indicates the expected change of housing 
needs and aspirations associated with changes in life-cycle 
of a middle income household. It 1S expected that the income 
of the household is fairly low in the early stages, it 
increases gradually and reaches the maximum level in the 
child-launching stage. Of course, not all the households 
have the same aspirations regarding housing, not all of them 
have low incomes in the early stages and not all of them 
will improve their economic condition. Some households 
remain in the city centre and some in the suburbs for the 
length of their lives. 

Johnston (1971) analyses the important factors causing 
a change in housing aspirations as the household passes 
through different stages of the life-cycle, by following 
Abu-Lughood and Foley's (1960) model. This section of the 
chapter presents Johnston's view of association between 


life-cycle and housing aspirations. 
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3.1.1 1. Marriage Stage and 2. Pre-child Stage 

In these stages, usually the family members are in 
their early twenties or older and the household prefers to 
live in inner city apartments. Demand is higher for better 
accessibility to the inner city than for dwelling space. It 
is likely that, both of the family members spend most of 
their time away from home at work and at some recreational 
centre during their leisure time. At the early stage of the 
head of the household's career, the income and the 
accumulated savings are likely to be too low to purchase a 


house. Therefore, home purchase is not likely in this stage. 


3.1.2 3. Child-bearing Stage 

In this stage the household is comprised of adults in 
the late twenties or older and children up to the age of ten 
years (Glick, 1957; Foote et al , 1960; and Lukomskyj, 
1974). It is likely that in this stage, the household will 
change its residence from a small to a larger one. It is 
more likely that the household will move from an apartment 
to a house. Because, this is the stage in the life-cycle 
when the size of the household increases very rapidly, space 
demands increase with the growth in the household size and 
the need for accessibility to the inner city is no longer as 
important as previously. The family members, especially the 
wife and children, spend most of their time at home. With 
the higher demand for space, the household prefers to move 


to a house. Since the household cannot afford to buy a 
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house, it will rent a cheap single dwelling unit close to 
the apartment zone but away from the centre of the city. 
The household prefers to move to a neighborhood where 
other households are in the same stage of their life-cycle. 
A good and safe environment for the children are considered 
very important in choosing the neighborhood (Simmons, 1968; 


Lukomskyj, 1974; and Rossi, 1980). 


3.1.3 4. Child-rearing Stage 

In this stage family expansion usually ceases. However, 
as the children mature, the demand for more space is still 
high. The household becomes more sensitive to the 
Surrounding environment than accessibility to the work place 
of the head of the household. The type of people in the 
neighborhood, accessibility to better schools and to 
educational and recreational centres become very important. 
The real income of the household is comparatively higher 
than before. Home ownership, security and stability become 
important features of family life. As a result, in this 
Stage the houshold prefers to move to the suburbs and buy a 


relatively new suburban home. 


3.1.4 5. Child-launching Stage 

As the children progress through their teens space 
demands are still high. In this stage, the real income of 
the household usually reaches its maximum level. 


Consequently, the household prefers to move to a better 
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house with better neighborhood characteristics. Because of 
neighborhood ties and the problem of uprooting the children 
from their school and friends, it is likely that the 
household would change passage within the same general 
area of the city but to a neighborhood with a comparatively 


higher socio-economic status. 


omi-5=6eaPost-chuldsStage 

In this stage the children reach their adulthood. The 
beginning of the children's young adulthood years are 
usually marked by their departure from their parent's home. 
As a result, the spacious home is no longer essential for a 
household with older persons. In this stage, the family 
members have strong psychological attachments to the home 
and neighborhood. They also want to enjoy its Space and 
retain it for visits by the children and grandchildren. 
Therefore, the household prefers to stay where it is and 


this stage is marked as one of housing stability. 


3.1.6 7. Later-life Stage 

In this stage, uSually the family disolves because of 
the death of one of the family members. In this stage, the 
Survivor usually prefers to move to its children's home, to 
an infler*citytapartment*or*to anvold folk institutionsesin 
thisestagesaitmrsqdiifiotiitetomethe survuvongtolleadnan 
independent existence in a suburban home. Close proximity to 


a shopping centre and recreational centre become very 
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important for easy movement and to spend leisure time. 

From the above discussion it can be concluded that 
because of different housing aspirations, the changes in the 
life-cycle both precipitate movement and determine the 
destination of their movement. Because of a change in space 
demands and ownership aspirations, the probability of a 
change in residence is very high in the child-bearing and 
child-rearing stages. Although the overall direction of the 
movement iS outwards, towards the suburbs, it is not 
directly from the city centre to the suburbs but gradually 
in stages. 

since, Mthe Put ercycle fa pproach srsisgoingetopbemusederor 
the analysis of the mobility pattern of East Indians in 
Edmonton, it was necessary to review recent information on 
the association between the life-cycle and intra-urban 
residential migration in North American cities. In order to 
have a more comprehensive perspective on the impact of the 
life-cycle on the intra-urban mobility pattern, the next 
section will survey the available evidence on intra-urban 
residential migration with reference to who moves, why do 


they move and where do they move. 


3.2 WHO MOVES? 

Most of the moves that occur in metropolitan areas are 
concentrated among certain segments of the population. The 
literature indicates that stage of the life-cycle is one of 


the important determining factors distinguishing between the 
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Stable and mobile households. Rossi (1980) states, "---the 
major function of mobility is the process by which families 
adjust their housing to the housing needs that are generated 
by the shifts in family composition that accompany 
life-cycle change." (Rossi, 1980: 61). This is more certain 
for families with heads between 25 and 45 years and for 
those families which have been formed within one decade, the 
period during which most expansion in family size takes 
place (Moore, 1972; Lukomskyj, 1974; Simmons and Baker, 
1974; Weinberg and Quigley, 1977; and Rossi, 1980). 
Therefore, one ofthe ’aimssof this study°is to examine “the 
age of the head of the East Indian households which have 
changed their residence in Edmonton since their arrival in 
the city. It is expected that, the age of the majority of 
the heads of households will be within the age group of 
25-45 years. 

Household composition and size have been found to be 
important determinants of mobility; large families are more 
likely to move than smaller ones, but very large families 
are less mobile. Households are more likely to move when 
they experience certain changes in family composition e.g. 
household size, age, marital status, occupation of the 
members of the household (McCracken, 1973; Lukomskyj, 1974; 
Simmons and Baker, 1974; Weinberg and Quigley, 1977; Clark, 
1980; and Rossi,1980). 

From two independent studies, both McCracken (1973) and 


Lukomskyj (1974) have concluded that in Edmonton, most 
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mobile households are those which have increased in size. 
Consequently it is anticipated that the majority of the East 
Indian households which have changed their residence within 
Edmonton have increased in size, either by birth of a child 
or by family members joining the head of the household from 
the home country. 

The majority of the moves that take place within 
metropolitan areas are by renters. The renters of North 
American metropolitan areas are about four times as likely 
to move in any year as are owners (Golledge and King, 1978; 
Goodman, 1978; and Weinberg,1979). A significant proportion 
of the renter movers are those who have aspirations to own a 
home (Rossi, 1980). McCracken (1973) indicates that 22 per 
cent of the movers in Edmonton have ownership aspirations. 
It is likely that the majority of the East Indian movers in 
Edmonton are renters and have aspirations to become an 
owner. 

There is a general association between migration and 
upward vertical mobility. Households usually move to better 
housing to improve their quality of life as income increases 
(Clark, 1980). Middle income households are most mobile, 
largely because of their higher rate of rentership and 
specifically for the wider range of housing opportunities, 
e.g. median value homes are more available than either lower 
or higher priced homes (Goodman, 1978; Weinberg, 1979; Bible 
and Brown, 1980; and Gordon and Vickerman, 1982). The middle 


income group is characterized by upward social mobility 
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which generates an aspiration to change the neighborhood. 
This is particularly true of middle income professionals 
(Simmons and Baker, 1974; and DeJong and Fawcett, 1981). 
Therefore, it is anticipated that the majority of the East 
Indian movers in Edmonton will be middle income 
professionals and like other movers in the city they have 
experienced an improved economic status. Consequently they 
aspire to improve their neighborhood location. 

From the above survey of the literature it can be 
concluded that the households headed by those persons who 
are in the age group of 25-45 are most mobile. Renters are 
more mobile than owners. Mobility rates are higher for those 
households who have experienced an increase in their 
household size as well as economic status. As stated in 
chapter two with reference to demographic and socio-economic 
characteristics, Bast Indians in different Canadian cities 
are not different from other city dwellers. It is also found 
that according to the spatial distribution pattern, East 
Indians in Edmonton are distributed all over the city. 
However, it is reasonable to expect that according to the 
demographic and socio-economic characteristics, East Indians 
in Edmonton are also similar to other people in the city. If 
they are similar to other urban dwellers, it is hypothesized 
that East Indian movers have similar demographic and 


socio-economic characteristics to other movers in the city. 
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3.3 WHY DO PEOPLE MOVE? 

Wolpert (1965) has developed the concept of "Place 
Utility" which refers to the individual's personal 
evaluation of the attractiveness of a location relative to 
other locations. According to Wolpert, if a household 
experiences sufficient dissatisfaction from residing in a 
particular location, compared to others, the household 
intends to move. Golledge and King (1978) have mentioned 
that most of the intra-urban relocation is in response to 
push rather than the pull factors. In this context on the 
one hand, "push" refers to a combination of uprooting forces 
Or impulses namely the negative aspects which force the 
household to leave the earlier residence and urge it to go 
to another one. Examples would include eviction due to 
commercial or industrial invasion and detorioration in the 
quality of the neighborhood. On the other hand, "Pull" 
refers to the attraction forces and features of the 
destination. These would include, for example, the 
pleasantness of the neighborhood in which dwelling unit is 
located and the better quality of the facilities found there 
(Colby, 1959 and Morrison, 1977). Thus, the fundamental 
reason for a move is to maintain or improve the quality of 
life for the household (DeJong and Gardner, 1981). 

According to Willis (1974) the motive to move is in 
dissatisfaction with the present situation, particularly as 
demonstrated in the perceived disparity of opportunities at 


the place of origin and other places of the city and the 
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expected improvement that would result from migration. These 
opportunities are aspects of either socio-economic or the 
physical environments or both. The socio-economic aspects 
include the economic valuation of the dwelling unit, 
socio-economic status of the neighborhood and social 
environment of the neighborhood. The physical environment 
refers to the size, type and age of the dwelling unit, 
accessibility characteristics of the neighborhood including 
proximity to school, work, shopping centre, recreational 
centres and other parts of the city. However, these aspects 
are related to the stages of the life-cycle of a household. 
For example, the household requires more dwelling space in 
the child-bearing and child-rearing stages than those in the 
marr lagehande pye-chi ldi stages sSocio-economichstatus) of + the 
neighborhood is much more important for the households in 
the child-rearing and child-launching stages rather than 
those in the pre-child and child-bearing stages of their 
life-cycles. This study will investigate the causal factors 
of the moves made by East Indians in Edmonton. It is 
anticipated that, dissatisfaction at the origin will be of a 
socio-economic and physical nature and these arise through 
the changes in the stages of the life-cycle of a household. 

In general most of the residential relocation within 
metropolitan areas is housing related and caused by the 
change of housing needs with the change of life-cycle. The 
common reasons are for more dwelling space for the 


household, desire for a better place in which to live 
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(physical structure of the dwelling unit, accessibility and 
socio-economic status of the neighborhood) and desire to 
purchase a home. Other reasons are: change of marital status 
i.e. to marry; to divorce, to be separated ; to leave the 
parents home (Weinberg and Quigley, 1977; Goodman, 1978, and 
Kennedy, 1979). McCracken's study on intra-urban migration 
in Edmonton proves that intra-urban migration is largely an 
adaptive response to changing housing needs. Small size of 
the dwelling for the household is the main reason for the 
moves of more than 40 per cent of the movers in Edmonton 
(McCracken, 1973). It is likely that shortage of dwelling 
space for the household is the most important reason for the 
moves of the majority of the East Indian movers in Edmonton. 

With the change of household structure, particularly 
with an increase in family size, the household may consider 
moving. In this case renters are more mobile than the 
owners, mainly because their moving-costs are much lower 
than home owning households. Maisel (1966) suggests that a 
family already owning a home is less likely to move because 
it has made a major capital investment. McCracken (1973) 
indicated that, the desire to purchase a home is the second 
most frequently cited reason for moving in Edmonton. It is 
expected then that, the desire to buy a home is also an 
important reason for the relocation decision of East Indians 
in Edmonton. 

Accessibility to work, shopping centre, school, 


playground, social institutions and medical services 
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strongly influences the migration decision (Moore,1972, 
Brown, 1975; and Weinberg, 1979). McCracken (1973) used 
journey to work as a variable to investigate the causal 
factors for the intra-urban residential migration in 
Edmonton. In his study journey to work was mentioned by 16 
and 23 per cent of the movers as an important causal factor 
for the migration decision and in the choice of destination 
respectively. Although the influence of general 
accessibility (to school, social institutions, shopping 
centres, other parts of the city) in the migration decision 
is not mentioned in the study, it was found that it has a 
great influence on the selection of the destination by seven 
per cent of the movers. It is expected also that the 
migration decision of the East Indian households will be 
influenced by the accessibility of the neighborhood to 
school, shopping centres, social institutions, friends and 
relatives, recreational centres and other parts of the city. 

In brief it can be said that dissatisfaction at the 
place of origin is the main reason for a move. 
Dissatisfaction might be in reference to either 
socio-economic or the physical features of the environment 
or both. The most pronounced causes are demand for more 
dwelling space , desire to buy a house and desire to change 
the neighborhood. It is shown in chapter two that the 
residential distribution pattern of East Indians in Edmonton 
is not that different from other people in the city. 


Therefore, it is likely that the reasons for the change of 
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residence of the East Indian households in Edmonton would be 


Similar to other movers in the city. 


3.4 WHERE DO THEY MOVE? 

Various types of households change their residence in 
the city and obviously in various directions. The final 
destinations of the moves depend on the reasons behind the 
move, the aspirations for the move and the available housing 
opportunities. 

From two independent studies both Clark (1980) and 
Goodman (1978) have concluded that the majority of the moves 
are within the same neighborhoods or towards those 
neighborhoods which are nearby. The household generally 
moves to the neighborhood of higher or at least the same 
socio-economic status. It is likely that East Indians would 
also move to a neighborhood with higher or at least the same 
(to them) socio-economic status. 

The mobility pattern of any metropolitan area is highly 
controlled by the housing opportunities. Generally, growing 
metropolitan areas, like Edmonton, have more housing 
opportunities than the stagnant ones like the city of 
St.Louis (Goodman, 1978). The wider range of opportunities 
allow movers to obtain a better approximation of a specific 
combination of dwelling unit, neighborhood and locational 
features that they seek (Goodman, 1978; and Gordon and 
Vickerman, 1982). The presence of East Indians in the newly 


developed residential areas of Edmonton (Figure 2.3) might 
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indicate the influence of the housing opportunities there on 
their mobility patterns. 

Ityspfollowsisef£rom (the «findings: con elocation -of jonigin, 
destination, distance and direction of the moves and the 
Structure of the city that the majority of the intra-urban 
moves are short in distance. The distance of the move is 
also related to the place of origin. Moves originating in 
the inner zones of the city are usually short in distance. 
Distance of move increases with the change of origin from 
inner to the outer zone of the city (Simmons and Baker, 
1974; and Goodman, 1978). From the Edmonton study McCracken 
(1973) concludes that the household's movements in Edmonton 
are generally short distance in nature and inner city movers 
usually move a shorter distance than the outer city movers. 
Consequently it is hypothesized here that the majority of 
the moves of East Indian households in Edmonton will be 
short in distance and the distance of the moves will 
increase as the origin moves from the inner to the outer 
zone of the city. 

The direction and flow pattern of migration also 
depends on the characteristics of the migrating households. 
Simmons and Baker's study on the residential movement 
pattern in metropolitan Toronto shows different flow 
patterns for the households in different stages of the 
life-cycle. In general, the households which are in the 
third and fourth stages of their life-cycle move towards the 


periphery of the city irrespective of the origin of the move 
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(Simmons and Baker, 1974). In order to investigate the 
impact of the life-cycle on intra-urban migration in 
Edmonton, Lukomskyj (1974) analyses the flow pattern of the 
households which are in the child-bearing stage of their 
life-cycle. From his research findings, Lukomskyj concludes 
that, for this sub-population, most of the moves terminate 
in the outer areas of the city regardless of their origin 
(Lukomskyj, 1974). The literature on Canadian East Indians 
indicates that their household characteristics are similar 
to those who are in the child-bearing and child-rearing 
Stages of their life-cycle. Therefore, it is expected that 
the East Indians in Edmonton are also predominantly in these 
Stages of their life-cycle and consequently their 
intra-urban moves will terminate in the outer areas of the 
Suc ye 

However, it can be concluded that most of the 
intra-urban moves in North American cities are short 
distance, to places within the same or adjacent 
neighborhoods of higher or at least the same socio-economic 
status. The moves originated at the inner part of the city 
are uSually shorter in distance and they increase with the 
sheit of@oniginafromsinnen togouternpartsseointhetenty.. 
However the housing opportunities in the city have a great 
impact on the mobility pattern of any city. As shown in 
chapter two, with reference to the spatial distribution 
pattern, East Indians in Edmonton occur in all neighborhood 


of the city. Therefore, it is likely that the mobility 
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pattern of the East Indian households in Edmonton would be 


Similar to other movers in the city. 


3.5 SUMMARY 

The term "life-cycle" is widely used in the field of 
migration research. Since the 1940's different taxonomies 
have been used by the researchers to explain the seven 
stages of the life-cycle, from formation to dissolution of a 
family. With the change of life-cycle, housing aspirations 
of a household also change. With the change of household 
composition and socio-economic status in different stages of 
the life-cycle the household usually experiences certain 
dissatisfactions with socio-economic as well as the physical 
environment. This is more certain in pheveh nee besten and 
child-rearing stages. In these stages the household becomes 
more sensitive to both the physical and socio-economic 
environment. For example, with an increase of family size, 
more dwelling space is needed and a good neighborhood in 
which to raise the child is desirable. This is also the 
Stage when the socio-economic status of the household is 
usually better than that of earlier stages. The housing 
needs and aspirations also change in different stages of the 
life-cycle of a household. Consequently, the household 
changes its residence as well as neighborhood. 

The characteristics of the migrants, the reasons behind 
the migration decision and direction of the moves have been 


analyzed by researchers from a multi-disciplinary point of 
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view. Most of them have concluded that the stages of the 
life-cycle are the most dominant causal factors for 
intra-urban migration in North American cities. It has been 
found that the probability of a eReace of residence of a 
household is very high in the third and fourth stages of 
their life-cycle. It is also found that the majority of the 
movers posseses certain common characteristics which are 
related to the stages of their life-cycle. They have some 
common reasons to move and are biased towards the outer 
areas of the city. 

With reference to their presence in different 
residential areas, the East Indians in Edmonton are similar 
to other city dwellers. Therefore, it is hypothesized that 
the characteristics of the East Indians who have changed 
their residence in Edmonton, the reasons and directions of 
their moves, would be similar to the other city dwellers who 


have moved within the city 


3.6 RESEARCH EXPECTATIONS 

On the basis of the theoretical and empirical work 
outlined, the following hypotheses represent the expected 
outcome of this study. 

PASC HesmobUlLityarate sismhiagneingchescnildsbeaning 
stage, it is expected that the age of the majority of the 
heads of the households of East Indian movers will be less 


than 45 years. 
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2. As households become larger (e.g. birth of a child) 
mobility rates increase in response to the increased demand 
of more space. 

3. Renters are more mobile than owners because 
aspirations to become a house owner encourages mobility. 

4, AS one's economic status gets better residential 
mobility is likely to increase. 

5. With the change of life-cycle, the household prefers 
to change the neighborhood in response to the changed demand 
for general accessibility including access to work, school, 
shopping and recreation. 

6. With the change of life-cycle the household prefers 
to move to a neighborhood of higher socio-economic status 
with better accessibility characteristics. 

7. A household prefers to move to a newly developed: 
residential area of a developing metropolitan area because 
of a wider range of housing opportunities in those areas. 

8. Distance of the move increases as the origin of the 
move changes from inner to outer parts of the city. 

9. As family size increases the household moves towards 
the periphery of the city, particularly to the newly 


developed suburbs. 
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4, METHODS AND DATA 


The main objective of this chapter is to elaborate on the 
sources of data and methodological procedures used in this 
study. Included are descriptions of the study area, the 
Survey method employed, the variables used and the method of 
analysis. The major limitations encountered during this 


research will also be discussed. 


4.1 STUDY AREA AND RESOURCES 

The area of study is the city of Edmonton as well as 
the city of St. Albert and the municipality of Sherwood Park 
in the county of Strathcona. This area is referred to in 
this study as "Edmonton". It does not include the 
metropolitan areas as defined by the Canada census. This 
area has been selected because firstly, the pilot survey 
indicated that almost all the East Indians of the Edmonton 
metropolitan area live in the city of Edmonton and some of 
them live in St. Albert and in Sherwood Park. Secondly, as 
St. Albert and Sherwood Park are very close to the city of 
Edmonton, the possibility of changes of residence of the 
households between these urban centres is very high. Finally 
it was convenient to collect data from these urban centres 


within the limited time and financial resources available. 
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4.2 SURVEY METHODS USED 

The data for the research have been collected through 
primary sources. In the collection of primary data a 
self-administered questionnaire survey was used. The 
self-administered questionnaire method was chosen firstly, 
in order to obtain a high response rate which would not be 
possible by mailing questionnaires. Secondly, to overcome 
the unwillingness of the respondents to answer some 
particular questions it was felt interviews would be more 
successful. Thirdly, to make sure that the person specified 
completes the questionnaire, it was necessary to be there 
and fourthly, so as to conduct the survey in person and thus 
be in a position to clarify any items that might cause 
confusion. Finally to be able to gain more information about 
the respondents through direct observation it was necessary 
to be on the premises (Moser and Katlan, 1971; and Babbie, 
1975). Both open ended and closed questions were used in the 
questionnaire schedule. The main advantage of the open ended 
questions is to derive non-directed responses from the 
interviewers. Closed questions on the other hand, are easier 
and quicker to answer and furnish standardized data more 
amenable to quantification. A copy of the questionnaire 


appears in Appendix A. 
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4.3 VARIABLES 

A total of 65 variables were included in the 
questionnaire schedule. These variables can be classified 
into four groups. The first group includes the addresses of 
Origins and destinations of the last move made by the 
respondents. The second group comprises the factors which 
caused the last move and the third group contains the 
reasons for the choice of present residence. The fourth 
group includes the demographic and socio-economic 
characteristics of the household. All these variables were 
included in order to investigate the association between the 
life-cycle and change of residence of East Indians in 
Edmonton. 

In order to collect information on the moves, the first 
group of variables included the addresses of the present and 
last residences of the respondents. In addition, the 
information on dwelling type, year of arrival, length of 
Stay in the present and previous residences and how many 
times a household has changed its residence in Edmonton were 
also recorded. These variables were included because, they 
will provide the information on the direction of the flow, 
the preference for different types of dwelling unit, 
mobility rates of an East Indian household in Edmonton and 
the average length of stay the family has made in a dwelling 
unice 

To determine why the household moved, both open ended 


and closed questions were used. The closed questions 
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attempted to elicit the following information: shortage of 
dwelling space for the household, change in income, too 
costly to maintain or pay rent, wanted to change the 
neighborhood, no community member in the neighborhood, 
demand for better accessibility and desire to buy a home. 
The open ended questions asked for information concerning 
the dwelling space in order to identify whether or not it 
was related to a change of life-cycle. 

To find out why the present residence was selected the 
closed questions attempted to derive the following 
information: enough space for the household, closer to work, 
closer to children's school, good neighborhood, better 
accessibility characteristics of the neighborhood, new home, 
resale potential, within economic capacity and closer to 
friends. These variables were included because they are 
closely related to a change of life-cycle (see chapter 3). 
Moreover, they are the most frequently cited reasons in 
chosing the residence by North American city dwellers. 

As demographic and socio-economic characteristics of a 
household defines its stages in its life-cycle, the fourth 
group of variables was included in order to identify the 
Stage in the life-cycle of the household which moved. To 
determine the demographic and socio-economic characteristics 
of the household which moved, the following information was 
collected: size of the household, age, sex, marital status, 
occupation, year of arrival in Canada of each of the family 


members. In addition, information on the tenure status 
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before and after the move, year of the move, year of getting 
married, years when the first and the last child born were 


also collected. 


4.4 THE SAMPLE 

The sample for the present study was chosen from a 
universe of 676 individuals. Among it, 456 were the members 
of the 17 different Indian ethnic associations, 144 were the 
members of three Pakistani associations and 26 were the 
members of the Bangladeshi association. Since there were no 
Srilankan associations in Edmonton in 1982, addresses of 50 
Srilankan households were collected from the personal 
telephone notebook of some people who are from Srilanka and 
have social contacts with other Srilankan households in 
Edmonton. In addition, some addresses were collected from 
the telephone directory of the City of Edmonton, 1982, by 
following some common Srilankan last names (e.g. Silva, 
Fernando, Perera and Hewapathrine). Finally, all the 
collected addresses were shown to the respective community 
leaders and asked whether they knew any additional community 
members in Edmonton. It is assumed that the East Indians 
have a strong social network. Therefore, it was anticipated 
that almost all of the East Indians in Edmonton have been 
considered for this research. 

Only those East Indians who had changed their residence 
in Edmonton since their arrival in the city were considered. 


This was done on the assumption that most of the city 
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dwellers change their residence whenever they experience 
changes in their household structure. Again it is assumed 
that the majority of the East Indians in Edmonton also had 
changed their residence in order to satisfy their changed 
housing needs. Only the direction and causal factors for the 
last move of the East Indian households were considered for 
this study irrespective of the time of move. 

The samples were drawn randomly from each of the above 
mentioned lists of Indian, Pakistani, Srilankan and 
Bangladeshi households in Edmonton in order to fairly 
represent each of these communties in the study area. 
However, the samples do not represent the same proportion of 
households from each of the communities. The sample and 
percentages are shown in Table 4.1 for each community 
separately. 

Out of 676 households, 276 were selected for the study, 
i.e. 40.7 per cent of the total East Indian population. 
Among the selected households 168, 70, 24 and 13 were from 
Indian, Pakistani, Srilankan and Bangladeshi communities 
respectively and represented, 36.8, 46.6, 48.0 and 50.0 per 
cent of each of the total community population (Table 4.1). 
Personal contact was made with all of these households in 
order to get their consent to be interviewed. Two hundred 
and thirty (83.6 per cent) responded positively. The head of 
these 230 households (135 Indian, 62 Pakistani, 20 Srilankan 
and 13 Bangladeshi), were approached. One hundred and fifty 


two were found to have changed their residence (66.1 per 
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TABLE 4. 1 


SAMPLE SIZE OF EAST INDIANS IN EDMONTON 


1 2 3 
Country Total Selected Household 
household household agreed to 
in for the interview 


Edmonton study 
Total 4Zof Total %of 
1 . 1 


India 465 100m oon co siey STERIiie 


Pakistan 144 70) 46-6 B2m4 ol 
Srilanka 50 24 48.0 2073 4070 
Bangladesh 26 (3 eo OE0 ier 020 


Total 676 276 40.7 2307 3 3420 


Source: Association Membership Lists 
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cent). As a result, the total sample size for the study was 
152 households which represents more than 22 per cent of the 
East Indian population in Edmonton. The total sample for the 
study comprised of 83 Indians, 46 Pakistani, 13 Srilankan 
and 10 Bangladeshi households in Edmonton. These households 
repeesenteduiomoytesl.9, 26.0 and 38.5" per cent of the 
Indian, Pakistani, Srilankan and Bangladeshi communities 


respectively (Table 4.1). 


4.5 METHOD OF ANALYSIS 

Initially the addresses of the origins and destinations 
of the moves will be plotted on a street map of Edmonton. 
The linear distance of each move between the origin and 
destination of ;the move will be considered as the distance 
of the move. 

The direction of each move will be measured by 
comparing the change of linear distance from the 
intersection of 101st Street and 101st Avenue. This 
intersection has been considered as a focal point for this 
analysis by following McCracken (1973) and Lukomskyj's 
(1974) models. Moreover, in terms of street and avenue 
numbers of the city of Edmonton, this intersection is 
approximately at the centre of the city. The method which 
will be used to measure the direction of the move is 
illustrated in Figure 4.1. The figure illustrates that when 
the move originated at O and ended at D, the linear distance 


between O and D, i.e. M, is the distance of the move. Linear 
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FIGURE 4.1 


MEASURES OF MOVES 
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distance between O (the intersection of 101ist Street and 
101st Avenue) is L1 and the distance between D and X is L2. 
Therefore, the direction of the move will be calculated by 
comparing these two linear distances, that is by calculating 
Li-L2. A positive result will be considered as a move 
towards the city centre and a negative result will be 
considered aS a move away from the city centre. 

This method has been selected for two reasons. As noted 
in chapter two, previous studies suggest that distance and 
directional biasness are the basic characteristics of the 
pattern of intra-urban migration (McCracken, 1973; Simmons 
and Baker, 1974; and Weinberg, 1979). Other studies, similar 
to this one, have used these measurements so they are 
employed here to facilitate comparison of results. 

Next, frequency and percentage distributions of all the 
variables from the open-ended questions will be calculated, 
graphed and presented in tables. This will provide the 
information on the demographic and socio-economic 
characteristics of the households which have changed their 
residence in the city. 

To determine the perceived importance of the 
hypothesized variables for causing the respondents to move 
and for the selection of their destinations, they were asked 
to rank the most important five. The respondents were 
instructed to place a number 1-5 according to the importance 
of the variables in pushing them from their place of origin 


and pulling them to their place of destination. That is, one 
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for the most important one through to five for the least 
important one. The total number of responses to each of 
these variables will be calculated and presented in tables 
to provide the absolute importance of each of these factors 
in causing the move and in selecting the destinations. 

The five factors were combined to give a composite 
measure of their importance to a household's move and 
selection of a destination. The five variables, each 
household ranked as important were weighted in reverse 
order. That is, a five was assigned the most important one 
(which was ranked by a 1), four for the second most 
important through to one for the least important (which was 
ranked by a 5). All these weighted values were added to give 
a composite score. The percentage of the total weighted 
value for each variable will represent its relative 
importance for causing moves and selecting the destinations 
in the city. Finally these variables will be classified into 
Six manageable categories for the analysis. This will be 
done to reduce the original larger set of variables to a 
manageable number and match these variables with a set of 
research expectations (stated in chapter 3). This analysis 
will provide the information on why the households had 
changed their residence. 

Next, the relationship between the move and life-cycle 
of the sample households will be ascertained by analyzing 
some selected demographic variables as they relate to each 


intra-city shift. These variables are:)ages of) the eldest 
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and the youngest child in the family; length of household 
formation; time the family was reunited in Edmonton? 

Finally, all this analysis of who moves, why do they 
move, where do they move and whether or not the move is 
related to the movers' stages of the life-cycle will be 
brought together in a summary of the principal findings. 
Thereafter, a conclusion will be drawn with respect to the 
movement pattern and whether or not the East Indians differ 
from others in the city. Finally some suggestions will be 
made for future research in the field of intra-urban 


migration for a minority community in a Canadian city. 


4.6 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

The major limitations of the study are as follows. 
Although the executive members of different East Indian 
ethnic associations have claimed that 90 per cent of their 
community members in the city are the members of their 
assCovatLonSmentcers GitticulEstorcindsprooleorea.U, motels 
anticipated that in Edmonton, there might be some more East 
Indians who were not included in the initial sample and 
therefore are not included in the study. 

Questions were not asked regarding the place of birth 


of every member of the associations. This means that certain 


2 As noted in chapter 2, the head of the East Indian 
households often arrive first in a Canadian city 
unaccompanied by their families and after a certain period, 
the family join them from their home country. Therefore in 
this study, the reunion of a family is considered as one 
sort of formation (a reformation) of the household in 
Edmonton. 
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individuals are included who were not born in one of the 
four countries referred to in chapter 2. Without. any 
alternative sources of data, the study must depend on the 
membership lists and the observations of the researcher. 

Informal interviews may have produced more complete 
answers to some of the questions set in the questionnaire 
schedule. Constraints on time and financial resources 
precluded more in-depth interviewing. Furthermore, an 
in-depth collection of information was not possible because 
of the non-cooperative attitude of some of the respondents, 
specifically during the pilot questionnaire survey. Some of 
this was overcome by eliminating some of the questions, 
particularly those on income, the educational level of the 
respondents, information on the earlier moves and birth of 
all the children of the family. This means, this study will 
only examine the basic elements of the East Indian 


intra-urban migration and only their last move in city. 
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5. SPATIAL DIMENSIONS OF INTRA-URBAN MIGRATION FLOW 


The examination of the spatial dimensions of the intra-urban 
migration pattern is an important issue for a better 
comprehension of how they relate to a mover's stages of the 
life-cycle. This chapter provides an empirical analysis of 
the spatial dimensions of intra-urban residential migration 
patterns of the East Indian households in Edmonton. The 
first section of this chapter primarily includes a 
descriptive analysis of the areal variation of the pattern 
of households before and after the move. The second and 
third sections contain the analysis on direction and 
distance of the move respectively. The fourth section 
includes the analysis of the time of move, that is the year 
when the households changed their residence in Edmonton. 


Finally, a conclusion is drawn from these empirical results. 


5.1 AREAL VARIATION OF THE EAST INDIAN HOUSEHOLDS BEFORE AND 
AFTER THE MOVE 
The sample consists of 152 East Indian households in 

Edmonton of which 44.1 per cent had changed their residence 
once and 26.3 per cent, 15.1 per cent and 14.5 per cent did 
the same twice, three times and more than three times 
respectively, since their arrival in the city. On the 
average, the sample households had changed their residence 
twice in the city. However, only the information pertaining 


to their last move was collected for the purpose of this 
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study, irrespective of how many moves they had made and when 
they moved. 

The areal variation of the East Indian households 
before and after their last move in Edmonton is shown in 
Figure 5.1. This figure depicts two distinct patterns of 
distribution. Firstly, there is the presence of a 
Significant number of households around the centre of the 
city before the move. Secondly, after the move very few 
households are found around the centre of the city but most 
of them are in the peripherial suburbs. The concentrations 
occur mainly in some selected residential areas (e.g. 
Millwoods, Duggan, Greenfield, West Jasper Place, 
MalmoPlain, Thorncliff, Primrose and Londonderry). The zone 
in between the centre and the periphery of the city 
accommodates a much higher number of the households before 
the move than it does after the move. The variation of the 
pattern of the moves between the two periods is generally 
away from the centre of the city. 

In order to perceive the overall movement pattern, a 
street map of the City of Edmonton was devided into 56 grid 
squares of equal size. Each of the squares was assigned a 
character according to the movement associated with it. Thus 
a square in which more shifts had originated than terminated 
is ascribed a negative character. The difference between the 
number of outward and inward moves (O-D) was calculated and 
this figure indicates the net loss for that Square. 


Conversely, where more moves terminated than originated, 
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AREAL VARIATION OF THE FAST INDIAN HOUSEHO! DS 
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that is when the total number of D is higher than the total 
number O, the square is ascribed a positive character. The 
differential indicates the net gain for that square. 

| The overall shifting pattern in terms of the size of 
the differential, i.e. net loss and net gain, is shown in 
Figure 5.2. The squares with large numbers of shifts have 
high differentials. The squares with zero differentials, 
where incoming and outgoing moves are equal in number are 
termed "areas of equilibrium". Those with some differential, 
that is one and more than one, are termed "areas of 
disequilibrium". 

The areal distribution of the squares with various 
differentials demonstrates the following features: 

1. The central city iS an area of marked outward 
movement. The squares with greatest loss occur at the centre 
OLmENee City 

2. The middle zone, that is in between the centre and 
the periphery of the city, is an area with a composite type 
of movement. The squares in this zone of the city are with 
all types, positive, negative and zero differentials. The 
Squares with negative differentials are higher in number. 
Although the outgoing are higher in number than the incoming 
households, it has not created any sharp change in this zone 
compared with the central and the peripherial areas of the 
Gueyr 

3. The majority of the residential areas at the 


periphery of the city show a net gain. However, some 
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NET CHANGE BY INTRA-URBAN MOVE 
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Values indicate net gain or loss within squares by 
inwards and outwards move 
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residential areas at the periphery are areas of equilibrium 
having no gain and losses by intra-urban movement of the 
East Indian households. Examples are, Beverly, 
Rundle-Heights, Bonaventure, Idylwylds and Warwick. 

4. In terms of net gain, the areas of greatest 
disequilibrium are in the periphery of the city. Net gain is 
highest in Millwoods. This is a newly developed residential 
area at the periphery of the city where housing was 
comparatively cheaper than other suburban residential areas 


(Larson, 1979; Lebourgeois, 1981; and Royal Trust, 1983). 


5.2 DIRECTION OF THE MOVE 

The areal variation of the East Indians before and 
after the move depicts that the movement pattern of this 
community is generally outward in direction, that is, 
towards the periphery of the city. In order to investigate 
the absolute direction of the flow, the linear distance of 
the origin and destination locations of each move from the 
intersection of 101ist Street and 101st Avenue (city centre) 
is calculated. Next each of the moves is ascribed a 
character that is either towards or away from the city 
centre according to the direction of the flow (see chapter 
4, Figure 4.1). Thus a move for which the distance between 
the origin and the city centre (L1) is greater than that of 
the distance between the destination and the city centre 
(L2), that is L1-L2, is positive is ascribed as a move 


towards the city centre. Conversely, where L2-L1 is 
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negative, a move towards the periphery is indicated, in 
other words, away from the city centre. Finally, the two 
sets of directions are classified by 1 kilometre groups by 
dyseance sor the origin from the city centre to give the data 
presented in Table 5.1. 

Table 5.1 indicates that more than three quarters (76%) 
of the total East Indian households moved away from the city 
centre. This figure is much higher than that, mentioned by 
McCracken (1973: 75) for all intra-urban moves in Edmonton, 
which was 50.7 per cent. It was 62.2 per cent for the 
child-bearing households in Edmonton (Lukomskyj, 1974: 84). 

Using the percentage of moves shifting towards and away 
from the city centre aS a meaSure of directional bias, it is 
Strikingly evident that inner city movers display the most 
biased pattern. That is, they are more likely to move away 
from the city centre. Middle zone households appear to 
display slightly more bias towards the periphery of the city 
than those households which are in the outer suburban 
residential areas of the city. 

McCracken's study on intra-urban migration in Edmonton 
showed that among all the moves originating within one mile 
(1.6 Km) of the city centre, 81 per cent was in an outward 
direction (McCracken, 1973: 75). But Table 5.1 shows that 94 
per cent of the East Indians who were within 2 kilometres of 
the city centre had moved towards the periphery of the city. 
This suggests that in Edmonton, a higher percentage of the 


East Indians who resided near the city centre was eager to 
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move away from it. 

In order to perceive the over all direction of the 
move, the street map of Edmonton was divided into 56 grid 
Squares of equal size by dividing north to south into 7 and 
east to west into 8 equal sections (Figure 5.2). Then each 
of the 56 sections was named as 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 and 
Ave, o, ym, Gland Hetrom north to souch and) west to east 
respectively. The number of moves originating and 
terminating in each of the grid squares was calculated and 
iSapresented in Figure 5.3. sThe flow matrix (Figure 5.3) of 
the East Indians in Edmonton shows that the direction of the 
majority of the moves is away from the city centre. This is 
specifically true for those moves which had originated at 
the city centre. 

Although the overall movement is away from the city 
centre, most moves terminated in nearby areas. It is 
noticeable that almost all the moves originating in the 
north middle zone (C4, C5, C6) and northern suburbs of the 
city, terminated within the same zone but towards the 
periphery of the city. Conversely, nearly 50 per cent of the 
moves originating in the southern middle zone of the city 
terminated within the same zone and except for a few moves, 
the majority of the rest moved towards the southern 
periphery of the city. The southern periphery (including 
Millwoods, Duggan, Greenfield) is the only zone of the city 
where a significant number of moves terminated . However, 


most of the moves which terminated in the southern periphery 
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of the city had originated from the same zone. This suggests 
that the East Indians tended to relocate nearby, within the 
Same zone but away from the city centre. It also suggests 
that, they prefer to move to those neighborhoods which are 
known to them. This aspect will be examined more fully when 


the data from the queStionnaire are analyzed. 


5.3 DISTANCE OF THE MOVE 

As waS mentioned in chapter 3, the literature on 
intra-urban migration indicates that the majority of the 
intra-urban moves are short in distance. The flow matrix 
also shows that the significant proportion of the East 
Indians relocated within the same zone. Figure 5.4 describes 
The sc mStance sirequency distribution of mesidentzal moves vot 
the East Indians in Edmonton. This has been calculated by 
measuring the linear distance of each of the moves and 
grouping them into 1 kilometre distance classes. The 
percentage distribution shows that moves of less than 2 
kilometres in length accounted for 19 per cent of the total. 
Ten per cent of the total moves are more than 14 kilometres 
long. However, the average length of move is 5.8 kilomrtres. 
Moves of less than 6 kilometres in length accounted for 63 
per cent of the total. This information suggests that very 
small and very long moves are fewer in number and that the 
East Indians are more likely to make moderate distance moves 


of a relatively short distance. 
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RESIDENTIAL MOVEMENTS OF EAST INDIAN HOUSEHOLDS IN 
EDMONTON BY DISTANCE 
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It was hypothesized in chapter 3 that, the distance of 
a move increases as the origin of the move changes from the 
Mine TecO se nemOULeTEpartseof the cityemmth1s 1sabecausem on 
the one hand, the housing density decreases from inner to 
outer suburbs as most of the dwelling units in the inner 
city are apartments while in the outer suburbs single 
detached housing predominates (refer to chapter 1, see page 
5). On the other hand, as the life-cycle changes the 
households gradually move from apartment buildings in the 
inner city, towards the periphery of the city (refer to 
chapter 3). To determine the distance of move with respect 
to place of origin, 12 distance classes from the city centre 
were identified by drawing circles on the map centred on the 
Cty centre andiwith radii of 1,2,3 to 12 kilometres. Then 
the average length of moves which had originated from each 


W 


of the "one" kilometres distance classes was calculated. The 
average length of move originating from each class thus 
obtained is shown in Figure 5.5. 

This figure does not show any increase in length of 
move with an increase in distance from the city centre. 
However, on average, the longest move is from the periphery 
of the city and the shortest average move is from the middle 
zone (6.7 Kms from the city centre) of the city. 

Figure 5.4 shows that, except for two (2-3 kms and 3-4 
kms), most of the classes which are within 7 kilometres of 


the city centre have shorter distance moves than those 


beyond 7 kilometres from the city centre. It should be 
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mentioned here that these two classes accounted for 46 per 
cent of the moves originating from within 7 kilometres of 
the city centre. Of the average distance of the moves 
Originating beyond 7 kilometres from the city centre, except 
for two classes (10-11 and 11-12), all were comparatively 
longer than those which had originated from inner part of 
thescity: 

The distance frequency distribution indicates the 
average length of moves originating in the outer zone of the 
city 1S comparatively longer than those originating in the 
inner zone of the city. This shows that, although the East 
Indians who resided in the inner part of the city move away 
from the city centre, they are more likely than those 
residing elsewhere to move within or to nearby 
neighborhoods. In contrast those who reside on the periphery 
of the city move in both inward and outward directions and 
are likely to change not only the neighborhood, but also the 


area. 


5.4 TIME OF MOVE 

A knowledge of the time of move 1s important to better 
understand the total movement pattern. The data on the 
length of stay of the households in their present residence 
provided information on the time of move. Length of stay in 
the present residence is less than 2 years for 46 per cent 
of the households (Table 5.2). Although 26.3 per cent of the 


respondents have lived in their present residence for less 
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FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF THE EAST INDIAN HOUSEHOLDS 
IN EDMONTON BY LENGTH OF STAY IN THE PRESENT 


RESIDENCE 
Bend thmores tay Number of Percentage 
(months ) households Ofetotat 
Less than 12 40 PAS) 4 6 
Voge eS 30 | 10457 
PE eS he 26 Lishen 
oie, SEY 16 1.055 
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506-83 12 ane) 
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than one year, 3.23 years is the mean length of stay in the 
present residence for all the households. This suggests that 
the East Indians have been very mobile in Edmonton and they 
are more Lake ky to change their residence about every three 
years. More than 63 per cent of the households changed their 
residence within the last 3 years. As referred to in chapter 
2, this time period corresponds to the time period when 
certain residential areas started to develop at the 
periphery of the city. Therefore, it can be tentatively said 
that housing opportunities have a strong impact on the 
movement pattern of the Bast Indian households in Edmonton. 
This will be considered when the data from interview 


schedules are analyzed. 


5.5 SUMMARY 

Throughout this chapter, it was noted that the most 
visible migration flow is outwards from the city centre. 
From this flow it is possible to show that the initial 
settlement of most of the East Indians was in the inner part 
of the city. That is, at the time of their arrival the 
majority of the Bast Indians settled in the inner part of 
city and after some time they moved towards the outer part 
of the city. The flow is predominantly towards those suburbs 
which are newly developed residential areas and where 
housing is comparatively cheaper than other suburban 


residential areas. 
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Only 24 per cent of the households moved towars the 
city centre. Most are from the outer zone of the city. A 
very high percentage of the East Indians moved towards the 
periphery of the city. This is much higher than the moves 
associated with the total population of Edmonton as shown by 
McCracken. However, most of the moves terminated in nearby 
residential areas. 

A low percentage of the total households shifted a very 
short and very long distance. The majority of them moved a 
moderate distance (3-6 Kms) from their former residence to 
nearby neighborhoods. The moves originating from the inner 
part of the city are comparatively shorter in distance than 
those from the outer part of the city. 

The East Indian households in Edmonton change their 
residence frequently. More than one-quarter of the 
respondents moved within the last year and more than 63 per 
cent of them moved within the last 3 years from the time the 
Survey was conducted. The time of their move shows that the 
majority of them moved after the development of certain 
residential areas at the peripherial suburbs of the city. In 
other words, housing opportunities have a major impact on 
the migration pattern of the East Indians in Edmonton. 

The question now is why the East Indians in Edmonton 
have this type of movement pattern. Does it relate to their 
stages of the life-cycle or to available housing 
opportunities within the City of Edmonton or to other 


factors? However, by following Lukomsyj's work on all 
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child-bearing households in Edmonton, it can be tentatively 
suggested that the East Indians are in the early stages of 
their life-cycle. This aspect will be examined Ly aan 
chapters 6 and 7 when data from the questionnaire Survey are 


analyzed. 
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6. DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 


EAST INDIAN MOVERS IN EDMONTON 


Similar to the areal variation in migration flows, as 
discussed in chapter 5, the moves that occur in metropolitan 
areas are not evenly distributed across the population. Most 
of the moves that occur in metropolitan areas are 
concentrated among certain segments of the population. It 
has been documented that the variables closely related to 
the family life-cycle are the major social and demographic 
characteristics distinguishing mobile from stable 
households. It therefore is necessary to examine the 
demographic and socio-economic characteristics which are 
closely related to the family life-cycle of the East Indian 
movers in Edmonton for a better understanding of their 
mobility pattern. 

A descriptive analysis of the demographic and 
socio-economic characteristics of the East Indian households 
which changed their residence in Edmonton is the content of 


this chapter. 


6.1 DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

The principal variables which are used to identify 
various stages of the life-cycle are the demographic 
characteristics of a household. This section of the chapter 
contains an analysis of some selected demographic 


characteristics of the East Indian movers in Edmonton. These 
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variables are: age, sex, marital status and household size. 


6.1.1 Age 

The variable age has been shown to be very important in 
intra-urban migration bacause, ages of the movers of a 
household are one of the important indicators of various 
Stages of the life-cycle. 

The age distribution pattern of the East Indian movers 
in Edmonton shows a pattern similar to the other movers in 
North American cities. Figure 6.1 depicts that the age of 
66.5 per cent of the heads of the sample households is not 
more than 40 years. Among all, only 6 per cent is more than 
50 years old and none of them is less than 21 years. 
Sixty-two per cent of the household heads are within the age 
group of 26-40 years. The mean age of the head of the 
households is about 38 years. This age distribution is 
Similar to that of other East Indians in different Canadian 
cities (Siddique, 1977; Husaini, 1981; and Yasmin, 1982). It 
can be said that, like other movers in North American cities 
East Indians are predominantly young. 

Mean age of the wife of the sample households is 34 
years. Among the households, 83 per cent is not more than 40 
years (Figure 6.2). About 74 per cent is within the age 
group of 26-40 years. The equivalent percentage for the 
movers in Toronto is much less than this (Simmons and Baker, 


1974) 
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Table 6.1 and 6.2 depict the ages of the eldest and 
youngest child in the family. One quarter (25%) of the 
households have children 15 years of age and over. 
Conversely, more than half (55.8%) of the households have 
children of less than 6 years of age. Table 6.1 shows that 
the children of 56 per cent of the households is under the 
age of 10 years. More than three quarters of the total 
households had at least one child less than 10 years old. 
This shows that the majority of the East Indians who had 
changed their residence in Edmonton are composed of youthful 
adults and young children. 

Glick (1957) and Foote et al (1960) have stated that 
most households in the child bearing stage are composed of 
adults in) the date twenties!or older and children up to the 
age of ten years. Lansing and Kish (1957) identify two 
stages of the life-cycle. The households with a child under 
6 years is in the "child-bearing" stage and that with all 
children over 6 years in the "child-rearing" stage (refer to 
chapter 3). Therefore, it can be stated that according to 
the age distribution pattern of the members of the East 
Indian households which changed their residence in Edmonton, 
a significant proportion of them are either in the 


child-bearing or child-rearing stage of their life-cycle. 


6.1.2 Sex 
The sample consists of 152 households of which the head 


of 99 per cent is male. This figure confirms the earlier 
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TABLE 6.2 


AGE DISTRIIBUTION OF THE YOUNGEST CHILD IN THE FAMILY 


Age (Years) Number Percentage(%of N) 
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Source: Questionnaire Survey. 
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Statement (chapter 2) of male dominant characteristics of 
the East Indian community in Canada. However, this higher 
percentage of male movers does not correspond to the general 
trend in North American cities. Literature on intra-urban 
migration in North American cities shows that the households 
headed by females are more mobile than those headed by males 


(Weinberg and Quigley, 1977: 52). 


6.1.3 Marital Status 

More than 90 per cent of the heads of the East Indian 
households which had changed their residence in Edmonton are 
married. This figure is similar to other East Indians in 
different Canadian cities (refer to chapter 2). However, a 
family is more likely to move than a Single person in North 
American cities. From the Philadelphia-Treton area study, 
Fredland (1974) concludes that the never-married is less 
likely to move than the married. Rossi (1980) using the 
household composition to classify the sample movers of 
Philadelphia, finds only about one quarter of the total 
Sample were single person households. So it can be stated, 
the presence of higher numbers of families among the East 
Indian movers in Edmonton corresponds to the general trend 
of North American cities. 

The average length of marriage of the sample households 
is 10 years. This information is shown in Table 6.3. Length 
of marriage is more than 15.9 years for more than one fifth 


of the households and it is less than six years for 30.1 per 
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LENGTH OF MARRIAGE OF EAST INDIAN MOVERS IN EDMONTON 


Length of marriage Number Percentage 
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cent of the households. However, slightly more than half 
(51.6%) of the households were formed within the last 
decade. In North American cities, most of the moves made by 
a family take place within a decade after its formation 
(Rossi 1980). —eThisesuggests that more tham halt of the Base 
Indian movers in Edmonton are in those stages of their 


life-cycle when propensity to move is very high. 


6.1.4 Household Size 

The frequency distribution of the size of East Indian 
households which moved within Edmonton indicates that the 
average household size of the sample households is larger 
than the average of all households in Edmonton. The 1981 
Census shows that the average size of a family in Edmonton 
is 3.1 persons. The average family size of the East Indian 
movers in Edmonton was 3.7 persons. Although the size of 25 
per cent of the households is more than four, 37.5 per cent 
of the households had four people. 

Table 6.4 indicates that the percentage of households 
increases with the household size. It reached its maximum 
percentage when the household size is four and decreases 
again as household size continues to increase. Therefore, it 
can be stated that of the East Indian movers, the very small 
and very large families are less likely to move than those 
which are medium in size. This is Similar to Fredland's 
(1974) findings. The distribution pattern of the East Indian 


mover's household size is similar to the general movers in 
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TABLE 6,4 


HOUSEHOLD SIZE OF THE EAST INDIAN MOVERS IN EDMONTON 


Household size Number Percentage of total 
1 7 4.6 
2 22 14.5 
3 28 18.4 
S 57 Shp ad) 
5 28 18.4 
6 6 89 
7 3 2n0 
8 1 One/. 
Total hey 


Source : Questionnaire Survey. 
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6.2 SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 

The purpose of this section is to present a descriptive 
analysis of some selected socio-economic characteristics of 
the East Indian movers in Edmonton. This is done because in 
addition to the demographic components of the life-cycle of 
households,a number of research findings suggest several 
other corrélates of residential mobility. These are tenure 
Status, type of occupied dwelling unit, occupational status 
and variables which are not easily classified. An analysis 


of these variables is the content of the study. 


6.2.1 Tenure Status 

Tenure status defines whether a respondent is a renter 
or an owner of the dwelling unit he occupies. Table 6.5 
shows the tenure status of the East Indian movers before and 
after their move in Edmonton. It is determined from their 
status in the present and the previous dwelling unit. 
Seventy-eight per cent of the movers were renters before 
their move. After the move, only 29 per cent of the 
households are found to be renters. That is, more than 50 
per cent of the renters became the owners of a dwelling 
unit. This suggests, the East Indian movers place a high 
priority on home ownership (refer to chapter 2). This is 


also mentioned by McCracken (1973) for all intra-urban 
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TENURE STATUS OF THE EAST INDIAN MOVERS IN EDMONTON 


Tenure status Before move After move 


sidh Number Percentage Number Percentage 


Owned oo 2uin9 107 10.9 
Rented 118 onte 44 29.1 
Total 154 100 0 154 100.0 


Source : Questionnaire Survey. 
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movements in Edmonton. 


6.2.2 Dwelling Unit 

Here concern is with the type of dwelling that the 
household occupies before and after the move. The dwelling 
units are classified into four different types. These are 
Single detached house, condominium, duplex and apartment. 
About two-fifths (37.7%) of the East Indian apartment 
dwellers moved to another apartment. The remainder of them 
(62.3%) moved to some other type of dwelling unit. Before 
the move 45.4 per cent of the sample were living in an 
apartment, but this percentage decreased to 17.2 after the 
move (Table 6.6). Before the move 25.7 per cent of the 
movers were in single detached housing; after the move this 
BYguUre=increased to 6/75 per cent. That is, single detached 
housing dwellers increased by 260 per cent. However, 
apartment and condominium dwellers decreased by 270 and 220 
per cent respectively. The number of movers residing in 
duplex dwellings did not change. This suggests that for the 
East Indian movers the propensity to move of an apartment 
dweller is comparatively higher than the dwellers in other 
housing types and that the highest preference is for single 
detached housing. Since this study is concerned exclusively 
with the movers, it partly confirms the findings of other 
researchers in that apartment dwellers are more likely to 
move more often than those who reside in other housing 


types. Therefore, from this evidence and the research 
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TYPES OES DWEREINGRUN DIS OGCURTEDEB eT HEREAST SIND TANSMOVERS 
IN EDMONTON, BEFORE AND AFTER THE MOVE 


Type of Before the move After the move 
dwelling unit 


Number BelGe;n lade Number Percentage 


Single detached 


house Sh) 2 102 Giga 
Apar tment 69 45.4 26 Lee 
Condominium 26 ii | 12 WSs 
Dup lex S) eh) <) ahs 
Others a Sn, a 1.4 
Total Oe 100.0 oe 100.0 


Source : Questionnaire survey. 
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reported in section one of this chapter, it can be stated 
that the East Indian movers are predominantly in the early 
Stage of their life-cycle and that the migration flow is 

predominantly from apartment and condominium dwellings to 
Single detached housing. Therefore, their movement pattern 


is towards the periphery of the city. 


6.2.3 Occupational Status 

The occupational status of the sample is based on the 
occupational classification of the "Immigration Statistics" 
indicated by the immigrants when they arrived in Canada 
(Statistics Canada; 1980). The occupational distribution of 
the East Indian respondents is shown in Table 6.7. The table 
indicates that a relatively high percentage (67.8%) of the 
heads of the households is in the managerial and 
professional occupations. A Similar distribution has been 
noted in the literature on East Indians in Canadian cities. 
However, this is much higher than the 24.1 per cent of the 
employed population of Alberta in these categories in 1981 
(Alberta Bureau of Statistics, 1982). The study on 
residential movement in Toronto also indicates high mobility 
rates for those people who are in professional and 
managerial occupations (Simmons and Baker, 1974). Aside from 
the professionals, a significant (10.1%) percentage of the 
East Indian movers are students and 9.7 per cent of the 
total respondents work as mechanics. A very low percentage 


of the heads of the East Indian households are involved with 
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OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF THE EAST INDIAN MOVERS IN EDMONTON 


Occupationa | Head of the Wife 
status* household 


Number Percentage Number Percentage 


Entrepreneurs 14 9.4 a 1.4 
Manager ial 2 Sen 3 an 
Professional (ha o0..3 23 103.3 
Clerical 1 SR sat! 11 (te 
Sales é Pail 8 aah 
Service 1 Occhi 6 4.3 
Processing 1 On 6 4.3 
Mechanic 14 9.4 e oae| 
Repairing 4 Lari 0) 0.0 
Transport 2 ae 0 0.0 
Labourer 6 50 0 0.0 
Student 1:5 1On 8 ain 
Housewi fe 0 0 ial Us 
Total 149 100.0 141 100.0 


* This is condensed from the occupational classificati 
of the "Immigration Statistics", Statistics Canada. 
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Source : Questionnaire Survey. 
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multifarious (which are not included in this occupational 
classification) occupations. This suggests that Bast Indian 
movers are predominantly professionals and this group has 
been shown to have a higher mobility rate than the other 
city dwellers. 

The occupational distribution of the East Indian movers 
also demonstrates a distinct variation in terms of sex. A 
chi-square test was run to determine the significance of the 
variation in the occupational distribution patterns between 
heads and wives of households. The thirteen occupational 
categories (Table 6.7) were collapsed into six categories to 
overcome the restrictions of chi-square testing. It was 
found that there was a significant difference between the 
two distribution at the 0.01 level (x*= 97.51 with 5 degrees 
of freedom). It is fairly obvious from Table 6.7 that only a 
few women are involved with non-professional occupation. It 
is found that all the heads of the households are employed. 
About fifty per cent (49.7%) of the female spouses is 
employed. It should be mentioned here that 55.8 per cent of 
the households have children within the age of 6 years 
(Table 6.2). This suggests that in order to raise small 
children, a high proportion of the female spouses of the 
East Indian mover households had to stay home. It might also 
mean they are financially secure. In the child-bearing and 
child-rearing stages of the life-cycle the female spouse of 
the household in North American cities usually stay at home 


to raise their children (Johnston, 1971). Therefore, it can 
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be stated that the East Indian movers in Edmonton are also 
predominantly in their child-bearing and child-rearing 


Stages of the life-cycle. 


6.2.4 Other Factors 

In addition to the socio-economic characteristics which 
have been discussed in this chapter some other variables can 
also be correlated with the residential mobility of the East 
Indian movers. These variables are the length of residence 
ancepLTOremoOblluty sinewhercuty. 

The literature on intra-urban migration says that, the 
mobility rate iS comparatively higher for the newly arrived 
immigrants in the city as compared to the older established 
inhabitants, that 1S more people move soon after arriving in 
the city (Goodman,1978). Table 6.8 depicts thate23 e2eper 
cent of the respondents moved within one year of their 
arrival in the city and 51 per cent of them moved within two 
years of their arrival. As the number of years of length of 
stay increases the number of respondents who changed their 
residence decreases. Therefore, it would be expected that 
the mobility rates of the respondents would vary with their 
length of stay in the city. Thus, the years of residence in 
the city of those who have moved once will differ from the 
years of residence of those who have moved more than once. 
The chi-square test showed that this difference is 
Sromuticant, atm. vie level (x*= 40.06 with 5 degrees of 


freedom). This supports the previous findings of higher 
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CROSS TABULATION OF THE NUMBER OF MOVES MADE AND LENGTH 


Die oll N hese! ai Hee LIMEROR MOVE 


Length 
stay at 
time of 

(Year ) 

Times of 
move 


Once 

Twice 

Three times 
More than 


Three times 


Total 


Source : Questionnaire Survey. 
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mobility rates among the newly arrived immigrants than among 
the earlier established ones. Research has shown that prior 
mobility is strongly correlated with current mobility 
(Weinberg and Quigley, 1977). The Table 6.8 shows that for 
44.4 per cent of the movers this was their first move and 
for 26.5 per cent this was their second move. About thirty 
per cent (29.1%) of the respondents changed their residence 
more than two times in the city. The table shows that as the 
number of moves increases the number of households moving 
decreases. Although more than half of the respondents 
(55.6%) had an earlier moving experience, it does not 
necessarily support a strong correlation between prior and 
current mobility of the East Indian movers in Edmonton. 

The number of moves made by respondents is also related 
womthenr flerigtheot estaymimrthe eity:.: Table 6.8 indicates 
that when the length of stay was two years or less 73.1 per 
cent of the households changed their residence only once in 
the city. The equivalent percentage for those households who 
moved twice and had lived in Edmonton two years or less is 
40 per cent. For those who moved three times it was 36.4 per 
cent and this percentage drops to 18.2 per cent for those 
who moved more than three times. Therefore, it can be stated 
that the number of moves increases the longer an East Indian 
household has lived in the city which confirms the research 


reported by Weinberg and Quigley (1977). 
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6.3 SUMMARY 

There is a great deal of evidence to show that the most 
important determinants of intra-urban mobility are those 
demographic and socio-economic characteristics ren are 
closely related to the life-cycle. This chapter has 
attempted to examine a number of selected demographic and 
socio-economic characteristics of the East Indian movers in 
Edmonton. 

The demographic characteristics of these movers 
indicate that, like other movers in North American cities, 
East Indian movers are also young. They differ though, in 
respect of sex and marital status of the head of the 
households. Except for a few movers, all the households are 
headed by males and 90 per cent of them are married. More 
than half of them were married within the last decade. The 
average household size of the East Indian movers is larger 
than the average household size in Edmonton. Eighty-one per 
cent of the East Indian mover households had at least one 
child in the family. Among them, the majority of the 
households had children of less than 10 years. 

The examination of the socio-economic characteristics 
of the East Indian movers showed that the majority were 
renters and lived in apartments before they moved. After the 
move, most of them became the owner of a single detached 
house. Previous research also suggested that renters are 
most mobile and most of the renters move with the intention 


of owning their own home. All the heads of the households 
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were employed but less than 50 per cent of the wives were 
employed. Among all the employed, the concentration is in 
managerial and professional occupations. 

The majority of the migrants moved within two years of 
their arrival in the city. More than half of the sample 
movers have earlier moving experiences in the city. Even so, 
there is not a strong relationship between an earlier 
mobility experience and the number of moves. However, the 
number of moves is poSitively related to the length of stay 
Piennewcity. 

Taking these demographic and socio-economic components 
in combination it can be stated that, the East Indian movers 
in Edmonton are young. Almost all of them live ina family 
with children. The households are moderate in size and 
ownership aspirations are one of the important determinant 
factors in their migration decision. The major flow is from 
rented apartment dwellings to owned single family detached 
homes. All the men are employed but the majority of the 
women stay at home and look after their small children. With 
reference to the demographic and socio-economic 
characteristics of the East Indian movers in Edmonton, it 
can be tentatively stated that they are in the early stages 
of their life-cycle. Therefore it is anticipated that, like 
other intra-urban movers who are in the early stages of 
their life-cycle, East Indians also move in response to the 
demand for more living space which a single family detached 


home provides. This will be more fully eaxmined when the 
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data from the questionnaire schedule are analyzed. 


7. THE REASONS FOR MOVING AND SELECTING A DESTINATION 


This chapter is concerned with describing reasons why the 
East Indians moved and why they selected their particular 
destinations. In the literature the migration process is 
seen as a function of various "pushes" from the original 
dwelling and various "pulls" towards the new one discussed 
earlier. However, similarly to the demographic and 
socio-economic characteristics of the migrants, these "push" 
and "pull" factors also vary across the movers. The 
fundamental reason for relocation of a household is to 
adjust to its housing needs which is closely related to the 
household's stages of the life-cycle. The analysis of the 
reasons for moving and selecting the destination of a 
household will provide a better comprehension of the 
relationship between the household and the environment 
Surrounding it. There is widespread agreement that the most 
pronounced reasons for moves and the selection of a 
destination in North American cities are closely related to 
the aspects of the life-cycle model. Therefore, this chapter 
will investigate the causes for the moves and the reasons 
for the selection of their destination by the East Indian 
movers in Edmonton with reference to some selected aspects 
related to the life-cycle model. Included will be an 
examination of the dwelling space, proximity to work and 
school, neighborhood characteristics and economic factors. 


The analytical technique followed for this analysis was 
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discussed in chapter 4 of this study. 

Out of the 152 respondents, 145 answered the questions 
properly, that is indicated five factors (for each question) 
according to their importance. The remainder indicated just 
one or two or in some cases three factors only. Therefore 
these respondents will not be considered for the purpose of 
this analysis. 

Hence, this chapter comprises three sections. The first 
two sections will describe the causal factors for the move 
and the factors influencing the choice of their 


destinations. A Summation is made at the end of the chapter. 


7.1 THE FACTORS CAUSING A CHANGE OF RESIDENCE 

Following McCracken (1973), Lukomskyj (1974) and 
Rossi's(1980) research findings, an Agdempt is made here to 
examine the factors causing a change of residence of ‘the 
East Indian movers in Edmonton. For the purpose of this 
study all the eleven hypothesized causal factors (referred 
to chapter 4) for the move are classified under six major 
headings and analyzed according to these. The factors of a 
change in income, too costly to maintain or pay rent and 
high mortgage rates are treated together as economic 
reasons. Wanting to be close to work and closer to the 
children's school, are treated as indications of wanting to 
be in proximity to work and school. No community 
members/friends/relatives in the neighborhood and difficult 


to get to other parts of the city are considered as 
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complaints about the neighborhood. Therefore, the six major 
causal factors are: i) dwelling space, ii) ownership 
aspirations, iii) proximity to work and children's school, 
iv) complaints about the neighborhood, v) economic reasons 


and vi) remaining factors. 


7.1.1 Dwelling Space 

The most important factor in causing the relocation of 
the East Indian households in Edmonton was shortage of 
dwelling space. Two out of every five respondents explained 
that shortage of dwelling space was the most important push 
factor for their move (Table 7.1). However, 90.3 per cent of 
the total respondents reported the shortage of dwelling 
Space for the household as being one of the important 
reasons for their relocation. This finding is similar to 
findings on the movement of households in North American 
cities. According to the weighted value, about one quarter 
(24.3%) of the East Indian households in Edmonton changed 
their residence because of a shortage of dwelling space. 
From the above analysis it is ascertained that both in an 
absolute and a relative sense, shortage of dwelling space 
was the most important causal factor for the relocation of 
the East Indian households in Edmonton. 

Information was also collected on the reasons for the 
shortage of the dwelling space. The respondents were asked 
an open-ended question, why the dwelling unit was too small 


for the household. The comments derived from the responses 
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to this open-ended question are: increase in family members 
either by marriage, birth of a child or reunion of family. 
from the home country; shortage of rooms; it was an 
Peraomen tie not enough space for growing children and no 
privacy. 

According to the reasons reported by the respondents, 
it can be said that, the majority of the households which 
complained about the dwelling space have experienced certain 
changes in their household structure. The change occurred 
either by an increase in their family size or a change in 
the age composition of the household structure, e.g. infant, 
pre-school children of a family reach school age. The 
predominant reasons were the shortage of rooms in the 
dwelling unit and a desire to move away from apartment 
living. Therefore, with reference to the discussion in 
chapter 3, it can be stated here that, these households 
predominantly are in the early stages of their life-cycle 
when their housing aSpirations change as a result of an 
increase in the demand for more dwelling space. This prompts 


the move. 


7.1.2 Ownership Aspirations 

Second in importance in causing relocation of the 
sample households were ownership aspirations. The responses 
by the East Indian movers in Edmonton to the question on 
identifying the important causal factors for the move, 


strongly supports McCracken's (1973) research findings that 
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ownership aspirations are one of the most important reasons. 
For the sample as a whole, the desire to own a home was the 
second most important reason (mentioned by 84.4% of the 
respondents) for moving (Table 7.1). It is also supported by 
the data on the tenure status of the respondents before and 
after the move (referred to chapter 6). Before the move 21.9 
per cent of the respondents were owners, but after the move 
70.9 per cent owned their dwelling. 

According to the weighted values the second most 
important causal factor for moving was the desire to own a 
home. This factor caused 21.7 per cent of total moves (Table 
ioe SThisksupponts BuchignanitstO1980) qstatementathatphthe 


East Indians give high priority to home ownership. 


7.1.3 Proximity to School and Work 

Proximity to school and work was third in importance 
among the reasons for the relocation of the sample 
households. The desire to be closer to the children's school 
and to be closer to work were of more or less similar 
importance. One out of every two respondents explained their 
moves in terms of their desire to be closer to their 
children's school as well as their work. This response 
corresponds to Chadnay (1976) and Yasmin's (1982) 
conclusions that East Indians prefer to stay near their job 
place. Moreover, it can be stated that East Indians also 
Placefabhigh prionityeonatheT hocatsonprofetherrichvidren's 


school relative to where they live. 
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The weighted value of the causal factors shows that 8.8 
and 10.6 per cent of the respondents relocated because they 
wanted to be closer to their children's school and closer to 
their work, respectively. However, the total weighted value 
of these multiple responses (19.4%) indicates that proximity 
to work and school was the third most important causal 


factor for the move of the sample households. 


7.1.4 Complaints About the Neighborhood 

Complaints about the neighborhood were fourth in 
importance in explaining the relocation of the East Indian 
movers in Edmonton. In response to the question in which the 
causal factors for the move were identified, 98.0 per cent 
of the respondents complained about the neighborhood. 
However, this was the most important reason Fornaes perocent 
but was ranked fourth in importance by 29.7 per cent and 
fifth in importance by 30.3 per cent of the respondents. 
According to the weighted value, this factor explaining 14.7 
per cent of the total moves. Although 41.1 per cent of the 
total respondents desired a change of neighborhood, this 
factor resulted in only 6.3 per cent of the total moves. 

About one third (29%) of the respondents mentioned that 
they moved because they did not have any friends or 
community members in the neighborhood. However, this factor 
caused only 4.9 per cent of the total moves (Table 7.1). 
This finding shows the East Indians prefer to live near 


friends and other community members, but it does not 
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necessarily mean that the presence of friends or community 
members in the neighborhood is the most important factor in 
explaining their move. 

Complaints about bad accessibility of the neighborhood 
were made by 27.6 per cent of the total respondents and 
caused 3.4 per cent of the total moves (Table 7.1). This 
shows that for the East Indian movers, accessibility 
characteristics were accorded little importance in the 


formubvationmoft ethei pvdecision@tosmover 


7.1.5 Economic Reasons 

The fifth most important causal factor for the move of 
the sample households relates to the economic condition of 
the mover. Of the total, 77.2 per cent of the respondents 
mentioned an aspect of their economic circumstances as one 
of the causal factors for their relocation. These factors 
appeared as the most important causal factor for 7.8 per 
cent of the respondents. However, according to the weighted 
value, these factors explained only 13.6 per cent of all the 
moves made by the respondents (Table 7.1). Because of the 
non-cooperative attitude of the respondents, specifically 
towards the questions on their financial condition, only a 
few economic factors were included in the questionnaire 
(referred to on page 91). 

Among the economic resaons, a change in income seems 
the most frequently cited factor for relocation. About 


forty-one (40.6%) per cent of the total movers stated that a 
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change in income was one of the causal factors for their 
move. However, this factor explained only 6.3 per cent of 
all the moves (Table 7.1). "Too costly to pay rent or 
maintain the dwelling unit" was the second most often cited 
economic reason causing a move. This was one of the causal 
factors for relocation of 30.3 per cent of the East Indian 
movers in Edmonton and explained 10.9 per cent of the total 
moves (Table 7.1). High mortgage rates as a reason for a 
move was mentioned by only 6.2 per cent of the respondents. 
According to the weighted value, only 1.2 per cent of the 
total moves was explained by this factor. 

More than three quarters of the respondents mentioned 
economic reasons as one of the causal factors for their 
relocation. However, it explained less than one eighth of 
the total moves. Therefore, it can be concluded that 
although economic reasons are one of the causal factors for 
the relocation of the East Indian households, these factors 


are not very important in cauSing their move. 


7.1.6 Remaining Factors 

Quite a large proportion (45.5%) of the sample stated 
some other reason as one of the causal factors for their 
reldocatiromitl tiwas Uiirst lim Importance tasiya Wipush” afactor 
fiomos s4iipe rtcenteand tint th mrirmpontancemioneie ace per cent 
of the respondents. The respondents were not asked to give 
their reasons, but seven of them provided reasons for their 


relocation. Among these, forced relocation, bad 
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neighborhood, a better house and rental accommodation were 
mentioned. According to the weighted value, about seven 
(6.7%) of the total moves were accounted for by one of these 
other factors. This suggests that most of the East Indians 
moved because of those reasons which were asked in the 
questionnaire. Since they moved because of those reasons, 
the causal factors for their move are closely related to the 
aspects of the life-cycle model. This is because these 
hypothesized causal factors were selected on the basis of 
this model. It is concluded, therefore, that the causal 
factors for relocation of the East Indian households in 
Edmonton are closely associated with their stages in the 


tbefescycte* 


7.2 REASONS FOR THE SELECTION OF THE DESTINATION 

It would seem reasonable to expect that the reasons for 
selecting a destination would be similar to the causal 
factors for the relocation of a household. The literature, 
however, indicates that the factors influencing the choice 
of destination are not always related to the factors which 
Cause the move (McCracken, 1973; Roseman and Williams, 1980; 
and Talarchek, 1982). For example, financial factors may not 
be important in causing the move, but they may be an 
important consideration in selecting a particular 
destination. The purpose of the second section of this 
chapter is to attempt to identify the factors which 


influence the choice of destination of the East Indian 


ened’ To: Ste ed wo € 
angibn! teag od 40 te0m 3 I we eidt +3 
ent oi bales s3a0 ‘eit : ont » 698 
sencese? seed? to seyenred pre NE ae 

efd of bodalay yleoaoia ese svom. sled? yo? provable 2u82 94; 
seen? seuscsd at aid? . igham eb ayar ott ait to 2 

Yo eiesd ed? a0 bedoeien otaw aio908? eieacNnate 
ieeuco eda tends serohezany) shoes s000 9: 9% slabom 

ni abloreeued methnt read joie to agisapoles zor ate 


edi ni aenede tiedt dsiw Ghdai aden ylieeolo. s16°6 
' ~~ 0 
cs saab ~9ti. 


HOPRRATeeMT ae FO | worrsasas saT gon eMozaan 
101 enoaeset sit tents dcegeaonse sidsnoacs: meee bluow's art Oa: 
[saus> add of telimee a8 bluow nviteniteeb ical 
sretaresil odty itehiope nd “ih Bp, motaweoten edd Fatal 
soiodo sig pnt omeitaai asa ont. vans astantbnt ei wor 
fintdiw eyosses oad oY ernie ced searate 4s 
;O8@T ,emarliaW Gre aeriseod a -aiaamemnumaaidla 
ton yah earo7o6t Intonpait Pe ; | 
as sd vemos jud ‘ i 
sivoldxe ney 


155 


movers in Edmonton. Similar to the earlier section, the 
variables which are included in the closed question as the 
reasons for selecting a destination are classified under six 
headings and analyzed according to their importance. They 
are: i) economic reasons, ii) dwelling space, iii) 
characteristics of the neighborhood, iv) proximity to work 


and school, v)-new house and«vi)-other factors. 


7.2.1 Economic Reasons 

The most important reasons for the East Indian mover's 
selection of a destination in Edmonton were economic. In 
order to ascertain the influence of economic aspects in 
selecting the destination, it was decided to ask the 
respondents to consider some economic reasons. Because of 
their non-cooperative attitude, the respondents were asked 
to consider two economic factors only: whether the dwelling 
was within their economic capacity and the resale potential 
of the dwelling. 

One out of every five respondents explained that the 
price of the dwelling unit was the most important reason in 
selecting their destination. However, this was one of the 
influential factors for the selection of a destination by 
80.0 per cent of the respondents (Table 7.2). According to 
the weighted value, 17.7 per cent of the destinations were 
selected because of this reason. This suggests that price of 
the dwelling unit was one of the important reasons for the 


selection of the destination for the majority of the East 
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Indian movers in Edmonton. This is not to say that most of 
them had selected their destination because the price of the 
dwelling unit was within their economic capacity. 

The factor "resale potential" accounted for 7.3 per 
cent of the total selection and was mentioned by 40.0 per 
cent of the movers (Table 7.2). This indicates that although 
the resale potential of a dwelling unit was considered by a 
Significant proportion of the respondents, this factor does 
not have high importance in the selection of the 
destination. 

The total weighted value indicates that economic 
reasons were the most influential factor for the East Indian 
movers in the selection of a destination in Edmonton. One 
quarter of the sample households selected their destinations 
because of these economic reasons. About 23 per cent (22.8%) 
of the respondents stated that economic aspects were the 
most important reason for the selection of the destination. 
This figure is a little higher than McCracken's finding. 
McCracken indicates that 21.9 per cent of the migrants in 
Edmonton indicated that some financial aspects had been 
their first consideration in evaluating their destination 
(McCracken, 1973: 74). Therefore, it is suggested that, East 
Indians, Similar to other people, are also very much 
influenced by economic aSpects in their selection of a 


destination in the city. 
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7.2.2 Dwelling Space 

In an absolute sense and as a single factor, enough 
space for the household was the most frequently cited 
reason. When the value is weighted this reason is shown to 
be second in importance. Of the total, 88.3 per cent of the 
respondents indicated that enough dwelling space was one of 
the causal factors for the selection of their destination in 
Edmonton. However, this was considered as the most important 
reason for selection of a destination by 38.6 per cent of 
the respondents (Table 7.2). This figure is much higher than 
the 33.6 per cent for all intra-urban migrants in Edmonton 
to whom this factor was of prime importance in evaluating 
their destination in the city (McCracken, 1973: 94). This 
finding indicates that East Indian movers place more 
emphasis on dwelling space as compared to other intra-urban 
movers in Edmonton. This can be explained by the fact that 
the shortage of dwelling space was one of the causal factors 
for relocation for a higher percentage of East Indians 
(90.3%) than the other movers (40.7%, McCracken, 1973: 83) 
in the city. While 21.9 per cent of the total destinations 
were chosen because sufficient Space was available for the 
household, 24.3 per cent of the total respondents moved 
because of shortage of dwelling space. It can be stated 
then, that the East Indian movers give high priority to 


sufficient dwelling space for their household. 


> 


dpuons  afeaia » 
bestia ghineuperd 4 
ot dvone #b wom atdd & 

oid lo dso faq t:B8 ofasos ie oa 
10 a0 ase goaqe pritilewb douche 4add Besentbal at 
at hofsaniaesh 2iadd lo not toeled edd 20% sai 
inetreqmt teom $42 e8, Bexsbienod, es¥ wits | 
to 2ns> 19g 3.66 yd meitenitaab oto ‘noigostee! 462 


nedd retelld-doum 82 exmelt eid? s(S.eldeT) ef 
noqnemba om! edttiswpin nsdsu-stsat ffs 103 alata cats ices 
crite deve né sbasdtoqml entitq to, aew as is cs 
aid? (02 :et8Y ,medeea9oM) ysis ony ni notsent: : 
oom. stese. axpuom neibal 26d sad aeteotbni 
asdig~ Gist “aA 4 beteqtos 26 9ceqe ont inge ae eles ’ 
fed, 296% sft) vi Beridatexe od feo ei’ OCG 9 
e1otee? Lsawes ada"te ane 2aw eosge pniliows to 
aneibnt sash: gasres2teq tedpid s 103 we ae 
(£8 e000 nt s#T 00) savor ado ot et eC | 
anokesniteeb. ele to dee 39q @.18 sttdw” -xato —— . 
aig x08 sldnliRvaiwaW songs StmbolSive saussed » ono 97 
oe re iwrodl ga) $0, 200» 0G CHE vio E 
at meet: 
— | 


159 


7.2.3 Characteristics of the Neighborhood 

Neighborhood characteristics were the third most 
important factor for selecting a destination by the East 
Indian movers. In this study characteristics of the 
neighborhood were identified by asking the respondents to 
consider the following factors: "Good 
neighborhood","relatives/friends/community members in the 
neighborhood" and "accessibility characteristics". 

Three out of every five respondents (60%) indicated 
that a good neighborhood was one of the reasons why they 
selected their present dwelling. The presence of community 
members and good accessibility characteristics of the 
neighborhood were mentioned by 35.2 and 36.6 per cent 
respectively of the respondents. In discussion with each 
respondent a good social environment (social composition) 
was identified as the criterion of a good neighborhood by 
the majority of the respondents. This indicates that the 
East Indian movers give a higher priority to the social 
environment of the neighborhood than to the presence of 


other community members and its physical characteristics. 


7.2.4 Proximity to Work and School 

The next most important factor in selecting a 
destination was its proximity to work and the children's 
school. More than one fifth (20.8%) of the total respondents 
selected their present dwelling because it was either closer 


to the head of the household's work or to the children's 
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school. Closer to school showed more importance than 
proximity to work. More than half (54.5%) of the total 
respondents mentioned that closeness to the children's 
school was one of the major factors in their selection of a 
destination and this accounted for 11.0 per cent of the 
ZwOeals UTableRat2neathis is becauses more than half fof =the 
respondents have schoolgoing children (referred to in 
chapter 6) and they prefer to live very close to their 
children's school. However, the literature indicates that 
East Indians prefer to live near their job area (Chadnay, 
1976; and Yasmin, 1982). According to the present research 
finding, it can be stated that the East Indian households in 
Edmonton with school going children place more emphasis on 


proximity to school than on proximity to work. 


7.2.5 New House 

New houses accounted for 8.4 per cent of the total 
selection and was mentioned by 43.4 per cent of the sample 
households (Table 7.2). Buchignani (1980) also noted that 
the East Indians preferred to buy a new house rather than a 
used one. A new house was considered as the most important 
reason for selection of a destination by 8.3 per cent of the 
total respondents. 

It should be mentioned here that the factor "new house" 
is related to only those respondents who moved to a single 
home and more specifically those respondents who are the 


owners. As referred to in chapter 6, 70.9 per cent of the 
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total respondents were the owners of their present dwelling 
unit. Therefore, it is concluded that among the owners, more 
than 58 per cent of them bought a new house and it was one 


of the important factors in selecting their destination. 


7.2.6 Other Factors 

Only a few respondents (16.6%) mentioned some other 
factors (which were not included in the questionnaire) as 
influences on their choice of destination. As the 
respondents were not asked to specify the factors, it is not 
possible to identify precisely their true nature. However, 
some of the respondents mentioned their desire for good 
social characteristics of the neighborhood. It supports the 
earlier statement that Bast Indians place a high priority on 


the social environment of the neighborhood. 


7.3 SUMMARY 

Residential changes occur for many reasons. They serve 
a variety of purposes for different people. However, it is 
reasonably established that the household moves in order to 
Satisfy its housing needs which vary at different stages of 
the life-cycle. This chapter has attempted to identify the 
causal factors for the relocation decision as well as those 
factors which are important in the selection of the 
destinations of the Bast Indian households in Edmonton. An 


affort was made to relate this to the life-cycle. 
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As the reasons for moving, four variables emerged as 
being particularly important in pushing out the households 
from their place of origin. In order of importance these 
variables were: 1) shortage of dwelling space; 2) desire to 
own a house; 3) proximity to work and school and 4) 
dissatisfaction with the neighborhood. Economic reasons were 
of low priority in the relocation decision. 

A shortage of dwelling space caused about one quarter 
of the total moves. A change in household structure seemed 
the main reason for the shortage of dwelling space. More 
than one fifth of the respondents moved to become the owner 
of a dwelling unit. Wanting to be closer to a school and 
complaints about the neighborhood showed the presence of 
school-aged children in the family. The households are very 
much concerned about the social environment in which they 
were living and wanted to live. 

The survey data indicated that in the selection of the 
destinations four variables were particularly important. In 
order of importance these were : 1) economic factors; 2) 
enough dwelling space for the household; 3) neighborhood 
characteristics and 4) proximity to work and school. 

Economic reasons were of highest priority in selecting 
the destination. Although, dwelling space appeared the most 
important factor in causing the move, it is the second most 
important factor in selecting the destination. Neighborhood 
characteristics and proximity to school and work were more 


or less of equal importance. However, the availibility of 
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new houses also pulled the households towards their 
destination. With regard to neighborhood charactistics, 
households are very concerned about the social environment 
Ofethe imenghborhood:s Accordingomt® Yohnstoniud 97nOFe these 
households are in their early and middle stages of the 
life-cycle, when they become very sensitive to the social 
environment of the neighborhood, mainly because of its 
influence on rearing children. 

The reasons for relocation as identified by the above 
analysis are closely related to the life-cycle model 
(referred to in chapter 3) Therefore, it can be stated that, 
the reasons for relocation of the East Indian households are 
also closely related to the life-cycle model. This 
relationship will be investigated further in the next 
chapter through, for example, cross tabulations among those 
variables which are closely related to the life-cycle. It is 
expected that the majority of the East Indian households 
changed their residence because of a change in housing 
aspirations which, in turn are, associated with a change in 


household structure. 
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8. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE MOVE AND HOUSEHOLD STRUCTURE OF 
THE EAST INDIANS IN EDMONTON 

As outlined in chapter three, the research problem of this 
thesis centres on the intra-urban residential migration of 
East Indian households in Edmonton with respect to aspects 
of their household structure (life-cycle). The analysis in 
the preceding chapters demonstrated that the flow of 
movement 1S predominantly away from the city centre. This is 
very Similar to other intra-urban migration patterns in 
North American cities, usually caused by the increase in 
demand for dwelling space by each household. The demographic 
and socio-economic characteristics showed the predominance 
of young families with children under the age of ten years. 
A significant proportion of these had moved from a rented 
apartment to an owned home. These characteristics are the 
Same as those movers who are in the early stages of their 
life-cycle when the household usually changes its structure 
very rapidly. As a result, the demand for dwelling space 
also changes and consequently the household changes its 
residence. 

A shortage of dwelling space caused the majority of the 
moves. The social environment of the neighborhood and 
closeness to the school were considered as very important 
factors in the relocation decision of the East Indian movers 
in Edmonton. From the above findings it is suggested that 
the East Indian movers in Edmonton are predominantly in the 


early stages of their life-cycle when housing aspirations 
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change very rapidly, mostly because of rapid changes in the 
household structure. This chapter therefore will investigate 
the relationship between the intra-urban moves and change in 
household structure. The variables which will be examined 
are: the year of the move; the year in which the household 
was Eormed; tthetyear of'.birth ofmthe firstechildein the 
family; the year of birth of the last child in the family; 
and the year the female spouse (family) was reunited with 
the head of the household in Edmonton. These variables will 
be analyzed also in relation to the number of children in 
the family and the complaints about the dwelling space in 


the previous residence. 


8.1 YEAR OF MOVE AND HOUSEHOLD FORMATION 

The stages of the life-cycle of a household begins with 
its formation. People form, by marriage, a new household and 
leaving the parental household. So formation of the 
household initially is an important variable in causing the 
head of the household to change his residence. Since this 
study is concerned with the move of the heads of East Indian 
households in Edmonton, only those households which were 
formed in Edmonton, that is after the arrival of the head of 
the household in Edmonton, are considered here. 

In order to investigate the relationship between the 
move and the formation of the household, the data on the 
year of marriage were compared with the year of the last 


move made by the respondents. Although 90.8 per cent (137) 
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of the total respondents were married, only 24.3 per cent 
(37) of them married after their arrival in Edmonton (Table 
8.1). Table 8.1 also demonstrates the number of children in 
the family and number of complaints about the dwelling 
Space. Except two, all households moved after they were 
formed. Of the total 89.2 per cent of these households moved 
within one decade of their formation. More than three 
quarters (75.7%) of them moved within five years and 37.8 
per cent moved within one year of their formation. The 
presence of a high number of households formed for less than 
one decade*at the time of the move supports the notion that 
Similar to the other movers, East Indian movers in Edmonton 
are predominantly in the early stages of their life-cycle. 

However, about 50 per cent of these households have no 
children in the family. This is particularly true for those 
households which moved within one year of their formation. 
Only 50 per cent of them complained about the dwelling 
space. This suggests that at marriage the newly weds move to 
their new household and so commence a new stage in the 
bute=cycie. 

The literature shows that a household is likely to 
change its residence with the birth of a child. Table 8.1 
indicates that, of the households which moved after two 
years of their formation most of them have children in their 
family. Table 8.1 also indicates that the majority of the 


2 This study is following Rossi. "Most of the moves made by 
a family take place within a decade after its formation" 


(Rossi, 1980:61). 
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“RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE YEAR OF MOVE AND FORMATION 


OF THE HOUSEHOLD 


Moved Within Number aes aby Fenn: He Flair. 
(years) of of without} with} with Jwith 
formation households} child | one two more 
of the hild ichiidren| than 
Household two 
children 
Before 2 years 1 1 0 0 0 
Before 0-1 " 1 | OF 0 0 
Mesias — (Oe 14 10 2 | 1 
After 2-3 " t 6 2 2 0 
After 4-5 * 7 2 3 2 0 
Nh eae fe 3 oils eal fogs 2 0 0 2 0 
After 8-9 ~ 5 0 0 2 | 
After 10 years 2 0 0) 2 0 
Total oT 187 ‘A ile 2 


Source: Questionnaire Survey. 
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households mentioned that the shortage of dwelling space was 
one of the reasons for their relocation. About 70 per cent 
of these households had changed their residence more than 
twice in Edmonton (Appendix B). Therefore, it can be stated 
here that similar to the other movers in North American 
cities East Indians also move within a few years of 
household formation. The fact that most households are 
likely to increase their size very rapidly within a few 
years after their formation and consequently causes them to 


make intra-urban moves. 


8.2 YEAR OF MOVE AND BIRTH OF THE FIRST CHILD OF THE FAMILY 

The analysis in the first section of this chapter 
indicated that almost all the households moved within nine 
years of the households' formation and a significant 
proportion of them had children in the family at the time of 
the move. Therefore, it is expected that the birth of the 
first child in the family would be one of the important 
variables causing the change in the household structure and 
consequently causing a move. Since this study is concerned 
with intra-urban migration in Edmonton, only those 
households in which the first child was born in Edmonton are 
considered for the purpose of this analysis. 

The relationship between the year of move and birth of 
the first child in the family is depicted in table 8.2. The 
table also indicates the number of children in the household 


and the number of households which complained about the 
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dwelling space. The table shows that the first child of only 
46ehouseholds (3023% of the totale@sample) were sbornein 
Edmonton. Among them 43 (93.5%) moved after the birth of the 
first child. Four made an intra-urban move before the birth 
of the first child, The majority sof sthe total households 
(74.5%) moved within five years of the birth of the child. A 
Significant number (20) of these households moved within one 
yeaumolethe birth of athe childyithat isenighteatter the 
household experienced an increase in the household size. The 
rate of mobility decreased gradually in the following year 
(Table 8.2). This result does not correspond with 
Lukomskyj's (1974) research findings that the mobility rate 
of a household which is in the child-bearing stage, is very 
hughwingche first etwovyears of "the tbinth ofvaschildvand 
decreases gradually in the following years (Lukumskyj, 
1974). 

Of those households which moved within one year of the 
DiathworsthévfLirStwchiid. a Signi ticant  proporul ons (4o, mor 
them have only one child in the family. Of those who moved 
after one year, most of them have at least two children in 
the family. The majority of these households had moved more 
than two times in Edmonton (Appendix B). Since only the last 
move made by the household is considered here, there is no 
information when the household made the other moves in 
Edmonton. However, it can be tentatively suggested without 
that information that these households would have moved 


after the birth of the first child and before the birth of 
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE YEAR OF MOVE AND BIRTH OF FIRST 


CoLED INST HE SEAMILY 


Moved within Number HAs Here H.-H. 
(years) of the of with| with |with 
birth of the Household one two more 
fiier's becchatid hild jchildren}| than 
in the family two 
fing schiadedren 
Before 4-5 years 1 ) 0 1 
Before 2-3 1 | oe 0 
Before 0-1 i 2 | 0 { 
After 0-1 i 20 9 8 3 
ARter 2-3 ; 10 3 5 2) 
After 4-5 " 5 2 { 2 
oaphefete® — Usp e i Z 0 { | 
After 8-9 - 2 0 1 | 
After 10 ‘ 3 0 | 2) 
Total 46 16 17 ye: 


Source: Questionnaire Survey. 
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their second child. 

A new born baby in a family demands little space as 
compared to when the child starts to walk. This demand 
increases as the ee gets older (change of age structure 
of the household) such as when the child starts to go to 
school. Thus, not only with an increase in household size 
but also with a change in the age structure of the household 
(life-cycle), the demand for dwelling space for the 
household also changes. Out of 46 households in which the 
first child was born in Edmonton, 40 (86.9%) households 
complained about the shortage of dwelling space. This 
demonstrates that a shortage of dwelling space was one of 
the important reasons for their relocation. Therefore, it is 
concluded that similarly to other movers, an increase in 
demand for dwelling space with a change of household 
Structure (life-cycle) caused the East Indians to change 


their residence in the city. 


8.3 YEAR OF MOVE AND BIRTH OF THE LAST CHILD OF THE FAMILY 
From the analysis in the second section of this 
chapter, it was shown that, of those households which had 
children in the family the majority had more than one child 
at the time of their move. A significant proportion of them 
moved after 1 year of the birth of the first child. The 
majority of them moved more than two times in Edmonton and 
almost all of them complained about the shortage of dwelling 


Spacesat the place of their origin. Therefore, it is 
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anticipated that the birth of the last child in the family 
causing a change in household structure, precipitates a 
move. This assumes they moved because of shortage of 
dwelling space. Similarly to the earlier analysis, only 
those households in which the last child was born in 
Edmonton will be considered. 

The relationship between the change of household 
structure (in terms of the birth of the last child) and the 
intra-urban migration of the sample households is shown in 
Table 8.3. The table also illustrates the number of 
households with two and more children in the family as well 
as the number of households which complained about the 
shortage of dwelling space. Table 8.3 indicates that of the 
total sample, 54 are households (35.5% of the total) in 
which the child was born in Edmonton. Of the total (54)59 25 
(43.3%) households moved before the birth of the last child 
and 29 (53.7%) did the same after the birth of the child. 

There were 35 (64.8%) households who had two children 
and 19 (35.2%) of them had more than two children in their 
families at the time of the move. Out of the 25 households 
who moved before the birth of the last child, 11 of them had 
more than two children in the family and 21 of them changed 
their residence two times since their arrival in Edmonton 
(Appendix B). Twenty households moved within 0-3 years 
before the birth of the last child. Therefore, it can be 
stated that those households which changed their residence 


before the birth of the last child had moved to a dwelling 
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE YEAR OF MOVE AND BIRTH OF THE 
PASTS CHIEDE INS THESE AMILY 


Moved within Number mote ies Hee Complaint 
(years) of the of with two with more about the 
birth of the Household children’ that two dwelling 
Tasttteh id children space 


in the family 


Before 6-7 years 2 2 0 2 
Before 4-5 ° 3 1 2 3 
Before 2-3 " 14 | ih 13 
Before 0-1 " 6 4 2 6 
ME tert mitra 15 US 2 12 
citer sy 2-371 e 7 4 3 6 
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Anteon 637 Sh ¢ 3 0 S 
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Total 54 35 i 49 


Source: Questionnaire Survey. 
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unit with enough space for the household even after the 
birth of another child. In most of the cases these 
households had their last child within three years of their 
move. Since 90.7 per cent of these households complained 
about the shortage of dwelling space of their earlier 
residence in Edmonton, it is suggested that these households 
moved to a bigger house with the birth of their earlier 
child and planned to have enough space which would be needed 
by the household after having another child at a later date. 

Table 8.3 demonstrates that, 29 (53.7%) households 
moved after the birth of the last child. Twenty four (86.2%) 
of them moved within five years of the birth of the child. 
This figure is much higher than Lukomskyj's (1974) reaserch 
findings for the child-bearing households in Edmonton. 
Lukomskyj showed that 52 per cent of those households in 
which a child was born within the first six months of 1966, 
moved within five years of the birth of the child 
(Lukomskyj, 1974: 16). This can be explained by the fact 
that, irrespective of the stages of the life-cycle, the 
population of the minority communities are more mobile than 
the host population (Butler, Kaiser and McAllister, 1971). 
Therefore, it can be stated that with a change of household 
structure, the East Indians show a higher propensity to move 
than the general urban populace. 

Table 8.3 demonstrates that fifteen (51.7%) households 
moved within one year and seven (25.5%) households moved 


within 2-3 years of the birth if the last child. This 
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indicates that the mobility rate is high in the first year 
and drops suddenly in the second year and remains more or 
less constant for the succeeding years. Lukomskyj states 
that the first two years have high and similar rates of 
mobility, third and fourth years have medium and the fifth 
year has a low rate of mobility (Lukomskyj, 1974:18). It is 
suggested here that with the experience of a change in the 
household structure (in terms of birth of the last child), 
East Indians change their residence within a shorter period 
than other movers in Edmonton. 

Of those households moving after the birth of the last 
child, the majority (72.4%) of them have two children in the 
family. A shortage of dwelling space was one of the 
important causal factors for the relocation of 90 per cent 
of these households. From the above analysis it is concluded 
here that similar to the other city movers, East Indians 
also change their residence with a change in household 


structure. 


8.4 YEAR OF MOVE AND ARRIVAL OF FEMALE SPOUSE IN EDMONTON 
The literature states that the male member of an East 
Indian household usually arrives first and the female 
spouse, sometimes the family, joins him at a later date 
(Yasmin, 1982). The reuniting of the spouse (family) in 
Edmonton can be considered then as one of the variables 
causing a change in household structure. Since this study is 


concerned with the move of the head of East Indian 
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households, only those households in which the head arrived 
earlier and the spouse joined him later in Edmonton are 
considered for the purpose of this analysis. 

As with the formation of the household, the time the 
spouse was reunited in Edmonton is also positively related 
to the time of move of.the household. Table 8.4 indicates 
that the spouse of 33 households joined the head in Edmonton 
at a later date. The majority of them (66.7%) moved within 
three years and almost all of them moved within nine years 
of the reunion. Of these 33 households, at the time of the 
reunion only five (15.2%) of them had children in their 
family and most (90%) of them moved within three years of 
their reunion in Edmonton. Among those households (12) who 
moved within one year, only one of them experienced an 
increase in household size with the birth of a child in 
Edmonton. However, 66.7 per cent of them complained about 
the dwelling space in their previous residence. This 
Suggests that irrespective of the number of people involved, 
these households moved due to an increase in household size 
through a spouse's arrival in Edmonton. 

Among those households who moved after one year of the 
arrival of the spouse, all of them had children at the time 
of move. More than 80 per cent of these stated that a 
shortage of dwelling space was one of the important reasons 
for their relocation. However, the time of the last move 
made by these households is always (with a few exceptions) 


within one decade of the time the spouse (family) was 
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TABLE 8.4 


Rel lONSHIPEBELWEEN TIRE. YEAR Obs MOVE AND REUNION OF 
SPOUSE (FAMILY) IN EDMONT 
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reunited in Edmonton. As this study is concerned with the 
last move only, it is not known when these households made 
their earlier moves in Edmonton. If the reunion of a spouse 
in Edmonton can be considered as one sort of formation (a 
reformation) of the household then following Rossi (1980), 
it can be concluded that East Indian households in Edmonton 
are within the early stage of their life-cycle . At this 
stage they experience the greatest increase in their 


household size. The increase in size causes a move. 


8.5 SUMMARY 

As other research findings on intra-urban migration in 
North American cities have shown, East Indians change their 
residence with a change of household structure. This chapter 
has attempted to identify the relationship between the move 
and a change of household structure of the East Indian 
movers in Edmonton. 

The majority of the households moved within one decade 
of their formation. Of those who moved within one year of 
the formation, a significant proportion of these households 
do not have any children. However, most of the households 
with children moved one year after the formation. 

Excepe lor aatew, aimOSt: alieune nouseholdas moved attrer 
thesbucth ceathemrarstachildvinethestamily.The majority of 
them moved within five years of the birth of the first child 
and the highest mobility occurred in the first year. A 


Signiticant proportion of the households movedybéefore the 
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birth of the last child in the family and about 50 per cent 
of them had more than two children in the family at the time 
of the move. Almost all of them complained about the 
‘dwelling space in their previous residence in Edmonton. 
Family reunification was associated with a significant 
number of moves. Of those households which were reunited in 
Edmonton, almost all of them moved within nine years of 
their reunion. The majority of the childless couples moved 
within one year of their reunion. From this analysis it is 
shown that the East Indians do not differ greatly from other 
movers in the city, aS previous research indicates. East 
Indians also change their residence with a change of 
household structure. They do so with an increase in the size 


of the household. 
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9. CONCLUSION 


The main objective of this research work was to investigate 
the intra-urban residential migration of East Indian 
households in Edmonton with reference to some aspects of the 
life-cycle model. Chapter five through eight presented an 
analysis and interpretation of the spatial pattern of the 
moves, 1.e. where the households moved: who moved, i.e. the 
demographic and socio-economic characteristics of the 
movers; why the households moved i.e. the reasons of their 
moving and selecting their destinations; and finally the 
relationship between the move and change of their household 
structure. This final chapter attempts to discuss the 
findings in a more comprehensive way to ascertain whether 
the intra-urban migration pattern of the East Indian 
households relates to the life-cycle model or not. In the 
first part of this chapter individual interpretations and 
conclusions of the preceding work are brought together in a 
summary of the principal findings. Finally, on the basis of 
the research findings some suggestions are made on how to 
conduct future research work on the intra-urban migration of 


this minority community. 


9.1 WHERE DID THEY MOVE? 
One of the principal findings of this study was that 
the most visible migration flow of East Indian movers is 


outwards from the city centre. This is very similar to other 
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intra-urban migration patterns in North American cities, 
mostly caused by the increase of demand for dwelling space 
as well as by the ownership aspirations of each household. A 
very high percentage of the East Indians moved towards the 
peripherial suburbs of the city. This is much higher than 
the moves associated with the total population of Edmonton 
as shown by McCracken's research (McCracken, 1973). However, 
it 1S noticeable that, the flow of East Indian households 
predominately is towards those suburbs which are newly 
developed residential areas where the number of the total 
housing stock is relatively higher and housing is 
comparatively cheaper than the other suburbs. 

The flow pattern as shown in chapter five, demonstated 
that at the time of arrival, the majority of the East 
Indians settled in the inner part of the city and after some 
time they moved outwards from the central area. The majority 
of the households moved a moderate distance (3-6 Kms) from 
their former residence. This is much higher than the average 
distance of move for the total population moving in Edmonton 
as again shown by McCracken. 

The flow pattern also showed that although the average 
distance of move is comparatively higher than the general 
populace, the East Indians tended to relocate in nearby 
peripherial suburbs. For example, it is more likely that the 
moves which originated from the southern part would 
terminate in the peripherial suburbs of the southern part of 


the city and moves originating in the northern part would 
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terminate in the northern peripherial suburbs of the city. 
That is, they prefer to move to those neighborhoods which 
are known to them. The majority of the Bast Indians moved 
after the development of different suburban residential 
areas at the periphery of the city. On the whole, it can be 
stated here that although the flow pattern of the East 
Indian households is similar to the other city dwellers, it 


differs with respect to the distance moved. 


9.2 WHO MOVED? 

The analysis of the demographic characteristics 
including age, sex, marital status and household size 
demonstrated that a significant proportion of the East 
Indian mover households are moderate in size (2-4 persons), 
composed of adults in their late twenties or older (26-40 
years) and children rden the age of ten years. By following 
the literature (referred to in chappter 3), it can be stated 
that these households are in the child-bearing and 
child-rearing stages of their life-cycles. The 
socio-economic characteristics (tenure status,type of 
occupied dwelling unit and occupational status) as discussed 
in chapter six, showed that the majority of the East Indian 
movers were renters and lived in apartments before they 
moved. After the move, most of them became the owners of a 
single detached house. Those migrants who have arrived in 


the city recently (within last two years) are the most 


mobile. 
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In’chapter’six;cit was shownethatcalmosteallethe East 
Indian households are headed by males and 90 per cent of 
them are married. The majority of them were married within 
the last decade. The average household size of the East 
Indian movers, 3.7 persons, is larger than the average 
household size in Edmonton, 3.1 persons. More than 80 per 
cent of the households have children in their family. All 
the heads of the households were employed and the 
concentration is in managerial and professional occupations. 
However, the majority of the women stay at home to look 
after the children. 

It is in this context that young, renter households 
with infant children in the family and of moderate economic 
status (with respect to occupation) are of most likely to 
make an intra-urban move. From the literature on intra-urban 
migration in North American cities it can be stated that 
these households are in the most critical period of their 
life-cycle when a change in housing aspirations is produced 


by a change of household structure. 


9.3 WHY DID THEY MOVE? 

The present study has strongly demonstrated the causal 
factors for the relocation of the East Indian households. 
These were shown to be closely associated with housing 
aspirations. The housing aspirations include the desire for 
more dwelling space, the desire to purchase a home, wanting 


to be closer to school and work and a desire to change 
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neighborhoods. The economic reasons showed the least 
importance in causing relocation. 

The findings in chapter seven strongly supported the 
earlier statement (see page 145) that the East Indian 
households are in the most critical period of their lives 
with reference to changes in housing aspirations and changes 
in household structure. A change in household structure was 
the main reason for the shortage of dwelling space. This was 
one of the important push factors isolated by the study and 
caused about one quarter of the total moves. More than 80 
per cent of the respondents mentioned ownership aspirations 
as one of the push factors and it was the most important 
cauSal factor for 28 per cent of the movers. In terms of the 
weighted value ownership aspirations caused more than one 
fifth of the total moves. According to the weighted value 
preference for proximity to school and work caused 19.4 per 
cent and complaints about the neighborhood caused about 15 
per cent of the total moves. This is the outcome of changes 
to the East Indians' housing aspirations. 

The analysis in chapter seven indicated that although 
shortage of dwelling space was the most important reason 
causing the move, economic reasons were the most important 
in the selection of a destination. One quarter of all the 
respondents selected their destinations because of some 
economic reason. These include the cost of the dwelling, it 
was within the economic capacity of the mover and it had 


resale potential. These motives are similar to other movers 
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in Edmonton as McCracken has shown. The price of the 
dwelling unit was mentioned by 80 per cent of the 
respondents and about one fifth of the total destinations 
weresselectedebecause»ofothis factorteThis findingeexplains 
to some extent why the majority of the East Indian movers 
were pulled towards those peripherial residential areas 
where house prices are comparatively lower than other 
suburbs of the city. However, most of them were pushed out 
from their previous dwelling by a change in their housing 
aspirations which are allied to a change in their household 
SGEUCTUnE? 

Apart from the economic reasons, the other important 
pull factors were more or less similar to the push factors, 
mentioned earlier. Enough dwelling space as one of the 
important pull factors was mentioned by 88 per cent ‘of the 
movers and 22 per cent of the total destinations were 
selected because of this reason. The analysis also 
demonstrated that these households are very much concerned 
about the social environment of the neighborhood 
(demographic and socio-economic characteristics of the 
households in the neighborhood). This shows that these 
households are in their early and middle stages of their 
life-cycles with a young head of the household and 
school-going children for whom a safe and good (to the 


household) social environment is desirable. 


ods Yo asa eq 08K 
zoo iraniseeb Istos sdz 26 
anisignue pnlbatd atat a 
ersvon asifel seal edt 
eassts Lalgnebleos, f i + 
redso neds tewol yleviseiaqaes. | 
tuo bedevq stew mada 2o 280m \oewewoH qo i: tot 
eniauod ried? ab-epnado 8 td padiew’ evoiverq-al 
biodesyved vies cs heseeatdiaile insects | i 
MILFs *4n6e8 (ates 7 
jnsazcqe! 19d90 odd ,encebet ainone e° 
,atogos! deuq stig og wslimie eeet 10 stom 975 
of; 10 sno es eoage patlitews devon’ saeit: 
vid to tnes teq BB yd Gengkinem gow ev0s302. 
si9w enoiisnitesh {e309 attd Jo gne> yeq SS _ 
cals aiayians, of? »augeet eidy 20 sevsosd. 
benis2no> doum Yer e18: sbLotibebbd seat? 
boodroddipien adt io dnemnerivas 


ad) 20 tol SoA 


vents sens ewode 4a? 2( tM 


‘ 


risda io Pepersncepiae = 


186 


9.4 RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE MOVE AND CHANGE OF HOUSEHOLD 
STRUCTURE (LIFE-CYCLE) 

The analysis in chapter eight proved the presence of a 
linkage between the change in residence of these respondents 
and a change in their household structure. Almost all the 
households moved within nine years and more than 75 per cent 
moved within five years, of the formation. This result 
corresponds with Rossi's(1980) research findings for North 
American households. Almost all the households moved with an 
increase in household size brought about by the birth of a 
chitdrimnéthe biamilyibonby the tirrstcand tlastechiud tsmbirth 
were examined and the associated moves related to them. The 
mobility rate was found to be very high in the first year of 
the birth of the child. This is much higher than the sample 
of all child-bearing households in Edmonton examined by 
Lukomskyj (1974). The higher mobility rate here demonstrated 
that with the change of household structure, the East 
Indians change their residence more quickly than other 
people. As the majority of the respondents were renters who 
place a very high priority on home ownership, with any sort 
of change in household structure they respond very quickly. 
As a result they change their residence within a very short 
time. Additionally, almost all the households moved within 
nine years and about 80 per cent of them moved within five 
years of the reunion with their spouses in Edmonton. 
Therefore, it is concluded here that like other city 


dwellers, East Indians respond quickly to the change of 
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life-cycle. 

The present study has demonstrated that the intra-urban 
migration pattern of East Indian movers in Edmonton is 
closely related to their stages of the life-cycle. Regarding 
the impact of the life-cycle model on intra-urban migration 
of East Indians, a number of hypotheses (as mentioned in 
chapter 3 :86) were tested. The results indicated that all 
the hypotheses were supported except for those dealing with 
economic aspects and distance of move. These weak 
relationships between the economic aspects and mobility 
pattern can be attributed to the fact that occupational 
Status alone is not sufficient to explain economic status 
and the data do not provide the information on the economic 
condition of the respondents. The variation of the distance 
of move can be explained by the great impact of housing 
opportunities in some selected residential areas of the 
Gnty® 

The present study has demonstrated that compared to the 
other city dwellers, East Indians give more priority to home 
ownership. To any sort of change in the life-cycle, East 
Indians respond more quickly than the other city dwellers. 
The conclusion of this study is that the intra-urban 
migration of the East Indian household is strongly 
associated with their life-cycles and therefore the 


life-cycle model is a valuable framework for analyzing their 


migration patterns. 
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9.5 SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH 

The presentustudyaiblustratedethatuin ondentto 
understand the complexity of the intra-urban mobility 
pattern of the East Indian households, a number of different 
variables must be examined in detail in different empirical 
studies. The findings made here lead to the development of 
certain suggestions for areas of future research on the 
intra-urban mobility pattern of the Bast Indian households 
in Edmonton. These suggestions may also be applicable to 
other minority communities in Edmonton and other Canadian 
Cities. They are given below: 

1. The present investigation on intra-urban residential 
migration of the East Indian households indicates a 
Significant association between the move anda change in 
housing aspirations which is related to the change of 
household structure. This finding corresponds with the 
general trend in North American cities. 

2. In this study closed questions were used to measure 
the association between selected variables (which were 
associated with the life-cycle model) and mobility patterns. 
By adopting this particular approach this study overlooked 
some additional variables which also might have some impact 
on the mobility pattern of the East Indian households. For 
future research it is suggested that open-ended questions 
about the pull and push factors would bring out some 
additional variables which would be particularly important 


for this community and different from the general 
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populace.For example, arrival of non-nuclear family members 
from the home country also might be a push factor and 
responsible for their moves. 

3. The variables which were found to account for the 
change in housing aspirations have been measured only 
crudely. Only those variables which are closely associated 
with the change of household structure were considered for 
the purpose of this study. This feature of the study design 
made it possible to measure the impact of certain important 
causal variables in a general way. Future research might try 
to refine the measurements and intensive analysis of each of 
these variables might provide a better understanding of the 
complex process of intra-urban migration of this community 
in Canadian cities. 

4. The literature indicates that economic status is 
closely associated with housing aspirations as well as the 
mobility pattern of North American city dwellers. 
Unfortunately, in this study, it was not possible to 
consider this variable fully in the analysis because of the 
non-cooperative attitude of the respondents. It is suggested 
here that, future research should make a positive attempt to 
identify the economic status of the East Indian households 
and correlate this with their housing aSpirations and then 
their mobility patterns. 

5. The evidence of this study indicated that the East 
Indians prefer to buy a new house rather than a used one. 


This study did not provide information either on why these 
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people prefer to buy a new house or, among them, who prefers 
Such accommodation. Whether it is a particular sub-group or 
all of the East Indians should be specified. It is hoped 
that future research will give more attention to this aspect 
as it forms an important variable among the housing 
aspirations of this community. 

6. This study did not consider the household's 
residential features it specifically wishes to obtain by 
relocating. It did not examine how they search for a 
dwelling to match their particular requirements and what 
sources of information on vacant dwellings were used. Future 
research might make a more detailed study of these aspects 
to identify housing aspirations, their preferences and 
future mobility inclinations. 

7. The population which this research studied was 
restricted by the fact that only those who had changed their 
residence in Edmonton were examined. This feature of the 
study design made it possible to make, to some extent, an 
intensive study of the crucial characteristics of the 
movers. At the same time it restricted the generality of the 
findings, in that how the movers differ from the non-movers 
was not examined. An essential task is to broaden the 
generality of these findings by studying more population 
irrespective of whether they are movers or non-movers. 

8. The move which was considered for the study was only 
the last one irrespective of the time of move. This aspect 


of the study made it possible to make an intensive study of 
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the pattern and isolate théebimporttant factors causing a 
particular move. At the same time it was restricted to 
examining the rate of mobility of the Bast Indians for a 
specific time period. In order to understand the rate of 
mobility for this community, it is necessary to consider the 
moves with respect to some specific time period. For example 
moves within the last three or four years. 

9. The experience from the questionnaire survey 
indicates that, the mobility pattern varies with the 
variation of the mover's immigration status as well as 
length of stay in the city. This is particularly appropriate 
for the Bast Indian Canadian citizens who have been in 
Edmonton for a long time, or some cases in other North 
American cities (familiar to the North American cities), in 
contrast to new immigrants who arrived very recently from 
the home country or those who are on student visas and wish 
to stay in Edmonton for a short period of time. It is hoped 
that future research will give more attention to these 
aspects as they have a significant impact on the total 
mobility pattern of this community. 

10. Finally, the variation of the mobility pattern as 
noted above could, of course, vary with the mover's country 
of origin and/or sub-ethnic community (e.g. Sikh, Malayalam, 
or Tamil communities). A migration study emphasizing the 
country of origin/sub-ethnic community would provide the 
intra-ethnic variation of the mobility pattern of the East 


Indian households in Canadian cities. 
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APPENDIX-A 


RESLDENTTAL MOB IDI] Vas UD Yauco 
EAST INDIAN PEOPLE IN EDMONTON 


Please answer the following questions about your length of 
stay and characteristics of dwelling units you are now 
living and have lived in, in Edmonton. 


1. How long have you been permanently at this address in 
Edmonton? Year Month 


2. Where did you last live? 
1. In Eamonton 
2 a Noted haeedmonton 


3. How many times have you changed your address in Edmonton 
Once 
2. Twice | 
3. Three times 
4. More than three times 


4, Please give details about present and past dwelling units 


in Edmonton. (Start with the present one) 
Address Type * Tenure Year of 
H/A/C/D/O Owned/ Rented arrival 
15 
on 
on 
4, 
or 
* 
H = Single Detached House 
A = Apartment 
C = Condominium 
D = Duplex 
O = Others 
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. ed nee 
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5. How important were the following factors in causing you to 
leave your previous residence? 1 Put a number according 
to the importance of any five of them i.e. 1 for the 
most important one, and 5 for the least important one. } 


—_ 
. 


Place too small for the household 
Change in income 

Want to be close to work 

No community members in the neighborhood 
Wanted to change the neighborhooh 

Too costly to maintain or pay rent 

High mortgage rate 

Wanted to be closer to children’s school 


Desire to own a house 


(oe) Gey @sy SS @ CGA gS © 


—— 


Difficult to get to other parts of the city 


—s 
— 
. 


Others 


* 
Why it was too small for the household? 
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6. How important were the following factors in choosing 
your new dwelling unit? ( Put a number according to 
the importance of any five of them i. e. 1 for the 
faa important one, and 5 for the least important 
one). 


1. Enough space for the household 
2. Closer to working place 


3. Relatives/friends/community members in the 
neighborhood 


Within economic capacity 
Near school for the children 
Good neighborhood 

New house 

Resale potential 


Good accessibility to other parts of the city 


S&S Ce © SS @& CH 


Others 


Now I would like to ask you some questions about your househo 
and your home. 
7. Are you married? 
1. Yes 
2. <No 
8. If yes, when did you get married? 


1. Year 
2. Month 
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9. When was your first child born? 
1. Year 
2. Month 
10. When was your last child born? 
1. Year 


2. Month 


11. What is the household size (or family), give detail 
about it (including the respondent ) 


No Sex Age Relation with Present Occupation Year of 
M/F (year) head of the occupation in last arrival 

household year in Edmon 
Ser 
2 
on 
4. 
ot 
6d 
a 
aye 


Canadian citizen 

Immigrant 

Hope to become Canadian citizen 
Not decided 

Other 

Don’ t Know 
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13. Were you born in:- 


eee Uate fale 
2. Bangladesh 
3. Pakistan 


4. Srilanka 
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